The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 142, 25 November 2013 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

The Jodi Awards 2013 

http://www.jodiawards.org.uk/ 

The Awards, granted by the Jodi Mattes Trust, reward excellence in the use of digital media to widen participation of disabled people in museums, galleries, libraries, archives and heritage sites.

This year the Trust made two awards for accessible digital culture in UK-based projects, the first to The Imperial War Museum, Duxford (http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-duxford/historic-duxford) for its Historic Duxford Trail, presenting veterans’ reminiscences and evocative soundscapes through wind-up devices along the route; the second to Vocal Eyes (www.vocaleyes.co.uk/londonbeyondsight) for its London Beyond Site audio project, providing rich, vivid descriptions of 40 London landmarks, described by ‘significant Londoners’, such as Barbara Windsor. 

A further three shortlisted UK projects received commendations for innovation, in recognition of their attempts to use digital technology innovatively and to open up content to new audiences.

· The Sandwell Arts Trust’s multi-sensory Sound Canvas received a commendation for innovative use of multi-sound technology in an art work which is accessible to everyone. (http://www.thepublic.com/exhibitions/sound-canvas)

· English Heritage’s Disability in Time and Place web project was commended for its innovative combining of high-quality written and visual information, exploring the relationship between people with disabilities and buildings, from medieval times to modern day. (www.english-heritage.org.uk/disabilityhistory) 

· Finally, Roaring Girl Productions’ Bedding Out 48-hour gallery-based performance about the benefits system was commended for an innovative use of social media in opening up the on-site performance to an online audience. (http://www.roaring-girl.com/work/bedding-out/)

Finally, an International Award for accessible digital culture in a non-UK based website was granted to the Association Valentin Hauy for its Eole website, a digital library which provides accessible books to ‘print impaired’ people for free. (http://eole.avh.asso.fr/)

Funding & Opportunities

The EDGE Awards
http://edgeconference.co.uk/awards/
(Source: email from Gráinne Crawford, Edinburgh Library Services)

“EDGE 2014 highlights and rewards good practice in innovative library and information projects which:

· Show or sell benefits of library and information services to other sectors, organisations and communities

· Demonstrate innovation and creativity

· Increase participation

The purpose of the awards is to recognise positive achievements and promote outstanding library based initiatives which celebrate the value of libraries. We don’t want the process to be cumbersome so we are asking for some brief details …”

Further details of categories etc on the website. Also details of the EDGE Conference 2014 also available at: http://edgeconference.co.uk/. 

The Vulnerable and Disengaged Young People Fund

http://www.sibgroup.org.uk/youth/ 

(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 13 Nov 2013)

“The Vulnerable and Disengaged Young People Fund, a new funding stream through the Cabinet Office Centre for Social Action, has up to £2m to help grow ambitious social action programmes to inspire England’s most vulnerable young people. It will be administered by the Social Investment Business on behalf of the Cabinet Office. 

Organisations looking to create or further develop inspiring social action programmes for young people can apply for a development, evidence or scale-up grant. 

Successful organisations will have a strong track record of reaching and creating positive impact for the most vulnerable young people as well as be able to demonstrate strong evidence of need. 

Applications can come from the voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) sector, public bodies (for example Local Authorities) and businesses with a social mission or a clear objective in their corporate social responsibility policy towards increasing social action, or businesses involved in the delivery of public service.” Applications are open from Friday 8 November till noon on 6 December 2013”
“Collecting Cultures”

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/CollectingCultures.aspx  

(Source: email from TNA to archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

“Collecting Cultures is an initiative which supports museums, libraries and archives to develop their collections through strategic acquisition projects. Grantees plan and deliver programmes of targeted purchase and engage a wider range of people with their collections. Collections management and development is core to museums, libraries and archives so through this initiative we want to support the strategic acquisition of collections.

