The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 155, 16 June 2014
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

Archive Service Accreditation
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/standards.htm 

(Source: email from Melinda Haunton via archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

Congratulations to the four services who have just successfully applied – they are the first to apply under the live Accreditation scheme:

· Lancashire Archives

· Lincolnshire Archives

· London Metropolitan Archives 

· Special Collections, University of Bradford

The first three are all Network members.

Funding & Opportunities

“Prison Library of the Year”
http://www.cilip.org.uk/prison-libraries-group/about/prison-library-year 
(Source: email from Sue Wilkinson, Chair, Cilip Prison Libraries Group)
“Entries are now open for Prison Library of the Year 2014.

This annual award aims to recognise the excellent work that is carried out in prison libraries every day and to highlight the best practice in prisons offering an outstanding library service.

The winner will receive the Margaret Watson Trophy and a £500 Bright Books stock voucher.”
Further info about applying is available at the above weblink. 
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Streets Ahead”
http://www.southend.gov.uk/news/article/161/project_is_streets_ahead
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

This is an interesting example of a local authority team working across a number of areas of need (including health & wellbeing, and work with Roma young people):

“Streets Ahead is a joint project working with partners across the borough to help improve aspirations, health, skills and life chances of people trapped in a spiral of difficulties.”
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

Hidden Homelessness: “I am one of Britain’s hidden homeless”

http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/hidden-homelessness-daisy-may-hudson?fb_action_ids=10203186253691428&fb_action_types=og.likes&fb_source=other_multiline&action_object_map=%5B667906093276043%5D&action_type_map=%5B%22og.likes%22%5D&action_ref_map=%5B%5D 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Interesting article by someone who, as she says, doesn’t “fit the stereotype, striding into work every morning with my fur coat, red lipstick and sassitude.”
“Gallery: What inequality looks like”
http://ideas.ted.com/2014/06/03/gallery-what-inequality-looks-like/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Galley of images and statements:

“… we asked an international group of artists, designers, photographers and activists to provide one image that encapsulates what inequality means to them — and to explain their selection”

“TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks (18 minutes or less). TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment and Design converged, and today covers almost all topics — from science to business to global issues — in more than 100 languages. Meanwhile, independently run TEDx events help share ideas in communities around the world.” (From: http://www.ted.com/about/our-organization) 
“Racism on the rise in Britain”
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/may/27/-sp-racism-on-rise-in-britain 

(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/b 26 May 2014)

In-depth article which looks at the issues thrown up by the latest British Social Attitudes survey.

On 28 May, JRF blogged a piece, “How racism contributes to poverty in the UK”, based on their research which shows that increasing levels of racism leads to higher poverty. See: http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2014/05/racism?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20publications%20and%20blogs%20wb%2026th%20May%202014&utm_content=Weekly%20publications%20and%20blogs%20wb%2026th%20May%202014+CID_400f3878216c1940cbb1602e1147a06f&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Blog%20How%20racism%20contributes%20to%20poverty%20in%20the%20UK. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Dementia Toolkit
http://www.carewatch.co.uk/blog/2014/february/11/infographic-dementia-toolkit/
(Source: Later Life Newsletter, 56, June 2014)
Carewatch have put together an infographic toolkit to help those caring for relatives with dementia.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
What do we know about migration? Informing the debate
http://www.cream-migration.org/files/Migration-FactSheet.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 19 May 2014)

“CReAM an independent research centre located in the Department of Economics at University College London, has produced a new briefing paper to inform the debate on migration.

