The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 145, 27 January 2014
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

“Read all about it: popular Dundee library’s key role in life of city”
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/lifestyle/leisure/read-all-about-it-popular-dundee-library-s-key-role-in-life-of-city-1.172779
(Source: Public Libraries News, 8 Jan 2014)

Congratulations to Dundee! “It is official: the Central Library in Dundee is once again Scotland’s busiest library, with 779,424 visitors in 2012-13. The library also won The Bookseller’s UK Library of the Year award last year, one of only seven libraries in the UK to be shortlisted.”

The newspaper article also (helpfully) cites Dundee’s community-based work: 

“The competition entry for Dundee showcased the impressive digital participation programme that connects libraries to the reading public.
This includes support for people in local communities who are experiencing the impact of welfare reform, with free internet access and training available in all libraries with Dundee City Council and other agencies.
Dundee was the first authority in Scotland to introduce a service for people with additional support needs and now provides IT devices and support to a wide range of agencies and individuals to ensure everyone can access the internet.”
New Supplier
International Children's Digital Library

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/about/mission.shtml
(Source: email to lis-pub-libs from Chris Armstrong, Information Automation Limited)
Access to children's books to read online. "The ICDL Foundation's goal is to build a collection of books that represents outstanding historical and contemporary books from throughout the world. Ultimately, the Foundation aspires to have every culture and language represented so that every child can know and appreciate the riches of children's literature from the world community."

Funding & Opportunities

“Power to Change”
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/powertochange 
(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 326, 10 Jan 2014)
Announced in December, “Power to Change is a new initiative which will invest up to £150 million to support the development of sustainable community-led enterprises across England.”

There is more guidance on the website, including a briefing to download (click on “read our briefing” towards the foot of the page).
Spring Online 2014
www.digitalunite.com/spring-online
(Source: email from Katharine Teed, Digital Unite)

“Help someone get online this spring! Spring Online in association with Carphone Warehouse, is Digital Unite’s award-winning initiative that makes it possible for thousands of people, often older people, to try out using computers and tablets and the internet, many for the first time. 

During one week (31 March – 4 April 2014) thousands of free taster events and sessions are held by volunteers and organisations across the UK to help and inspire local people achieve a lasting use of the internet.

Whether you have access to one computer or tablet or a whole room full of them, Spring Online is a fantastic opportunity to help others in your area to get online.”
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Six Book Challenge launch, Southend

Six Book Challenge: http://sixbookchallenge.org.uk/
Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m5dkKaHXBs
(Source: Southend-on-Sea Council Press Release)

“The official launch of this year’s Six Book Challenge took place at The Forum Southend-on-Sea building on Thursday 16th January 2014. On the day, library staff were joined by were joined by adult learners, local college tutors and community partners for a premiere of a specially produced short film about the Six Book Challenge reading scheme using The Forum’s “Big Screen”. 

The video was filmed entirely on location in The Forum and features interviews with successful Challenge participants from Southend Adult Community College (SACC), who share their personal stories of improved literacy skills and boosted reading confidence. The aim of the film is to spread the word about the Six Book Challenge and to encourage even more people to rediscover the many benefits of reading for pleasure.”
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

Shaping the future: getting the best for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic children and young people – seminar series report
http://www.rota.org.uk/webfm_send/246 
(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 326, 10 Jan 2014)
“Between November 2011 and February 2013, [Race on the Agenda] delivered the Shaping the Future seminar series across London, which … looked at progress made against race inequality since 1993 and identified new forms of racism and inequality emerging from a challenging economic climate and wide ranging policy reforms and public spending cuts.” [p6]
“The seminars found that racism and race discrimination still exist in British society, and are frequently evident in the school system and in higher education. Racism and race inequality persist in new and emerging forms and in a denial of racism that sees it as ‘no longer an issue’. The language of equality is being lost to public discourse.” [p9]

The report has a number of recommendations for eg the Government, the criminal justice system, the public sector, etc.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Single parents in the age of austerity
http://www.gingerbread.org.uk/uploads/media/17/8737.pdf
(Source: LGA Research Bulletin, 8 Jan 2014)

New report from Gingerbread, which is the first from a three-year project tracking single parents' experiences of living in the current challenging economic climate.

“Youth Chances”
http://www.youthchances.org/
The first findings of the research are now available – of particular importance is the report, The experiences of LGBTQ young people in England, see: http://www.youthchances.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/YC_REPORT_FirstFindings_2014.pdf. 
Implications of austerity for LGBT people and services

http://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/205545/unison-lgbt-austerity-final-report.pdf 

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 7 Jan 2014)

New report from NatCen for UNISON, which "... found evidence of a number of ways in which austerity cuts had affected LGBT people and the services they used, although the extent to which they were experienced varied among participants ... The main effects of austerity on LGBT people at a personal level were:

· greater financial hardships from redundancies, real term pay cuts and changes to benefit rules; 

· problems finding accommodation where they could feel safe and that was LGBT-friendly; 

· a reduction in sexual health and mental health services that addressed their specific needs; 

· greater feelings of marginalisation and invisibility as specialist LGBT services and support disappeared.