The initiative is intended to:

· support the development of collections and their use through strategic acquisition programmes, related research and public programmes

· enhance the professional knowledge and skills of staff working in museums, libraries and archives

· use strategic collecting programmes to support the funded museums, libraries and archives to increase resilience as an organisation

You can apply for a grant from £50,000 to £500,000.”

Further info on the above weblink.

NB: There is one opportunity to apply for Collecting Cultures: the closing date for applications is 12 noon on 2 May 2014.

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Submission to Welsh Government call for evidence on ways in which cultural and heritage bodies can contribute to reducing poverty

http://www.museumsassociation.org/download?id=1030577 

“Responding to a call for evidence by the Welsh Government for a report on how cultural and heritage bodies can contribute to reducing poverty, the MA outlined a number of ways in which museums can have an impact. 

The MA’s submission suggested that the most important way in which museums can contribute is by increasing engagement with disadvantaged groups.”

The submission (a Word document) can be accessed via the link above.

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

Words for Work: evaluation report 2013
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/9102/2012-13_Evaluation_Report.pdf
(Source: National Literacy Trust Literacy News and Resources, 18 Nov 2013)
“Words for Work exists to empower young people from disadvantaged backgrounds towards successful employment through teaching vital literacy and employability skills.” [p2]

Latest evaluation shows that the Words for Work approach is having a major impact on the young people taking part:

“8 in 10 students improved their speaking and listening skills and were more confident after taking part in the programme, and Free School Meal (FSM) students closed the attainment gap with non FSM students in spoken word assessments.” [NLT Literacy News and Resources email]

Priced out?
http://www.anewdirection.org.uk/asset/view/1103
(Source: News from the Cultural Learning Alliance, 18 Nov 2013)

Subtitled Child poverty, the housing crisis and what this means for cultural engagement of young people and children in London, this new paper from A New Direction (the London Bridge organisation) looks at the implications for young people. The headline messages are: 
· “Rising cost of living and the rapidly increasing price of housing is pushing more families into poverty – particularly working families 
· The trend over the last five years has been for areas of Outer London to become poorer and Inner London less so (although Inner London is still where poverty is most concentrated) 
· Poverty and poor-housing go hand-in-hand and this means many children living in overcrowded and sub-standard conditions.”

“Equally Ours”
http://www.equally-ours.org.uk/
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 18 Nov 2013)

Just launched. 

“Equally Ours is a partnership between eight charities. We aim to inspire everyone to understand how human rights benefit all of us in the UK, every day, in very practical ways.
We share people’s human rights stories and we help charities and voluntary organisations talk about the human rights issues that affect the people they support.”
Nowhere to go: the scandal of homeless children in B&Bs
http://england.shelter.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/727290/Nowhere_to_go_CHRISTMAS_2013.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 15 Nov 2013)

New policy briefing from Shelter, which also launches their Christmas appeal: “This Christmas, 80,000 children in England, Scotland and Wales will wake up homeless.” [p1]
The Red Book 2013: children under pressure 
http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media/7562887/red-book-2013.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 15 Nov 2013)

This latest review from Action for Children brings together evidence gathered over the past three years on the impact of government spending decisions. Lots of useful data to back up arguments for our work. 
“Traditional breadwinner couples the largest group in poverty in low-pay Britain”
http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2013/11/breadwinner-couples-largest-group-poverty?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20publications%20and%20blogs%20wb%2011th%20November%202013&utm_content=Weekly%20publications%20and%20blogs%20wb%2011th%20November%202013+CID_47bae01f1fb21d3ae28065fd7dca64fc&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Blog%20Traditional%20breadwinner%20couples%20the%20largest%20group%20in%20poverty%20in%20low-pay%20Britain
Blog-piece from JRF which highlights their latest research findings: “The largest group experiencing poverty in the UK is the traditional family model of one parent working and the other caring for children”. Further info at: http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/tackling-poverty-supporting-earning-families. 

