The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 149, 14 March 2014
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Translated synopsis of My Dear I Wanted to Tell You by Louisa Young for reading groups taking part in Cityread London April 2014 
(Source: email from ALAG)

“Translations are available in the following languages: Bengali, Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese), Gujarati, Hindi, Panjabi, Tamil and Urdu.

As well as a synopsis of the story, there is a section about the characters, author background, and questions to create a wide discussion about changing attitudes towards war.

The translations will be available at the end of March 2014, in PDF format, at a cost of £50 per language. If a facilitator is required for a reader development event lasting approximately 40 minutes, ALAG can arrange this (subject to availability), at a cost of £30 per language plus travelling expenses for the facilitator.”
For more information contact ALAG member, Monna Rizvi, monnarizvi@googlemail.com. 

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

Reading for pleasure and reading circles for adult emergent readers
https://www.niace.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/reading_for_pleasure_-_flyer2_uk.pdf
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

New publication from NIACE in their “Insights in Adult Learning” series: 

“Adult literacy provision has become more functional and assessment driven over the last decade, largely due to funding requirements and the introduction of the national test. One result of this is that the clear benefits of reading for pleasure in adult skills development have become less apparent. 
This book addresses the need to support teachers in developing adults’ skills through reading for pleasure as an individual and group practice, incorporating the activity into the curriculum. It focuses on reading for pleasure for adult emergent readers – those who consider themselves non-readers either because they feel they cannot or do not read – and draws on the author’s research with adult readers and reading circles. 

It will be of particular interest to adult literacy, functional skills and ESOL teachers/trainee teachers, adult literacy and ESOL teacher educators, librarians and community development professionals.”

NB Charged-for publication.

Rebuilding shattered lives: the final report
http://www.mungos.org/documents/4752/4752.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Rebuilding+Shattered+Lives+final+report&utm_content=Rebuilding+Shattered+Lives+final+report+CID_2c25205a71441bab939a5f9743206500&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=this%20report
(Source: Clinks Members Policy Briefing, Mar 2014)

New report from St Mungo’s which presents findings from an 18-month campaign ‘to raise awareness of women’s homelessness, to showcase good practice and innovation and, ultimately, to improve services and policy for the future.’ The report makes ten recommendations on how support can be designed to address the complex and interrelated needs of women who are homeless. 

Write to be Heard: supporting offender learning through creative writing
http://www.artsalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/Writetobeheard_FinalReport.pdf
NB file is 5 Mb

(Source: Arts Alliance Newsflash, 13 Mar 2014)
 “The Arts Alliance's creative writing programme 'Write to be Heard' aimed to encourage hard-to-reach offenders to engage with education and arts opportunities in prison. The project encompassed a national creative writing competition, a schedule of creative writing workshops and master-classes, and a series of programmes broadcast on National Prison Radio …
The resulting evaluation report explores the perspective of prisoners, participating arts organisations and competition entrants to highlight the links between creative writing and literacy, numeracy and desistance factors. The report shows impressive results and finds that creative workshops are a catalyst for change and can offer a pathway into engagement with more formal learning opportunities.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Recommended books for helping children with anxiety 
http://www.livingthelifefantastic.com/2013/10/31-days-to-peace-day-15-helping-children-with-anxiety-13-recommended-books/ 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
“Did you know that anxiety disorders affect one in eight children?”

This website includes: “a list of 13 books for helping children with anxiety – book that you can read with your children, and also some books and a few other resources for you to read on your own, so that you can also feel empowered to help your child handle their anxiety.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Gurkha Homes Project – Colchester
http://gurkhahomes.org/Contact/index.html 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 3-14 Mar 2014)  

This is of interest, as we have had enquiries about provision for Gurkhas in the past:

“Based in Colchester, Gurkha Homes Project is a not-for-profit social enterprise set up by 5 ex-servicemen. They aim to provide secure and affordable housing for Gurkha military veterans and their partners. They also want to provide social support to help them access benefits and services and integrate into the local community. The number of veterans living in the UK has grown since April 2008 when, after a high profile campaign, any Gurkha who had served in the British Army for at least four years could apply for permission to settle in the UK. If the Gurkha has a partner and/or dependent children under the age of 18, they could also apply. Most veterans currently live in areas with strong military connections and/or existing Gurkha communities – such as Aldershot, Greenwich, Reading, Swindon and Colchester. The exact numbers of veterans looking for housing is not known – not least because the veterans tend not to ask for help but rather rely on the community spirit that exists within the Gurkha culture. Abbeygate House in Colchester is made up of 26 self-contained flats which are currently home to 19 families. Anyone who would like to support the integration and social support work of this organisation, please contact them [via the above weblink].”

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“12 Things You Didn't Know about Women in the First World War”
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/12-things-you-didnt-know-about-women-in-the-first-world-war 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
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