The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 141, 8 November 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Big Lottery Fund’s Basic Online Skills Programme
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/uk-wide/digital-skills
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 6 Nov 2013, http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/) 

The Big Lottery Fund has launched a £15 million programme to improve the basic online skills of people across the UK who rarely or never use the internet.

“The Big Lottery Fund will support between one and three significant and sustainable UK-wide projects that will achieve one or both of the following outcomes, primarily through working face-to-face with beneficiaries in their local community:
· Significantly increase the percentage of the population that have basic online skills.

· Support people from specific parts of the community, particularly those who are most in need and digitally excluded (for example, older people, unemployed people, disabled people), to improve their basic online skills.

National organisations operating across at least one of the four UK countries are eligible to apply.

While individual organisations can apply on their own, it is more likely that a partnership of organisations is better suited to achieve the UK-wide reach and impact required by the programme.
Lead applicants should be a registered charity, a not-for-profit organisation, a social enterprise, a registered company or a public body and must have a governing document that allows it to operate across the UK.
The funding can be used for both capital and revenue costs.
Projects must deliver activities in each of the four UK countries and will need to deliver either:
· Intensive activity co-ordinated across at least six locations at city, local authority or regional/sub-regional level. This must include at least one location in each of the four countries of the UK.

· Co-ordinated activity across a consolidated network of delivery sites that reaches across the UK.

Projects should benefit older people, young people, Black, Minority, Ethnic (BME) communities, people with disabilities, people who have no, or low, incomes, and people who are educationally disadvantaged.”
Equality Act 2010
Equality in Glasgow: Glasgow’s public bodies and the Public Sector Equality Duty
http://www.crer.org.uk/Publications/PSEDGlasgow.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 371, 4 Nov 2013)

 “This report aimed to look in some detail at how Glasgow’s public authorities have approached the elements of the duties requiring publication by 30th April 2013 … The research did not include national organisations based in Glasgow.

A range of case studies and examples are provided throughout the report ...” [p8]
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Unlocking a hidden history: a researcher’s guide to lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans historical sources in Manchester
http://www.lgf.org.uk/history?utm_source=LGF+Press+List&utm_campaign=08ed414663-PMnominate_PR05_08_2012&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_27c5cefdc0-08ed414663-
Revised edition of this guide, available to download from the above weblink.

“[It] has been modernised to detail not only the LGB&T archival sources held in Manchester and the North West but also to draw attention to the ever-expanding materials available online.

For the first time, the guide includes a select bibliography for those just starting out in researching this community as well as a list of useful websites, web-based sound recordings and timelines, and even documentaries available on YouTube. The new guide also contains details of which archives are on social media to make it even easier for researchers to contact them.”

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Homelessness Transition Fund grant allocations
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/255328/Homelessness_Transition_Fund_grant_allocations.pdf 
Sixty-four local authority areas have received new funding to help end rough-sleeping – list of recipients at above weblink. 
Promoting sexual orientation equality: priorities and recommendations
http://www.equalityni.org/archive/pdf/ECNI_SexualOrientation_PolicyPriorities3_v0c_301013.pdf 
(Source ECNI Latest News, 31 Oct 2013)

“This paper sets out the [Equality Commission for Northern Ireland’s] views on the effective and targeted legal and policy responses that are required to promote equality for lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) people in Northern Ireland.”
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

Commission on the Voluntary Sector & Ageing
http://voluntarysectorageing.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Wellbeing+(New+Philanthropy+Capital)&utm_campaign=3239122_October+2013+newsletter&dm_i=UL9,1XFBM,6622UL,6Z7ED,1
New Philanthropy Capital, in partnership with ILC-UK, has established this Commission “to put ageing on the agenda for the voluntary sector. Focused on England, the Commission will provide long-term and strategic thinking about how best the sector can prepare for and adapt to an ageing society in the next 20 years.”  
Family learning works
http://shop.niace.org.uk/media/catalog/product/n/i/niace_family_learning_report_reprint_final.pdf
NIACE have just published the report into its inquiry into family learning in England and Wales.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Where do young people do worst? How intergenerational fairness differs across the 12 regions of the United King
http://www.if.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/IF-Regional-Intergenerational-Fairness-Index-Where-Do-Young-People-Do-Worst.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 1 Nov 2013)
“This research reveals which are the best and worst regions to be young in the UK in 2013 and provides easy-to-read heat maps detailing the winners and the losers.
In almost all regions intergenerational unfairness is pronounced, but the North

East and Yorkshire/Humberside appear to be the worst places to be young today. Northern Ireland and the East of England appear to be most intergenerationally fair for young people.” [p5]

 Digital inclusion evidence review

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/Documents/EN-GB/For-professionals/Research/Age%20UK%20Digital%20Inclusion%20Evidence%20Review%202013.pdf?dtrk=true
(Source: email from CILIP, 6 Nov 2013)

Review by Age UK, which looks at older people and their internet use.
Very useful background info in terms of our own provision. 

