The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 156, 27 June 2014
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

“60,000 vulnerable babies to have A Better Start in life”
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/press-releases/england/170614_nat_abs_a-better-start-in-life
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 23 Jun 2014)

“Five areas in England are sharing £215 million to help parents of 0-3-year-olds … The areas announced today have been awarded up to £50 million each – Lambeth, Southend, Nottingham, Blackpool and Bradford – in a ground-breaking ten year test and learn initiative to see what methods are the best for laying the foundations for 0-3-year-olds to improve their future health, social and educational outcomes. The investment aims to improve the life chances of more than 60,000 babies and children.”
Adoption Support Fund
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2014/06/26/government-launches-new-scheme-dramatically-improve-post-adoption-support/
(Sources: Children & Young People Now, 26 Jun 2014 and Community Care, 26 Jun 2014)
The government has announced the formal launch of its new support fund for adopted children and their families.
From 26 Jun 2014, the Adoption Support Fund – intended to give families better access to vital support services, including therapy – will be piloted by 10 councils across England with £2m government funding. A further £19.3m will be provided to roll out the fund nationally.

The pilot will run in Cornwall, East Sussex, Gloucestershire, Hampshire, Leicester, Lewisham, Manchester, Newcastle, North Yorkshire, and Solihull.
Carnegie Library Lab
http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/changing-minds/knowledge---culture/carnegie-library-lab
Launching in Sept, this new programme is “to support innovation and leadership in the public library service. It aims to support applicants with a range of experience and learning.


“The programme will run for three years, from 2014 to 2017, and will have five elements:
· Learning programme: This will be based on The International Network of Emerging Library Leaders (INELI) programme run by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The programme will be provided via an online learning platform.

· Project funding: We will provide funding to help successful applicants develop and implement innovative projects in relation to public libraries and services.

· Mentoring: Mentors will assist with project management, personal development and online learning.

· Creating and supporting a network: The Trust will facilitate communication and networking among participants via online platforms and face-to-face meetings. The hope is to foster the development of a cohort of innovators that can share ideas and inspire one another.

· Evaluation: The Trust will put in place an external evaluation of the projects. The aims of the evaluation are:

· to help participants to identify successes, challenges and how to take their work forward; and
· to enable the Trust to share learning and experience from supported projects with policy makers, practitioners and funders.” 

More info will be available on the Carnegie website in September.
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Response to the consultation on the Child Poverty Strategy 2014 to 2017 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/318062/2b_Poverty_Response_-_Final.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 16 Jun 2014)

You may have seen coverage of this report in the media – it’s the response from the Social Mobility and Child Poverty Commission, which is highly critical of the new Strategy:

1. “The new strategy is the Government’s opportunity to revise its plans for tackling child poverty to get back on track towards meeting its legal obligation to end child poverty by 2020: the Commission has a matching statutory duty, namely to assess likely progress against this goal. 

2. Our key conclusion is that this opportunity has not been taken. While there have been improvements in the Government’s strategic approach and in some policy areas, overall the strategy falls far short of what is needed.” [p3] 

Councils supporting youth transitions into work and learning: case studies

http://www.local.gov.uk/documents/10180/49928/140611+Councils+supporting+youth+transitions.pdf/9a24ba62-5468-42f6-a1e9-9327b824e03f 
(Source: LGA Children & Young People Team email, 20 Jun 2014)
New report from the LGA, which showcases work that local government does to support the transition for young people into work and further learning.

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

State of caring 2014
http://www.carersuk.org/for-professionals/policy/policy-library/state-of-caring-2014?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Carers+UK&utm_campaign=4125285_MAY+ENGLAND+PROFESSIONAL&utm_content=stateofcaringreport&dm_i=74C,2GF39,PF3RX,8XJVY,1
(Source: email from Michael Mann, Southend Council, via Simon Wallace, 28 May 2014)

“Carers UK carries out an annual survey of carers to collect evidence on a whole range of issues affecting carers’ lives. This year nearly 5,000 carers shared their experiences …”
Headlines include:

· 49% of carers feel that society does not think about them at all

· 69% of carers find it difficult to get a good night’s sleep as a result of caring

· 58% of carers have reduced the amount of exercise they do since they stated caring

· 73% of carers feel more anxious because of their caring role

· 62% of carers said it was the stress of juggling everything that meant they gave up work

· 35% of carers gave expensive or lack of suitable care services as reasons they gave up work or retired early to care.
“Sun, sand and inequality: why the British seaside towns are losing out”
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/jun/22/sun-sea-inequality-social-crisis-britain-resorts-weymouth
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Just in case you didn’t see this article which focuses on Weymouth, and highlights the lack of opportunities, poverty and stagnation affecting some UK coastal towns. 

