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Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Step into history
(Source: email from Valerie Bearne)

“Bath Central Library has a wonderful collection of thousands of photographs and other images from the best part of two centuries of history, so it was a logical idea to copy some of them to make up our own reminiscence packs.”

11 unique sets of Reminiscence photographs are now available from Bath & North East Somerset Libraries.  
Packs are for sale as digital files; print off up to 2 sets, project images, or view on screen. Choose from: The 1940s; Roman Baths; Floral Bath; Royalty; Valentine’s cards; Pubs & Hotels; Twerton; Transport; Shopping; Weather effects; Schools.

£25 per pack – to order packs, phone 01225 396304 / 787440, write to Special Services Team, Bath Central Library, 19 The Podium, Northgate St., Bath, BA1 5AN or email libraries@bathnes.gov.uk. 
“Chatty Readers” – a Skills for Life success story
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/chatty_readers_report_oct_2008_.doc
(Source: thanks to Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries, for giving permission for this to be published on The Network website)

New report which summarises the progress of “Chatty Readers”, a Skills for Life reading group established by Southend Libraries and Southend Adult Community College (SACC) in October 2007. It highlights the many benefits such groups offer students, tutors, library services and college partners.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Community cohesion one-stop shop portal launched
http://www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
The Institute of Community Cohesion has just launched the first phase of its one-stop shop, including a very useful summary of the development of community cohesion in the UK, with links to the key reports and documents.

Support for adult literacy in Scotland
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/09/10094256 

“Adults with literacy difficulties are to be given new help to write their own stories and develop their own publications, through a partnership between the Scottish Government and Scottish Book Trust …
The project has been awarded £55,000 to appoint a development worker who will support learners through Scotland's 32 local adult literacy and numeracy partnerships, and help them to write stories for a series of publications.”

Intensive Intervention Projects
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2008_0242
Announcement of £13m awarded to 20 areas to help them support and challenge young people in trouble.

The 20 areas are: Gateshead; East Sussex; Sandwell; Bolton; Peterborough; Newcastle; Southampton; Newham; Manchester; Sheffield; Haringey; Middlesbrough; Bournemouth; Walsall; Nottingham; Northamptonshire; Trafford; Liverpool; Swindon; Birmingham.
Welsh Assembly Government’s Single Equality Scheme
http://new.wales.gov.uk/news/latest/081030singleequalityscheme/?lang=en
(Source: Wales Current Awareness Service /Gwasanaeth Gwybodaeth CILIP Cymru, 31 October)
The Welsh Assembly Government has announced a consultation on the Single Equality Scheme and action plans – further information at above web-link.
Getting on, getting ahead – a discussion paper: analysing the trends and drivers of social mobility

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/~/media/assets/www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/strategy/socialmobility/gettingon%20pdf.ashx
This is the paper which you’ve no doubt seen discussed by the media: its key message is that there are four key areas where the Government can have the most significant impact on improving social mobility:

· early years provision of childcare; 

· education; 

· post-16 education and training; and 

· workplace skills.

Rough sleeping 10 years on: from the streets to independent living and opportunity

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/ultraexecutivesummary
This is an “ultra executive summary” of responses to the DCLG discussion paper – the responses emphasise the need for cross-agency working and to identify people who are rough sleeping, who may get missed (eg young people, LGBTs, migrant workers, BME people).

It is linked to:

No one left out: communities end rough sleeping
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/endingroughsleeping
This is a 15-point action plan which has been developed with leading rough sleeping charities. The plan will call on communities to get more involved in supporting those in their area at risk of rough sleeping, to help stop the flow onto the streets, ensuring that the right resources reach the right people at the right time.
The key recommendations are:
“Homeless people who sleep rough must have a greater voice and choice in services. We want to empower them and the communities they live in so they can make the most of the help and goodwill that is available. So we will:
· promote knowledge of local services and resources that can address rough sleeping and social isolation
· develop a community training programme to build capacity and skills so that local people can support isolated people to avoid sleeping rough
· promote more personalised services including testing individual budgets to increase the control people have over the services they need; and
· drive forward user involvement in services and active citizenship among people with experience of rough sleeping, including supporting peer advocacy to reduce evictions from hostels.” [p8]
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Poverty in your area
http://www.endchildpoverty.org.uk/why-end-child-poverty/poverty-in-your-area
(Source: LGA analysis and research bulletin, October 2008)

The charity, End Child Poverty, has created a series of maps covering England, Scotland and Wales, using tax credit data to give the percentage of children on low incomes in local authorities and constituencies.