Growing up and becoming an adult
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/11/Condition-of-Britain-brief02-Growing-up_Nov2013_11487.pdf 

(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 22 Nov 2013)

 This briefing paper – the second in the series to be published as part of IPPR’s ‘Condition of Britain’ programme – “focuses on young people in their teens and early twenties. This phase of life has become, for many, more difficult and insecure in recent decades, and in this paper we consider the societal shifts that have made today’s young people less able to rely on support from stable families, clear routes into work, and opportunities to put down roots by buying a home of their own.”

No more NEETs: a plan for all young people to be learning or earning 
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/11/no-more-neets_Nov2013_11516.pdf
(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 22 Nov 2013)

Also in the ‘Condition of Britain’ series, this paper “sets out a strategy for radically increasing the proportion of young people who are learning or earning, by fixing the broken school-to-work transition system and establishing a distinct work, training and benefits track for those aged 18–24. This approach is underpinned by two new initiatives: a youth allowance, to keep young people out of the adult welfare system, and a youth guarantee, to ensure they stay in touch with the labour market.”
Why fight poverty?
http://londonpublishingpartnership.co.uk/why-fight-poverty/ 
(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/b 18 Nov 2013)

Just published to launch the “Perspectives” series is this title by Julia Unwin (the CE of JRF):

“Calls to end poverty date back centuries. Even in prosperous modern times, despite the huge transformation of society, poverty has persisted. The challenge is getting harder because of changes in society, family structures and community patterns – and because of the negative emotions about poverty within a welfare state. The recent crisis seems set to leave us with an economy in which some may never work and there is little public sympathy for the poor.
This book looks back at the struggle to end poverty and asks if it has been worth it. What would a poverty-free country be like? Julia Unwin concludes that we urgently need to resolve poverty, because it is costly, wasteful and risky, but that we can only create a strong, shared understanding of poverty and how to end it when we recognise that ‘they’ are people like ‘us’.”
NB Charged-for publication. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Big Lottery’s HeadStart initiative
http://biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/england/fulfilling-lives-headstart
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 22 Nov 2013)

Children attending schools in 12 areas across England will receive resilience lessons as part of a £75m programme aimed at preventing mental health problems. The areas that will benefit are Birmingham, Blackpool, Cornwall, Cumbria, Hull, Kent, Knowsley, Lewisham, Middlesbrough, Newham, Southampton, and Wolverhampton. 
“The 25 Best Alzheimer's Blogs of 2013”
http://www.healthline.com/health-slideshow/best-alzheimers-dementia-blogs#1
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

US online health information-provider, Healthline, have “compiled the best of the best Alzheimer’s and dementia blogs from people who are truly ‘in the trenches.’ These writers provide answers, empathy, encouragement, companionship, and an occasional hint of entertainment.” 
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Accessible computer packages
www.computerrecyclersuk.com
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB, to sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

“RNIB has collaborated with Computer Recyclers to provide an affordable solution for blind and partially sighted people with no access to a computer at home.

This partnership has created a low cost and accessible computer package that incorporates everything you need to get online. This includes free, NonVisual Desktop Access reader (NVDA) and the award-wining natural Text-to-Speech program IVONA. In addition to the Core Microsoft Software operating system, information pack including Braille, audio CD, and Word Document, plus free help from RNIB Technology Support Squad and Charity U Can Do IT, who will visit customers in their own home to help set up and get them started on their computer. 

With many restrictions facing the everyday lives of blind and partially sighted people, a lot of people find that using a computer represents a positive life change, increasing their independence by making it easier do some of the things they did before losing their sight. 

Packages start at £159 for a desktop computer or £229 for a laptop. For more information please contact Computer Recyclers UK on 01443 434675 or visit their website [web-address above].”

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Map of second languages spoken in London

http://now-here-this.timeout.com/2013/10/29/map-of-second-languages-spoken-in-london/
(Source: The Campaign Company Weekly, 13 Nov 2013)

“Savills’ analyst Neal Hudson has used the results of the 2011 census to create this nice little map showing the second most popular primary language spoken by more than 5% of residents (the most popular language doesn’t have to be English).”

