The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 144, 10 January 2014
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

“Norfolk & Norwich Millennium tops list of most popular UK libraries”
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/dec/11/norfolk-norwich-library-most-popular-top-20
(Source: Public Libraries News, 11 Dec 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen this news. 

As Jennifer Holland (Head of Libraries) is quoted as saying: “Part of it is that we keep very well maintained book stocks, and listen to what people like to read, as well as embedding the library service at the heart of delivering council objectives on things like education and employment.”

National Literacy Trust Literacy Heroes
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaigns/literacy_heroes
(Source: NLT Literacy news and resources, 12 Dec 2013)

“At the end of 2013, to celebrate 20 years of working to improve literacy skills, we launched a national search for Literacy Heroes – people who have overcome problems with reading and writing, or helped inspire other people to improve their literacy skills.” The top 10 Heroes were announced on 4 Dec.
Enquiry
Working with homeless people/rough-sleepers
We have had an enquiry about what sort of work you are currently doing with homeless people and rough-sleepers, and I realise that the last info I’d gathered is very out-of-date.
Please could you let John Vincent have any updates (john@nadder.org.uk) – I’d also very much like to add examples to our website – please could you indicate if you don’t want the info added to the web.

Funding & Opportunities

The City of London Growing Localities Awards 2013/14: Celebrating excellence in using nature to enhance and improve local communities
http://www.lemosandcrane.co.uk/home/index.php?id=233656
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

“Lemos&Crane working with City Bridge Trust presents the 2013/2014 Growing Localities Awards. A total of £2,500 prize money is being offered to projects which use nature to enhance and improve local communities and the lives of vulnerable or socially excluded people, generating positive outcomes such as health and well-being, new skills and knowledge, new relationships, and a sense of purpose and belonging.”

Closing date for entries: 24 Jan 2014. 
CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award

http://www.cilip.org.uk/cilip/advocacy-awards-and-projects/awards-and-medals/cilip-libraries-change-lives-award 

“The CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award highlights and rewards partnership projects that change lives, bring people together and demonstrate innovation and creativity. 
The award is organised by CILIP's Community, Diversity and Equality Group and recent winners include, Surrey Libraries' 'Domestic Violence, How Surrey Libraries Can Help', Kent Library and Archives ‘Making the Difference: Opportunities for Adults with Learning Difficulties’ and The City of Edinburgh’s ‘HMP Edinburgh Library Partnership’.
Entries for the 2014 award will open on 20 February and close on 30 April. The winner will be announced at CILIP's Big Day event in September.”
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Youth Literacy and Employability Commission report
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/9628/Youth_Literacy_and_Employability_Commission_final_report.pdf
(Source: NLT Literacy news and resources, 12 Dec 2013)

The All Party Parliamentary Literacy Group’s report has just been published.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

A better life: valuing our later years
Full report: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/older-people-support-full.pdf [NB 5.4 Mb]

Summary: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/older-people-support-summary.pdf. 

(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/b 9 Dec 2013)

New report from JRF, which rounds-up their “A Better Life” programme of work and presents a vision of what life can, and should, be like for all of us as we get older.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Children and young people's mental health policy update 2013”
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1774_children_and_young_peoples_mental_health_policy_update_2013
(Source: email from YoungMinds, 18 Dec 2013)

Very useful brief summary of developments in 2013.

Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The Disability and Industrial Society blog
http://dis-ind-soc.org.uk/en/blog.htm
(Source: email from Stephanie Nield to archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

Includes a number of interesting Disability History Month postings.

“Disability and Industrial Society” is a collaborative project which looks at industrial injuries and diseases in three British coalfields between 1780 and 1948.
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“NVDA – free screen reader”
http://www.rnib.org.uk/livingwithsightloss/computersphones/pc/accessibility/assistive/screenreaders/Pages/NVDA_screenreader.aspx 
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor to sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

RNIB has added a page to its website about NVDA – a free screen reading programme for Windows computers.

Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

New Scots: integrating refugees in Scotland’s communities 2014-2017
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439604.pdf 

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 377, 16 Dec 2013)

Important strategy document from the Scottish Government: “The purpose of this strategy is to co-ordinate the efforts of all organisations involved in supporting refugees and people seeking asylum in Scotland in order to make Scotland a welcoming place to people seeking protection from persecution and human rights abuses. The strategy also aims to make the most of the resources that are available for this task by promoting partnership approaches, joined-up working and early intervention where possible …” [Intro]
“Non-UK born census populations 1951-2011”
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/dec/17/where-uk-immigrants-born-1951-2011-census-ons
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 378, 23 Dec 2013)

Just in case you didn’t see this infographic from the ONS, which “puts the 2011 census in context by looking at changes in the top ten non-UK countries of birth since 1951.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Nurturing the nation: the Asian contribution to the NHS since 1948
http://www.nurturingthenation.org.uk/uploads/Nurturing%20The%20Nation.pdf
(Source: Runnymede Newsletter, Dec 2013)

“In 2010 the Department of Health commissioned Runnymede to document the contribution made by people of Asian descent to the NHS since its inception in 1948 ... Nurturing the Nation provides information on the migration journeys and working lives of 40 NHS staff, all of Asian descent, who came to the UK from various parts of the world.”

There is further info about the research and biographies of the interviewees available at: http://www.nurturingthenation.org.uk/. 
Supporting EAL learners 
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/our_network/our_current_network_theme
(Source: NLT Literacy news and resources, 12 Dec 2013)

The NLT Network’s current theme is “Supporting EAL learners”, and NLT have gathered together info about resources and good practice.

Growing up in a hostile environment: the rights of undocumented migrant children in the UK
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/userfiles/Hostile_Environment_Full_Report_Final.pdf
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Winter 2013)

New report from the Coram Children’s Legal Centre, which “examines the ways in which lack of immigration status is an obstacle to children and young people accessing their basic rights and entitlements and the further difficulties this group face in obtaining essential legal advice and regularising their status. Undocumented migrant children are amongst the most vulnerable in the UK and the most at risk of exceptional poverty and destitution. While the importance of developing a more effective immigration system cannot be denied, such a system must go hand in hand with the UK’s human rights obligations to children.” [p5]
“Sheffield’s Roma, David Blunkett and an immoral racist panic [1]”
http://www.irr.org.uk/news/sheffields-roma-david-blunkett-and-an-immoral-racist-panic1/
(Source: IRR News, 13-20 Dec 2013)

Important article, setting the media focus on David Blunkett’s comments in context.

An international failure: the Syrian refugee crisis
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ACT34/001/2013/en/8a376b76-d031-48a6-9588-ed9aee651d52/act340012013en.pdf? 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 9-20 Dec 2013) 

 “This [Amnesty International] briefing provides an overview of the conditions of refugees from Syria in the main host countries: Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt ... It then focuses on the difficulties and human rights violations faced by refugees from Syria in their attempts to reach the EU and makes recommendations to the international community and EU Member States in particular.” [p2]

“Speaking the Language of Inclusion on International Migrants Day”
http://citiesofmigration.ca/ezine_stories/speaking-the-language-of-inclusion-on-international-migrants-day/
(Source: Cities of Migration Newsletter, 45, Dec 2013)

Positive article in celebration of International Migrants Day:

“One in 33 people on the planet is a migrant in search of dignity, safety, a better future, and sometimes even adventure. With 232 million people living outside their country of birth, this is not a small number. Put together, they would form the fifth most populous nation on earth. International Migrants Day on December 18 is therefore a good time to acknowledge their role in our societies and economies.”

This article also cites the Migration Policy Institute’s Transatlantic Council on Migration’s key recommendations for fostering greater cohesiveness; it is worth reminding ourselves of these – see: http://citiesofmigration.ca/ezine_stories/rethinking-national-identity-in-the-age-of-migration-demetrios-papademetriou/. 
In transition: Romanian and Bulgarian migration to the UK
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/12/in-transition_RomBulg_Dec2013_11688.pdf
(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 10 Jan 2014)

Useful report from IPPR, which “draws three key conclusions about the likely shape of migration from Romania and Bulgaria:
1. It is likely that patterns of migration from Romania and Bulgaria will be different to those seen after the A8 countries joined the EU in 2004.

2. However, the impacts of future migration from Romania and Bulgaria will be similar to other flows from eastern Europe.

3. Romanian and Bulgarian migration remains a source of worry for the public, but this has been exacerbated rather than alleviated by political interventions.”
Includes recommendations, one of which is “that government should draw on existing examples of good practice at the local level in the UK and across Europe on promoting Roma inclusion and develop a clear strategy for this group, in line with what has been recommended by the European Commission.”
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