The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 5, 29 July 2008 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 

Our Place – resources: Community outreach with older people
http://www.ourplacenetwork.org.uk/resources# 
The English Heritage site has now added some resources about working with older people – why not add to this from your work?
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Community Archives and Identities”
http://archivesandidentities.com/ 
This new website has been launched as part of a research project at UCL, looking at the roles that community archives play in supporting and representing communities. It already contains some interesting material about archives and community cohesion, and a growing list of resources. Well worth linking to via the RSS feed.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Consultation on the new Equality Framework for Local Government
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=8488097 
IDeA have produced an updated version of the Framework (http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/8493290) for consultation – they want views from local authorities that have implemented the Equality Standard, and the deadline is 10 September 2008. 

This new version picks up particularly on changes in local demography (including migration), and simplifies the process, whilst also broadening the definitions “which includes the groups that enjoy legal protection against discrimination – race, gender, disability, religion or belief, sexual orientation and age –  but also encourages authorities to work with other groups who may face disadvantage and discrimination, such as white working class boys, looked after children and groups like Gypsies and Travellers whose needs have often been ignored.” 
Local Priorities Website
http://www.localpriorities.communities.gov.uk/ 
DCLG have produced a database of local priorities (as set out in the Local Area Agreements), searchable by local area (so, for example, if you click on your region on the map, you can then choose your local Council from the drop-down menu, and see what has been agreed as their priorities).
Additional funding for development of homeless hostels
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?ReleaseID=369983&NewsAreaID=203&NavigatedFromSearch=True 
DCLG have announced an additional £9.6m for developments to hostels for homeless people. The eleven projects to have been awarded funding are:

· Newcastle – Matt Talbot Hostel (North East) 
· Stop Gap – Tynedale (North East) – refurbishment of a short stay assessment centre for single rough sleepers
· Bath Churches Housing Association – new development to include 
an assessment centre with single room accommodation, a social enterprise and a day centre
· Torbay – Resettlement Project – Shekinah Mission – the grant will be used to rebuild the current daycentre and 'Community Payback' workshop, plus 6 training flats on the site

· Mole Valley (Leatherhead) – Night hostel – to include an assessment centre with short stay single room accommodation

· The Gap – Oxford – to include the creation of a training kitchen for residents, an enhanced medical service as well as refurbishment of parts of the centre

· Nottingham – Bentinck Road – training & employment centre built between a young person's and an older homeless person's hostel, catering for both
· Birmingham/Manchester – Training for Life – a social enterprise organisation will start up schools to train social entrepreneurs amongst homeless people themselves in Manchester and Birmingham
· Blackpool – Street Life daycentre – to purchase a town centre site that is available and equip to provide skills for young people

· Graham House – London WC2 – upgrading 

· Seymour Place – London W1 – the proposal is for a "Challenge Anneka"-style initiative, which will involve service users in refurbishing the interior. 

The Bercow Report
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/bercowreview/
As you will have seen, the review of services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs has just been published. The full report, plus an executive summary and announcements about the Report, are all available from the above weblink.

Improving educational outcomes for children with dyslexia
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/jimroseanddyslexia/ 
A website for teachers, parents, young people and others with an interest in dyslexia has been launched by Sir Jim Rose as part of his review into how children with dyslexia learn best. 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

A guide to engaging Muslim communities
http://beacons.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/8518021
Aimed primarily at the housing sector, this guide has some very useful background information and practical suggestions for engaging with “hard-to-reach” groups within the Muslim communities.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Health inequalities: progress and next steps
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085307 
Outlines the Government’s approach to hit the 2010 health inequalities Public Service Agreement targets, assessing what has and has not worked, and setting the direction of travel beyond 2010.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Working together: listening to the voices of children and young people
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DCSF-00410-2008.pdf 
New, revised edition of this guidance from DCSF. “This guidance promotes the participation of children and young people in decision-making in school, local authority and related settings and provides advice on the principles and practice that support such involvement.”
Transforming places; changing lives – a framework for regeneration
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/citiesandregions/pdf/896104.pdf
NB this file is 3.3Mb

Document setting out proposals for the ways in which regeneration will be carried out in England in the future. Key proposals include emphases on: coordinated approaches with focus on outcomes; devolved power, as locally as possible; tackling the underlying economic challenges.

Consultation ends 31 October.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Talent not tokenism: the business benefits of workforce diversity
http://www.cbi.org.uk/ndbs/press.nsf/0363c1f07c6ca12a8025671c00381cc7/fcfc5103975b774b802574510033054e/$FILE/Talent%20Not%20Tokenism.pdf 
New report from the CBI and TUC, which includes (with case studies): attracting and retaining talent; understanding customers and attracting new business; filling skills gaps; the law on equality and diversity; sources of further information.
Poverty and inequality in the UK: 2008
http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/comm105.pdf 
(Source: Policy Hub 1 July)

New report from the Institute of Fiscal Studies, which assesses the changes to average incomes, inequality and poverty since 1997.

Heritage at Risk
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.00100200400b 
Just in case you haven’t yet seen this, English Heritage have launched this new programme to identify endangered heritage sites, and get something done about them.
And finally …
Inequality in the US
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/american-inequality-highlighted-by-30year-gap-in-life-expectancy-869736.html 
A shocking statistic: “The United States of America is becoming less united by the day. A 30-year gap now exists in the average life expectancy between Mississippi, in the Deep South, and Connecticut, in prosperous New England.”
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