ISSN 1475-8202

The Network Newsletter:

tackling social exclusion in libraries, museums, archives and galleries

Number 27, December 2003 

(formerly published as Public Libraries & Social Exclusion Action Planning Network Newsletter, issue 1, May 1999 – issue 29, September 2001)

The Network’s Website is at www.seapn.org.uk and includes information on courses, good practice, specific socially excluded groups, as well as the newsletter archive.

For a general overview of work to tackle social exclusion, see the CILIP Community Services Group site at http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/csg/si/index.html.


Did you see …?

ICT and Northern Ireland’s public libraries

The latest issue of Update includes an article
 about the developments in ICT provision in public libraries in Northern Ireland, and how they are being used to help tackle social exclusion.

Social inequality

There has been considerable media coverage
 of the findings of the research
 carried out by the Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit. This report shows just how wide some of the divides in Britain are: for example, “less able richer children overtake more able poorer children by the age of five.”


Homeless households

The ODPM has just published a summary
 of research into the support needs of homeless households. It’s a useful pulling together of just what support is required, and also outlines providers – but appears not to consider libraries (or museums and archives) to play a part in this.


The Vital Link

The Vital Link has now been re-launched with three-year Government funding.  Led by The Reading Agency in partnership with the National Literacy Trust and the National Reading Campaign, this will build on the successful pilot phase of the Vital Link, which promoted reading for pleasure as a way of motivating existing students and recruiting new learners through libraries.  The new programme forms part of the response to Framework for the Future. 

An evaluation of the pilot phase of the Vital Link carried out by the University of Sheffield showed that basic skills providers were impressed by the range of resources and expertise that libraries had to offer.  It also recommended that reading for pleasure should form a stronger element of the adult literacy core curriculum. The main aims of the new Vital Link programme are to:

· influence national policy and funding by building Government’s understanding of the contribution that libraries can make to the nation’s literacy skills deficit

· achieve an ambitious consensus within the library service about what emergent readers should be able to expect from their local library

· support all library authorities in being able to provide this service through appropriate training, advocacy, models of good practice, fundraising and stock development guidance 

· build understanding among basic skills providers of how libraries’ distinctive contribution can motivate, support and inspire learners and work towards integration of reading for pleasure into the adult literacy core curriculum

· audit, build, evaluate and disseminate partnership models between libraries, basic skills providers and other agencies able to reach potential learners

· Establish a contact programme with the book trade to encourage the publication of more materials suitable for this target audience.

Further information from Genevieve Clarke (genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk) or Ruth Harrison (ruth.harrison@readingagency.org.uk).

“Quick Reads”

The evaluation report
 of the “Quick Reads” project has just been produced. “Quick Reads” began life in 2000 as part of the DCMS/Wolfson-funded “Ask Chris” project, continued as part of The Vital Link in 2001-2, and was then funded by the Learning and Skills Council 2002-4.

The project aimed to promote the pleasure of reading to emergent readers and to provide a new resource for engaging and motivating learners.

The evaluation (by the Centre for the Public Library in the Information Society, University of Sheffield) includes sections on (amongst other things):

· Response to the “Quick Reads” collection

· Reading for pleasure

· The role of Essex Libraries in adult basic skills education

· Recommendations for improved service provision.

The strengths of “Quick Books” are not only in its development of work with emergent readers, but also in the way that the whole project has been seen as a partnership, and, at the same time, creating “an increased awareness of the library services and resources available … and more importantly of their relevance to [learners’] lives.” [p60].

This is a timely publication, making available a wealth of information for other library services that may wish to develop similar provision.

The full report is available on the National Literacy Trust Website (www.literacytrust.org.uk/vitallink/ – evaluation section), and further information can be obtained from June Turner (june.turner@essexcc.gov.uk). 


The education of asylum-seeker pupils

Ofsted have recently published a report
, looking at the ways in which schools deal with the arrival of asylum-seeking pupils. Whilst some schools are geared up and provide a good introduction t the UK, others are not, and the report stresses the need for all those in local authorities and other agencies to work together.

Whilst of direct relevance to our work, nevertheless this report does show just how much work is needed to join up front-line provision.


Fathers in Sure Start programmes

As part of the national evaluation of the programme, Sure Start have just published a review
 of participation by fathers in Sure Start schemes. Starting from the key finding that “Staff in a large majority of Sure Start local programmes reported low levels of father involvement in programme activities …”, this report goes on to recommend ways of getting fathers more involved – and these initiatives (such as targeting fathers at the start of new activities, a “joined-up approach to involving fathers”) could well have an impact on services we are providing.


Starting over …

The Prince’s Trust has published a report
 highlighting just what it’s like to be a young refugee in Britain today. As a result, the report also makes a number of recommendations, including in the areas of:

· Housing champions

· Independent living skills training

· Arts-based and sports-based initiatives

· Basic skills toolkits (which “should be embedded in all outreach work with young refugees”)

· Mentoring programmes

· Health & relationships advice

· Inter-community initiatives

· “Accommodation centres alarm clock” (“Local organisations and schools should act together to ensure that young children educated in accommodation centres are not there for longer than six months”)

· Share best practice.

It also recommends that further research is carried out into:

· Homelessness amongst young refugees

· Types of accommodation allocated to unaccompanied minors

· Evaluation of mentoring programmes.


This Newsletter was compiled by John Vincent, and all items are written by him, unless otherwise stated. Please send any comments or items for the next issue to:

John Vincent

Wisteria Cottage

Nadderwater

Exeter EX4 2JQ

Tel/fax: 0845 128 4897


E-mail: john@nadder.org.uk 
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With best wishes for Christmas and for 2004.
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