The document summarises the key findings on 10 issues that relate to immigration, such as innovation and trade, fiscal and labour market effects, education, the health system and housing, and crime and international development. It points out the state of research on these issues, and at the same time explains the challenges to obtaining reliable figures.
The document is intended as a resource for the interested observer, to inform about the state of research on these issues in relationship to the UK, and to provide further references for in depth study.”
“Hate, fear and division are returning to our society”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2014/hate-fear-and-division-are-returning-our-society?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=e307230638-MRN_News_09-06-2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1084a7080c-e307230638-197822741
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 9 Jun 2014)

“Migration Pulse” blog-piece which looks at the increases in racism, in the light of the announcement by Anna Lo – the UK’s only parliamentary politician of Chinese origin – who has announced that she will not seek re-election to the Northern Ireland Assembly because of the racism that she is so often confronted with.
Poverty among refugees and asylum seekers in the UK: an evidence and policy review
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/iris/2014/working-paper-series/IRiS-WP-1-2014.pdf
(Source: email from Nando Sigona to refed, 12 Jun 2014)

Important new piece of research:

“This Working Paper reviews evidence on the relationship between poverty and refugees and asylum seekers in the UK. It focuses on i) the experiences of poverty among refugees, asylum seekers and refused asylum seekers, including women, children, unaccompanied asylum seeking minors, families, elderly, Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender (LGBT) people, disabled, and members of cultural and religious minorities; ii) how experiences of poverty change over time and differ across the UK; and iii) strategies to prevent and reduce poverty among forced migrants. The Working Paper demonstrates that the pathways into poverty faced by this marginalised group are many and often intersectional. Yet, for many, the asylum system itself is a source of vulnerability to poverty and destitution. This is especially demonstrable at points of transition. The review finds that reducing the incidence of poverty would i) improve the quality and fairness of the asylum process and ii) lead to improved refugee health, wellbeing and integration.” [p3]

“Positive/Negative”
http://www.positivenegatives.org/comics 

(Source: email to refed, 12 Jun 2014)

“I’ve just come across the work of Benjamin Dix, a former UN worker, who has been taking the testimonies of conflict survivors and people who have forcibly migrated / become refugees / asylum seekers and retelling them as comic strips. I thought you might be interested in their potential as a powerful educational resource.”  

Books focusing on identity, belonging, conflict, migrant and refugee experiences
https://www.clpe.org.uk/page/52
(Source: email to refed, 12 Jun 2014)

Just in case you haven’t come across this valuable resource – a list of materials for children and young people.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Sustaining Communities, Sustaining Ourselves”
http://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/sustaining-communities-sustaining-ourselves.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads
(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, Jun 2014)

“Aarhus Public Libraries in Aarhus, Denmark, built their new library using a process they call Participatory Democracy in Action. They did so by asking their community the question in the quote above, "If everything is online, why come to the library at all?" Feedback came from all over, children and adults, and had a huge impact in shaping the plan for the new Aarhus library building, Dokk1, which will open later this year on the harbour front in Aarhus.
What they achieved in Aarhus is not just a beautiful new library building offering innovative services, but a library that was planned, from the ground up and with the participation of its community, to serve the community in the ways that the community said it wanted to be served. Since the new library hasn't opened yet, it's still too early to say what impact this type of participatory planning will have, but odds seem good that the library AND the community will thrive because of this connection between the two throughout the entire process.
When the services and space of the library meet the needs of the community, the library will help to sustain that community and the community, in turn, will sustain the library.”
“Transforming Library Space for Community Engagement”
http://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/transforming-library-space-for-community-engagement.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads 
(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, Jun 2014)

Brief summary of key issues that were discussed in a webinar on 22 May, and which focused on core questions: 
“What, after all, are libraries really about? Are libraries mostly about books and study? Or are libraries mostly about community, and the making of things and ideas?”

Broader issues – Other Agencies
The politics of curriculum in schools
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2014_Policy_Paper_-_The_politics_of_curriculum_in_schools.pdf 
(Source: Updates from Class, 27 May 2014)
New “Policy Paper” from Class, which makes interesting reading in the light of current arguments about set books in the curriculum:
“This paper provides a review of curriculum change under successive governments, highlighting the damage caused by intensive ministerial control and the impact of political ideologies of neoliberal functionalism and neoconservative nostalgia.” [p3]
“Trojan Horse Counter Narrative”
http://instedconsultancy.wordpress.com/2014/06/09/trojan-horse-counter-narrative/ 
(Source: Insted Consultancy News, 9 Jun 2014)

… and, on a related theme, this is a good gathering-together of articles which give another view of the alleged “Trojan Horse” plot in Birmingham schools. 
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