“When the UK goes 'digital by default', who will be left behind?”
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/jun/23/when-the-uk-goes-digital-by-default-who-will-be-left-behind 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

… and in case you missed this important article: “UK government services are going digital, yet often the people who need them most are not able to access them ...” This looks at the needs of the 17% who are digitally excluded.
“See the Child”
http://www.seethechild.org/find-out-more
(Source: Community Care Snapshot, 25 Jun 2014)

Launch of a new campaign by Kids Company (Camila Batmanghelidjh) to have vulnerable children and young people become a higher priority. There is also an article at: http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2014/06/24/camila-batmanghelidjh-childrens-social-care-must-prioritised-like-economy-foreign-affairs-nhs/#.U6qluvldWOM?cmpid=NLC|SCSC|SCNEW-2014-0625.

Both include a range of shocking statistics about children in the UK today (which we can draw on to add weight to the work we do with vulnerable young people). 

“Early launch of materials for Six Book Challenge 2015”
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/early-launch-of-materials-for-six-book-challenge-2015.html 

The Reading Agency are now launching materials for the 2015 Six Book Challenge to mark Adult Learners’ Week so that organisations can order them ready for the start of the new academic year in September.

“The homelessness crisis in England: a perfect storm”
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/jun/25/homelessness-crisis-england-perfect-storm 

Just in case you missed this article about the rise in homelessness:

“Last year, 112,070 people declared themselves homeless in England – a 26% increase in four years. At the same time, the number of people sleeping rough in London grew by 75% to a staggering 6,437.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Rather than abusing drugs I’m using literature to combat my depression”
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk/blog/rather-abusing-drugs-i%E2%80%99m-using-literature-combat-my-depression
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Article about the positive effect of going to “Time To Change” ‘Reading for Wellbeing’ sessions.
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Levelling up … 
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/80807ba226016c577e411f698/files/ff04df5b-5862-4873-8a85-64fcb7027315.pdf
(Source: email from Nick Owen, Aspire Trust)

Subtitled “A research study into what constitutes excellent and innovative practice in Cultural Leadership initiatives either targeted at or including disabled and d/Deaf emerging and mid-term leaders in the cultural industries sector”, this summary report presents case studies from fourteen disabled or d/Deaf cultural leaders, examining what made them successful working in the arts and creative industries.
“First there was racism and sexism, now there's ableism”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-ouch-27840472
(Source: STV Bulletin 163, 19 Jun 2014)

In the BBC “Ouchlets” (“A series on small but significant insights into disability”), this is an interesting discussion of the increasing use of ‘ableism’ and ‘disablism’. 

Learning Difficulty issues – Other Agencies
“Tech Thursday: Make your computer speak Part 1: Getting started”
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/news/tech-thursday-make-your-computer-speak-part-1-getting-started
(Source: STV Bulletin 163, 19 Jun 2014)

This is the first of a five-part series on speech output, which will cover getting started; free speaking software; commercial speaking software; text-to-speech voices and text-to-speech on mobile services.

Migration issues – News 
“#MigrantsContribute! Line up to change the narratives…”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2014/migrantscontribute-line-change-narratives?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=8b57f9f56f-MRN_News_10-05-2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1084a7080c-8b57f9f56f-197822741
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 16 Jun 2014)

Blog-piece on “Migration Pulse”, which announces the launch of a new campaign which:

“… will use the media to challenge negative and false coverage about migrants in the UK by providing fair and evidenced based narratives, which tell the truth about the contribution migrants make.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

UNHCR Global Report 2013
http://www.unhcr.org/gr13/index.xml 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 9-20 Jun 2014)  

The full report is available at the above weblink – a brief overview and response from the Refugee Council is available at: http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/4104_global_forced_displacement_tops_50_million. 
This includes the headline which has been picked up widely by the media, which “shows 51.2 million people were forcibly displaced at the end of 2013, six million more than in 2012. According to UNHCR, this massive increase was driven mainly by the war in Syria, and conflict in in Central African Republic and South Sudan.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Key points from the MRN Annual Migration Summit
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2014/06/four-lessons-bringing-migration-sector-together-morning?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=1bbaa8d221-MRN_News_10-05-2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1084a7080c-1bbaa8d221-197822741 
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 23 Jun 2014)

Report of the four key messages from the Summit:
1. There is widespread commitment, across the migration sector and across the UK, to promoting a different set of messages on immigration. 
2. The migration sector has substantial resources in terms of expertise and contacts, which can be brought to bear on campaigns over the period until 2015.
3. We expect to see some strategic ‘wins’ on key immigration campaign issues over the coming period.
4. In order to have a longer-term impact, the migrants’ rights sector also needs to make broader arguments which can build support over the coming period.
More info under each heading available on the MRN website. 

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

First World War centenary programme 2014-2018: guide to engaging local communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/320244/First_World_War_centenary_programme_2014-2018.pdf
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Useful guidance from DCMS, with some practical ideas for community engagement. 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
British Social Attitudes 31
http://www.bsa-31.natcen.ac.uk/media/38202/bsa31_full_report.pdf 

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 400, 23 Jun 2014)*
This is a link to the important report that has received major media coverage (particularly in relation to attitudes towards migration and what it means to be ‘British’).

*Congratulations to the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) and BEMIS on the production and publication of the 400th edition of MEMO – the Minority Ethnic Matters Overview – it’s a great resource! 
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