Homophobic hate crime: the gay British crime survey 2013
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/hate_crime.pdf
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 4 Nov 2013)

Latest survey from Stonewall.

“This report reveals that one in six lesbian, gay and bisexual people – 630,000 – have been the victim of a homophobic hate crime or incident over the last three years. It finds that gay people still suffer abuse in all areas of their life – from strangers, neighbours, workmates and even family. The abuse ranges from verbal insults and harassment to physical assault. The picture is similar across Britain …
There has been some real progress in tackling hate crimes in recent years but this research demonstrates starkly that much more needs to be done.” [p2]

Raising a family
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/11/Condition-of-Britain-brief01-Raising-a-family_Nov2013_11353.pdf
(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 8 Nov 2013)

 “This briefing paper – the first in a series to be published as part of IPPR’s Condition of Britain programme – explores the pressures on Britain’s families, and reflects on recent attempts to craft a more supportive environment for them, and asks how they can be helped to thrive in an era of limited public budgets, uncertain growth and shifting pressures on family life.”

Loneliness Resource Pack
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/loneliness-resource-pack?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+4th+November+2013&utm_content=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+4th+November+2013+CID_12269c4e2d047b26a8a1a1ffde25eaf4&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Publication%20Loneliness%20resource%20pack
(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/b 4 Nov 2013)

JRF have just announced the publication of a series of resources, links to which are available on this web-page.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Libraries can help to improve health and well-being”
http://readingagency.org.uk/news/blog/libraries-can-help-to-improve-health-and-well-being.html?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency+List+v2&utm_campaign=7a5bb631f8-TRA_Nov_2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-7a5bb631f8-51507097 

(Source: The Reading Agency Newsletter, Nov 2013)

To mark World Mental Health Day, Debbie Hicks, the Reading Agency’s Director of Research and Strategy, talks about how libraries can help to improve health and well-being.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Making the case for information: the evidence for investing in high quality health information for patients and the public – executive summary 
http://www.pifonline.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/PiF_Report_case_for_Information.pdf 
(Source: CILIP Health Libraries Group Newsletter, Sept 2013)

“This report aims to identify evidence on the benefits of providing, and the harms of not providing, high quality consumer health information.
Consumer health information (CHI) is defined as information and support provided to help patients and carers understand, manage and/or make decisions about their health, condition or treatment.” [p6]
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Children with special educational needs: an analysis – 2013 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-with-special-educational-needs-an-analysis-2013 

(Source: STV Bulletin 148, 7 Nov 2013)

 “This publication includes new information on pupils with SEN alongside further interpretation of existing findings. All figures are provided at national level, with some existing regional and local authority level information.

The publication is divided into the following 5 key themes with data derived from a range of sources, notably the school census and national pupil database:
· theme 1: characteristics of pupils with SEN 

· theme 2: attainment of pupils with SEN 

· theme 3: progression of pupils with SEN 

· theme 4: attainment and activities up to age 19 for young people with SEN 

· theme 5: absence and exclusions from school for pupils with SEN”

All the info is available to download from the above weblink. 
Learning Difficulty issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Chatterbooks for children with dyslexia”
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/003-tips/chatterbooks-for-children-with-dyslexia.html?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency+List+v2&utm_campaign=7a5bb631f8-TRA_Nov_2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-7a5bb631f8-51507097 
(Source: The Reading Agency Newsletter, Nov 2013)

Piece by Wendy Pearson from Edinburgh Libraries their Dyslexia Chatterbooks children's reading group “which is helping children with dyslexia to enjoy reading, and to love coming to the library.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Help for adult victims of human trafficking
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/253621/human-trafficking-english.pdf 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 371, 4 Nov 2013)

New leaflet which “offers help and advice for people who think they may be victims of human trafficking in the UK.”
Available in: English, Albanian, Czech, Hungarian, Lithuanian, Luganda (the major language of Uganda), Mandarin, Polish, Romanian, Slovakian, Vietnamese, and Yoruba. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Conversations in Integration”
http://citiesofmigration.ca/ezine_stories/ideas-exchange-participation/
(Source: Cities of Migration Newsletter, No. 43, October 2013)

The latest review of good ideas has links to three pieces of work:

· The Youth Ambassador Project, Ghent – “Young people with a migrant background share their stories about their paths to success and the challenges they have overcome.” http://citiesofmigration.ca/good_idea/the-youth-ambassador-project/
· “Fighting Fiction with Facts: the BCN Anti-Rumour Campaign” – “[Barcelona] City Council enlists community agents to dispel myths about immigrants and fight discrimination with facts and good humour.” http://citiesofmigration.ca/good_idea/fighting-fiction-with-facts-the-bcn-anti-rumour-campaign/
· “Participation, Politics and Impact” – “Putting a face on the political process and initiating dialogue leads to increased political participation.” http://citiesofmigration.ca/good_idea/participation-politics-and-impact/. 
An inspection into the handling of asylum applications made by unaccompanied children

http://icinspector.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/An-Inspection-into-the-Handling-of-Asylum-Applications-Made-by-Unaccompanied-Children-FINAL.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 371, 4 Nov 2013)

Important report of an inspection which examined the handling of applications with a particular focus on safeguarding.
The report has been given a critical welcome by the Scottish Refugee Council – see: http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/news_and_events/latest_news/2203_report_highlights_need_to_prioritise_childrens_welfare_throughout_the_asylum_process. 

New guidance on helping destitute migrants
http://www.housing-rights.info/index.php 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 4 Nov 2013)

“Over 50% of rough sleepers in London are now non-UK nationals, and large numbers of migrants sleeping rough are reported from places as diverse as Manchester and Eastbourne. To help destitute migrants, Chartered Institute of Housing has updated its popular website on the eligibility of new migrants for housing and homelessness help, and for housing benefits …”
“Being More Inclusive of LGBTI Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Migrants”

http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/media-centre/news/how-to-be-more-inclusive-of-lgbti-asylum-seekers-refugees-and-migrants.html?dm_i=679,1XLSN,SEW7N,6XYZJ,1 

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 4 Nov 2013)

Press release from the Trust for London, announcing the publication of a report and guide from the Double Jeopardy Project. This project “aimed to tackle the lack of strategic support from both Migrant and Refugee Community Organisations … and LGBTI organisations for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex (LGBTI) asylum seekers, refugees and migrants.”

Both documents can be downloaded from the above weblink (the report is in Word) – the guide is a pdf and is also available directly from: http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/DJ%20guide.pdf. 

Migrant Roma in the United Kingdom
http://www.salford.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/363118/Migrant_Roma_in_the_UK_final_report_October_2013.pdf
(Source: IRR News, 1-7 Nov 2013)

Sub-titled Population size and experiences of local authorities and partners, this major report “provides hard data on the size of the new settled Roma migrant communities; an indication of the major gaps in statutory (and non-statutory) provision; and a sense of what needs to be done to challenge the Roma’s current invisibility in terms of government policy.” (Taken from the IRR review at: http://www.irr.org.uk/news/no-going-back-for-the-roma/.)
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

“Migration policy must be based on more than just numbers”
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/11461/migration-policy-must-be-based-on-more-than-just-numbers
(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 8 Nov 2013)

Important blog-piece which argues that the focus on numbers only is often unhelpful, and doesn’t engage fully with the public. It concludes:

“It is possible to change the way that these issues are framed. Forthcoming IPPR research has found that when migration is discussed in terms of fairness and reciprocity – where the tangible contributions that migrants make are recognised and valued as long as they play by the rules and put as much in to their communities as they get out – and when local areas are properly prepared for managing the impacts of new arrivals, people are more likely to support principled policies that are not driven by reaching an arbitrary net migration target. Of course the size and pace of migration flows matter. But they cannot be the only basis for policymaking if our aim is to create a migration system that is fair and effective, and seen to be so in the eyes of the public.”

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“An archive of solidarity: The City of London Anti-Apartheid Group papers”
http://africainwords.com/2013/10/28/archive-of-solidarity/ 
(Source: email via archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

This is fascinating – especially for those who were either involved in the non-stop picket of the South African Embassy, or supported the picketers as they passed.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

LG Inform
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/ 

“LG Inform is a data services providing councillors, councils and the general public easy access to a large amount of contextual and performance data relevant to councils and fire and rescue services across England and Wales.”

At present, it’s open to people with a .gov.uk email address, but, after the end of November, it will be open to anyone.

“LG Inform brings together a range of key performance data for authorities, alongside contextual and financial information, in an online tool.  Users can view data from over 1000 individual items, make comparisons between their authority and other councils or groups of councils, or construct their own reports bringing several data items together. Importantly, the data is updated quickly after being published at its source.”
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