... There was a fear that progress on challenging heterosexism and discrimination was being reversed and that homophobia and transphobia were on the rise again ... LGBT issues and concerns were treated as less important than other concerns; as a ‘nice thing to do’ that could be dropped in harder times." [p5]

Can I tell you something?
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/news-and-views/media-centre/press-releases/2014/childline-report/childline-report_can-i-tell-you-something_wdf100354.pdf?format=browser
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 10 Jan 2014)

“This survey of what affected children in 2013 shows a new and worrying trend for young people to contact the service about issues such as self-harm, suicide and online bullying. It reports a sharp rise in pleas for help over online bullying, as children struggle to cope with the downside of social networking. The helpline recorded an 87 per cent increase in contacts about cyberbullying while calls about bullying offline rose by 8 per cent. More than 1,400 young people told Childline that they were experiencing racist bullying, a 69 per cent increase on last year. Self-harm was mentioned in almost 47,000 counselling sessions, a 41 per cent year-on-year increase and there was a 50 per cent rise in contacts about self-harm specifically from 12 year olds - the highest increase of any age. Contacts where young people felt suicidal increased by 33 per cent, with over 4,500 contacts from children aged between the ages of 12 and 15 alone, regarding suicide.” 

Make NEETs history in 2014
http://impetus-pef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Make-NEETs-History-Report_ImpetusPEF_January-2014.pdf
(Source: NFER On the Web, Jan 2014, http://www.nfer.ac.uk/what-we-offer/information/ontheweb/pdfs/january2014.pdf) 

New report from Impetus – the Private Equity Foundation:

“We have reviewed the available evidence and conducted focus groups with young people who were born in the Millennium year and who will this year be making choices that will affect their whole lives. Contained in this report is new analysis of the drivers and the impacts of NEET status – and a call to action for Government to make Britain’s NEET problem history.” [p4]

“Should access to the internet be a fundamental right … for everyone?”
http://theinformed.org.uk/2014/01/should-access-to-the-internet-be-a-fundamental-right-for-everyone/ 

“Informed” is a fairly new blog which “has been set up with the aim of providing a neutral space for library and information professionals to share their thoughts about wider information issues.”

This piece argues in favour of allowing internet access to prisoners in order to support their learning and rehabilitation. 

“Inequality is increasing. Governments must act.”
http://classonline.org.uk/blog/item/inequality-is-increasing.-governments-must-act 
(Source: Updates from Class, 24 Jan 2014)

Important blog-piece from Kate Pickett (co-author of The spirit level). 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Mood-boosting Top Twenty”
http://www.brighton-hove-rpml.org.uk/WhatsOn/Pages/Mood-boostingCampaign2014.aspx 

(Source: email from Alan Issler, Brighton & Hove Libraries)

“Help us cheer up January by telling us about your favourite feel-good novel or poetry for Brighton & Hove’s very own Top Twenty Mood-boosting Reads.

Have you discovered the national Reading Well Mood-boosting Books scheme? Titles with the feel good factor which have been recommended by readers?” 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Closing the gap: priorities for essential change in mental health

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/273649/Closing_the_gap.pdf 

Sets out 25 priorities for change in how children and adults with mental health problems are supported and cared for, including an emphasis on improved information provision about mental health issues. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Same old … the experiences of young offenders with mental health needs

http://www.barrowcadbury.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/YoungMinds-Same-Old...-2013-low-res.pdf
(Source: Clinks Member’s Policy Briefing, Jan 2014)

“The report reveals that little has changed over the last 20 years; young people within the criminal justice system still receive highly inadequate mental health care. Both young people and the professionals working with them highlighted distinct problems with mental health provisions which included waiting lists being too long, which results in many young people self medicating, are gaps in service provision between young people’s and adult mental health services and support centred around medication.” [Taken from: http://www.barrowcadbury.org.uk/same-old-report-from-young-minds-and-t2a-finds-failures-in-mental-health-provision-for-young-people-in-the-criminal-justice-system/]. 

Regional Voices: “Who’s who in the regions?”

http://www.regionalvoices.org/whoswho 

(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 327, 17 Jan 2014)

“Regional Voices champions the work of voluntary and community organisations to improve health, well-being and care across England. We are a partnership of nine regional networks.” [Taken from: http://www.regionalvoices.org/].