Meet the Somalis: the illustrated stories of Somalis in seven cities in Europe
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/multimedia/meet-the-somalis?utm_source=europe_A&utm_medium=email&utm_content=text_link1&utm_campaign=europe_A_111213 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 11-22 Nov 2013) 

 “Meet the Somalis is a collection of 14 illustrated stories depicting the real life experiences of Somalis in seven cities in Europe: Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Helsinki, Leicester, London, Malmo, and Oslo. The stories allow readers a unique insight into what everyday life is like as a Somali in Europe. Meet the Somalis is based on the firsthand testimonies of Somalis in Europe interviewed during six months in 2013.”
Poverty, sexual orientation and refugees in the UK
http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Poverty-sexual-orientation-and-refugees-in-the-UK-1.pdf 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 11-22 Nov 2013) 

“‘Homosexuality’ is criminalised in 76 countries in the world and society persecutes and discriminates against LGBTI people in even more countries. Those LGBTI people who fear for their lives are sometimes able to reach the UK and claim asylum on the basis of their sexual orientation, and/or their gender identity, and/or the way their bodies look. After going through the asylum determination process, successful LGBTI claimants are subject to a number of further issues, including poverty, that extend their experience of marginalisation and exclusion in their new country.
The purpose of this project is to raise awareness about the lived experiences of lesbian and gay refugees in the UK by undertaking some preliminary investigations into their situation of poverty. In so doing enquiries concentrated on two cities, London and Manchester. The study aims to answer two main questions: Are lesbian and gay refugees in the UK poor? If they are, what relationships exist between poverty and sexual orientation?” [p5]

Broader issues – Other Agencies
The new electorate …
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/10/new-electorate-voter-values_Oct2013_11359.pdf
(Source: The Campaign Company Weekly, 30 Oct 2013)

Fascinating new analysis of the electorate, using values as a guide: optimism and pessimism; aspiration and lack of aspiration; social conservatism and social liberalism; tradition and modernity; and responsibility and fairness.

This analysis suggests that there are three types of values groups – and each will take a different stance on issues such as immigration, welfare, and so on. The three groups are: Settlers (socially conservative and focused on security and belonging); Prospectors (aspirant, optimistic and desiring status and esteem); and Pioneers (focused on fairness, with generally more ‘post-materialistic’ goals). 

Interesting to think through how this could help us pitch our own messages about our services, aims, etc. 

“Time to Shine”
http://www.creativescotland.com/explore/national-youth-arts-strategy
(Source: News from the Cultural Learning Alliance, 18 Nov 2013)

“Published on 8 November 2013, Scotland's first National Youth Arts Strategy … sets out a vision and key recommendations to enable Scotland’s children and young people to flourish and achieve, in and through the arts and creativity 
… Time to Shine is centred around three key themes:
· Creating and sustaining engagement;

· Nurturing potential and talent;

· and Developing infrastructure and support.

Over the next two years, youth arts in Scotland will benefit from £5m new funding from Scottish Government which will support initiatives based on key objectives of the strategy. The initiatives are: 
· A major new open fund for organisations to develop new routes for young people to participate in and access arts and creative activity.  Applications to the fund will open early in the New Year, via the Creative Scotland website.

· The development of a new national digital platform to showcase and connect young people engaged in youth arts activity.

· The establishment of a National Youth Advisory Group (NYAG). A group of young representatives from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland will be tasked with making recommendations on the make-up and role of the NYAG, working in partnership with Creative Scotland.”
Further info – and also the Strategy itself – are available at the above weblink. 
Youth Report 2013
http://www.ncvys.org.uk/UserFiles/Youth%20Report%202013v2.pdf 

(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 320, 15 Nov 2013)
The National Council for Voluntary Youth Services has produced this excellent brief report with infographics about young people in the UK.
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