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Number 1, May 1999 (Pilot issue)

Introduction
Welcome to the first issue of the Social Exclusion Action Planning Newsletter!

At the end of the Action Planning Conference on 5 February 1999, the participants decided that one of the actions they wanted was the setting up of a Newsletter to exchange information, and we agreed to pursue this idea. From the responses we have received so far to John Pateman's letter about setting up the network of interested individuals and library authorities, it is clear that you think that a Newsletter would be valuable to you, and we have therefore produced this pilot issue - which you are receiving free of charge - to gauge the interest in producing a regular bulletin of news and information. If we receive favourable responses to this pilot issue of the Newsletter, then we hope to be able to produce an issue monthly.

We have also put in a bid for funding to assist in setting up the Network to the Library and Information Commission via their Development budget. This, together with your subscriptions, would fund the production of future issues of the Newsletter, and would provide the resources for organising meetings of the Network and a Seminar where the Working Papers from the Research Project would be disseminated. We will let you know how this proceeds!

Please let us have your comments on this pilot issue - and, even better, some items for the next one! Please mail comments/copy/letters to John Vincent, Wisteria Cottage, Nadderwater, Exeter EX4 2JQ or fax them on 01392-256045.

We look forward to hearing from you!

John Pateman & John Vincent


News from the Research Project, Public Library Policy & Social Exclusion
This Project is funded by the Library & Information Commission and is being led by Leeds Metropolitan University in partnership with the London Borough of Merton and Sheffield City Libraries.

Background Papers
The first five Background Papers were published in April. These are:

Theories of social exclusion and the public library by Dave Muddiman (no.1)

Public libraries and social exclusion: the historical legacy by Dave Muddiman (no.2)

Public libraries and social class by John Pateman (no.3)

Literacy, social exclusion and the public library by John Vincent (no.4)

Lesbians, bisexuals, gay men and transgendered people by John Vincent (no.5)

The Papers are available free of charge from:

Rebecca Linley, School of Information Management, Leeds Metropolitan University, The Grange, Beckett Park Campus, Leeds LS6 3QS

tel: 0113-2832600 x 3661

email: <r.linley@lmu.ac.uk>

The next batch of Background Papers will be available shortly, and will be announced in the next issue of the Newsletter.

Case Studies
Final decisions on all the Case Study library authorities have still not been taken, but the first three are due to take place in early autumn. We have agreed with the authorities that their names will be kept confidential.

Dissemination
Members of the Project team have spoken at a number of conferences and seminars, including the CPI seminar, "Social inclusion - where do libraries stand?" (John Pateman); an University of Central England seminar, "Putting research into action" (John Vincent); an Information for Social Change/Link one-day conference, "Libraries and social and political exclusion: an international perspective" (Shiraz Durrani and John Pateman); and a conference organised by SINTO and Sheffield City Libraries, "Multicultural services: the new challenge" (Martin Dutch).

Shiraz Durrani has also given a paper at the 2nd European Conference on Equality in Education in Verona.

Links are actively being made with other organisations working in this area, and we have been working with the Community Development Foundation and the Office for Public Management - more about this will appear in the next issue of the Newsletter.


Important dates for your diary
9 June 1999 9.30am-4pm

The Burning Issues Group Training Day
Speakers include: John Vincent and Mark Norman, plus workshops on "Stock selection criteria", "Information sources on the Web" and "Maintaining the momentum".

The cost of the day is £60 (£40 with concessions) to include refreshments and lunch.

Venue: St Pancras Library, Camden Town Hall, Argyle Street, London WC1H 8EQ

Further details from Richard Pearce, Croydon Central Library, Katharine Street, Croydon CR9 1ET (tel: 0181-760-5400)


28 June 1999 9.30am-4.30pm

The Library Association (London & Home Counties Branch): Executive Briefing

(supported by the Association of London Chief Librarians)

The Significance of the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry for Public Libraries
Speakers include: Gus John, former Director of Education and Leisure, Hackney; Suresh Grover, coordinator of the Stephen Lawrence Campaign; and Shiraz Durrani, Merton Library and Heritage Service.

The cost of the day is £75 plus VAT per delegate (to include all documentation, refreshments and lunch), and £35 per accompanying delegate (our expectation is that at least one of the delegates will be Black, as part of the aims of the day is to establish a network of Black library workers).

Venue: The Library Association, 7 Ridgmount Street, London WC1E 7AE


Brief reviews
Huskins, John From disaffection to social inclusion: a social skills approach to developing active citizenship and lifelong learning. published by the author, 1998, and available from him at 3 Somerset Street, Kingsdown, Bristol BS2 8NB. £16.00 + £2.00 post and packing (orders of 10 or more post/packing free)

John Huskins was an HMI youth work specialist for 18 years - since he retired in 1992, he has specialised in working with "youth programmes designed to address disaffection and risk behaviours, including crime." (p3) This is a "handbook for those working with disaffected young people (youth workers, teachers college lecturers, social workers)" ... and includes establishing "partnerships with schools to address truancy and exclusion" and "mentoring, young unemployed, crime diversion, drugs education, youth counselling and similar programmes" (title page). It is linked to the Youth Achievement Awards (which Huskins also developed) and which are operated by the national organisation, Youth Clubs UK.

Starting from the point that society (and specifically schools) should work towards "zero tolerance of truancy and exclusion", he then outlines some of the reasons for disaffection (which are located primarily within the family, although Huskins does recognise the part that social conditions can play, but all the wider political implications) and takes the reader through the various phases of the programme from initial contact, through involvement of young people, to their taking on a leadership or peer education role. 

Disappointingly, especially given that the author includes a section on sex education and another on youth counselling (including emotional problems, depression and suicide), he makes no mention of sexual orientation as being an important factor, yet research has shown the link between teenage suicide - especially of young men - and being (or thought to be) lesbian or gay.

The book contains a wealth of useful, practical examples of work which can be undertaken with young people, and, whilst the prime use of this book is going to be in youth work settings, nevertheless there is much of use and interest to others (such as library workers).

JV

Items received
Bringing Britain together: a national strategy for neighbourhood renewal (Cm 4045) [report by the Social Exclusion Unit]. Stationery Office, 1998 £9.50 (0 10 140452 2)

Howarth, Catherine, Kenway, Peter, Palmer, Guy, and Street, Cathy. Monitoring poverty and social exclusion: Labour's inheritance. Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 1998 £16.95 (1 859350496)

Levitas, Ruth. The inclusive society? Social exclusion and New Labour. Macmillan, 1998 £16.99 (0 333 73087 9)

Oppenheim, Carey (ed) An inclusive society: strategies for tackling poverty. Institute for Public Policy Research, 1998 £11.95 (1 86030 0707)

Walker, Alan and Walker, Carol (eds) Britain divided: the growth of social exclusion in the 1980s and 1990s CPAG [Child Poverty Action Group] Ltd, 1997 £9.95 (0 946744 91 2)


This Newsletter was compiled by John Vincent. Please send any comments, items for inclusion in the next issue to:

John Vincent

Wisteria Cottage

Nadderwater

Exeter EX4 2JQ

fax: 01392 256045
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