There is also a table showing the Top 20 parliamentary constituencies with the highest levels of child poverty across the UK.
Booktouch and Bookshine
http://www.bookstart.co.uk/Parents-Booktouch and http://www.bookstart.org.uk/Scheme-Coordinators/Coordinator-Packs/Bookshine_sch
Just a reminder about these two additional Bookstart promotions:

· Booktouch aims to get blind and partially sighted babies and toddlers 'bookstarted'. Booktouch packs are free to all schemes and are available free to parents or carers of blind or partially sighted children up to (and including) the age of four. Packs contain two specially chosen touch and feel books.
· Bookshine aims to help deaf babies and toddlers to get 'bookstarted'. A Bookshine pack is available free to parents or carers of deaf children up to (and including) the age of four. Packs contain two specially chosen books designed to stimulate children's senses, including a touch and feel book and a nursery rhyme book featuring BSL signs.

Digital Unit blog
http://digitalunite.com/
New blog which includes information about digital inclusion and Silver Surfers Day.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The future of Museums and Galleries Month
http://www.mlasouthwest.org.uk/index.php?SID=8196&YEAR=2008&ID=28#SID@@@8196 
The Trustees of the Campaign for Museums have decided to dissolve the charity set up in 1998 to deliver the annual Museums Week and later from 2000, Museums and Galleries Month …

Further information on the MLA SW website, link above.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Wecan, Autumn 2008 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/994904.pdf
The latest issue of this newsletter from DCLG has a good, clear summary of the key points from the White Paper, Communities in control. 
Multi Area Agreements
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/performanceframeworkpartnerships/multiareaagreements/
Updated information about MAAs, including links to summaries of the first seven signed Agreements (downloadable from: http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/performanceframeworkpartnerships/multiareaagreements/signedsummariesmaa/).

“Teen Talk” Survey  
http://blogit.webitpr.com/?ReleaseID=10361
You’ve probably seen this survey referred to – here’s the DCSF announcement with core information from the survey, the headline of which is that some 72% of young people surveyed want more to do, including structured leisure time activities such as clubs, volunteering and youth work and recreational leisure time activities like sports, drama and music. 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Literacy changes lives: an advocacy resource
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk:80/research/literacy_changes_lives.html
"This document pulls together existing research about the impact of literacy on five areas in a person's life: economic, aspirations, family life, health and civic/cultural engagement. It presents overwhelming evidence that literacy has a significant relationship with a person’s happiness and success. It gives a clear indication of the dangers of poor literacy and also the benefits of improving literacy for the individual, the community, the workforce and the nation."

Summary and full reports available to download from this weblink. 

Deal or no deal?
http://www.nlgn.org.uk:80/public/publications/laas-evaluation-concludes-that-system-is-still-too-centralised/
New publication from the New Local Government Network.

“In an evaluation of the latest wave of Local Area Agreements, NLGN highlights significant achievements through the process, including a more joined-up policy framework, but warns that significant logjams are preventing the system working more effectively. Publishing the research today, NLGN argues that: 

· National indicators remain too ill-defined and top-down to support Local Area Agreements that are truly locally relevant and evidence-based;

· Some Government departments have not offered sufficient flexibility to their local arms to allow them to play a significant role in Local Area Agreement delivery;

· The current consultation on CAAs leaves too many questions unanswered;

· Without significant and transparent incentives or penalties accountability for LAA success is obscure.”

Charged-for publication – details available from web-link above.
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