They have developed the regional Who's Who guide “to support voluntary and community sector organisations make contact with people in the new health and care structures in  each region, including clinical commissioning groups, health and wellbeing boards, local Healthwatch organisations, commissioning support units, CQC in each local authority.”

YoungMinds Vs Campaign

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1808_youngminds_launches_mass_movement_of_change
(Source: YoungMinds e-newsletter, Jan 2014)

On 20 Jan, YoungMinds launched a new campaign, calling for a mass movement of change in children and young people’s mental health.

They will be running five mini-campaigns under the over-arching aim to improve children and young people’s mental health:

· Sexual pressures – YoungMinds Vs Sexed up

· Bullying – YoungMinds Vs Bullying

· Unemployment – YoungMinds Vs No Work

· School stress – YoungMinds Vs School Stress

· Access to counselling – YoungMinds Vs No Help.

As part of the campaign:

· “A young activists network will be formed and participants will deliver training to healthcare and childcare professionals and run local mental health task groups.

· Young people will be given the opportunity to directly influence local structures and influence how mental health services are run.

·  Hundreds of Young Media Champions will lead the campaign’s media and online campaign work galvanising the voice of children and young people seeking change.”

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Microsoft Screenreader
http://www.windoweyesforoffice.com/
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB to sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

“Microsoft have announced that people can now download free screenreader
technology when they have a Microsoft Office licence. 

Steve Tyler, RNIB Head of solutions strategy and planning, said: 

‘RNIB is delighted by the news that blind and partially sighted people will be able to access a screenreader as part of a regular windows package. For the first time, Microsoft Office users with sight loss can download screenreader technology free of charge. 

The cost of screenreader software has been a barrier for many people in the past, preventing them from fully engaging in technology. 

Making software of this nature available on mainstream platforms at no additional charge is a game changer for those that want, and increasingly need, access to digital technologies.’

Read more at the Window-Eyes for Office website” (weblink above).


“A Sense of the Past”
http://www.rnib.org.uk/aboutus/contactdetails/nireland/news/Pages/senseofthepast.aspx
(Source: STV Bulletin, 153, 19 Jan 2014)  

“This Heritage Lottery funded project presents insights into the social history of blindness in Northern Ireland from 1800, through wartime, right up to present day. 

This project provides the first social history of blindness in Northern Ireland with this fascinating book and interactive, accessible exhibition.”

The book is available from RNIB Belfast.

Migration issues – News 
“Racist bullying: Far-right agenda on immigration ‘being taken into classrooms’”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/racist-bullying-farright-agenda-on-immigration-being-taken-into-classrooms-9045148.html 
(Source: IRR News, 3-9 Jan 2014)

Important – if depressing – article: “More than 1,400 children and young people contacted ChildLine for counselling about racist bullying in 2013, up 69 per cent on the previous 12 months.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Religious hostilities reach six-year high

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/RestrictionsV-full-report.pdf 

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 380, 20 Jan 2014) 

Very useful background report from the Pew Research Center. 

“The share of countries with a high or very high level of social hostilities involving religion reached a six-year peak in 2012, according to a new study by the Pew Research Center. A third (33%) of the 198 countries and territories included in the study had high religious hostilities in 2012, up from 29% in 2011 and 20% as of mid-2007. Religious hostilities increased in every major region of the world except the Americas. The sharpest increase was in the Middle East and North Africa, which still is feeling the effects of the 2010-11 political uprisings known as the Arab Spring ... There also was a significant increase in religious hostilities in the Asia-Pacific region, where China edged into the ‘high’ category for the first time.” [p7]

Moving stories …
http://climatemigration.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/MovingStories.pdf
(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 20 Jan 2014)

 “The voices of people who move in the context of environmental change are currently absent from the debate about how this issue is addressed … Moving Stories highlights these powerful, inspiring and often traumatic stories. Testimonies from ten regions across the world have been compiled from local news reports, academic journals and interviews recorded by civil society groups. The stories highlight different kinds of movement affected by slow– and rapid–onset disasters. The stories show us that movement linked to environmental change happens very differently in different parts of the world. The stories also reveal that individual decisions to move or stay vary widely even in response to the same disaster.” [Taken from: http://climatemigration.org.uk/moving-stories-report-the-voices-of-people-who-move-in-the-context-of-environmental/]. 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Measuring impact and outcomes: lessons from RNIB

http://www.rnib.org.uk/aboutus/Documents/Measuring_impact_and_outcomes_final.doc 

(Source: STV Bulletin, 153, 19 Jan 2014)  

Written by RNIB’s Phil Sital-Singh, “This document gives an overview of impact measuring and why it is valuable. It covers the concept of an impact map, as well as other tools and methods for measuring impact that you can apply to your own work.”
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