The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 140, 28 October 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

Kirklees Libraries
http://www.examiner.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/kirklees-libraries-service-wins-base-6207408 

(Source: Public Libraries News, 20 Oct 2013)

Congratulations to Network members Kirklees Libraries who “took the award for ‘An Outstanding Library Service’ which recognises a library service which has ‘actively promoted, encouraged and championed the art and enjoyment of oral storytelling among its workforce, in its libraries and/or within the local community both for adults and children.’

The British Awards for Storytelling Excellence (BASE) are held annually with most of the categories voted for by members of the public.”
More info about the Awards at: http://www.storyawards.org.uk/about. 
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Creating a comprehensive library service – getting the equality duty right
http://www.local.gov.uk/documents/10180/11473/Sue+LGA+Sept+2013+F.pdf/26bb94df-ee00-4c33-9552-36dc3ac23cad
(Source: Public Libraries News, 20 Oct 2013)

Briefing by Sue Charteris for the LGA, which looks at some of the key equality factors library services need to take into account when planning change (it uses Lambeth as a ‘worked example’).

Age Collective
http://www.ageofcreativity.co.uk/items/538 

(Source: email via DHG)

“Age Collective is a UK-wide cross-sector conversation exploring how museums and galleries can better work with and for older people in their communities.”

See http://www.ageofcreativity.co.uk/items/530 for details of their forthcoming conference.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Get Reading, Get Better, Get Libraries”
http://librarywales.org/blogs/marketing/?p=3493
(Source: Alyson’s Welsh Libraries blog, 15 Oct 2013)

“Welsh libraries are encouraging everyone to take a fresh look at their library this autumn as they take part in a national campaign to promote the benefits library usage can have on people’s health and wellbeing, literacy and learning and even help with the cost of living!
From mood-boosting books and reading groups, to large print, audio books, free e-books – libraries will be showing how they can have a positive impact on your life during the ‘Get Reading, Get Better, Get Libraries’ campaign.
This year’s campaign is aimed at men and boys in particular and the launch event at Parc Y Scarlets today saw members of the team ‘pass’ a book recommendation on to their friends, colleagues and fans including children from local primary school Ysgol Bryn Teg.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Doc Ready”
http://www.docready.org/static/client/index.html#/home
(Source: PHF Autumn Newsletter)

Just launched, “Doc Ready is a digital tool that helps young people to prepare and make the most out of mental health related GP visits. It helps young people to know what to expect during a GP consultation, plan what to say and record the outcomes of their appointments.”

(Initiative supported by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation & the Mental Health Foundation.)
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Sensory Engagement Programme launches online Training Toolkit Resource
http://www.sensoryengagement.com/
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor via sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk)

New toolkit has just been launched – it is the culmination of three years of work from an innovative cross-border partnership between the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB NI), Action on Hearing Loss, National Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI) and DeafHear.

“This online training resource comprises a series of short films focusing on the participant's personal experiences and helpful information from all four charities involved. It includes information about visiting the library, the bank and going to college.”

RNIB are holding free technology taster events across the UK, as well as offering free guides and video tutorials. 

RNIB “Switch on to technology month”
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor via sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk)

“We are focusing on three areas of technology that blind and partially sighted people have told us that they want to know more about: 
· Making sense of mobile phones
· Getting online with computers and tablets 
· Options for reading with eBooks and download audio books.

For more information and details of events go to the RNIB website www.rnib.org.uk and follow the link on the front page.”
Migration issues – News 
“English not the first language in 240 schools – with five primary schools having no native-speakers at all”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/english-not-the-first-language-in-240-schools--with-five-primary-schools-having-no-nativespeakers-at-all-8886572.html 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 369, 21 Oct 2013)

“Among the most popular first languages spoken in these schools were Punjabi, Russian, Portuguese, Urdu, Czech, Polish and various African dialects.”
Home Office updates volunteering guidance for asylum seekers

(Source: NCVO Volunteering Bulletin, 25 Oct 2013)

“Following pressure from Refugee Action and NCVO, the Home Office has confirmed that the Immigration Minister Mark Harper had agreed that the guidance ought to be changed to make clear that:
1. Undertaking volunteering is lawful, including for refused asylum seekers
2. That volunteering for public sector organisations is now permitted as well as for charities and fundraising bodies.

The changes mean that no one can be excluded from volunteering because they’re claiming asylum. People claiming asylum, including refused asylum seekers, can now continue to volunteer across the public sector – in schools, hospitals and for local council run services such as libraries, leisure centres and parks - as well as the voluntary sector.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“EU Commission research finds that migrants are no burden on welfare and services”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2013/eu-commission-research-finds-migrants-are-no-burden-welfare-and-services?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=f38178f00a-MRN_News_21-10-2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1084a7080c-f38178f00a-197822741
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 21 Oct 2013)

Summary of the EU Commission research report (which has received much media coverage), with a link to the report itself.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Shadow city: exposing human trafficking in everyday London 
http://glaconservatives.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Shadow-City.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 369, 21 Oct 2013)

Important report by Andrew Boff (leader of the Conservative Group on the Greater London Authority), highlighting the trafficking in London: “What can be found in London, in higher numbers, are children and vulnerable British adults and, often irregular, migrants being relentlessly exploited, particularly by British standards and international human rights legislation.” [p7]

What languages are spoken in England and Wales?
http://www.ethnicity.ac.uk/census/CoDE-Language-Diversity-Census-Briefing.pdf
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 14-25 Oct 2013)  

Valuable source of info about the range of languages spoken – and how some are now wide-spread (“Polish, for example, is widely distributed and spoken in 95% of electoral wards in England and Wales.”)
Who can and cannot speak English?
http://www.ethnicity.ac.uk/census/CoDE-English-Proficiency-Census-Briefing.pdf
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 14-25 Oct 2013)  

Also includes some valuable background info, including: “Of those born outside the UK, the highest rates of people reporting a main language other than English were found among those born in Poland (92%), China (83%), Portugal (79%), other recent EU entrants (77%), Bangladesh (78%), and Pakistan (67%). The percentage of persons declaring English as a main language was lower for more recent arrivals (during or after 2001) (33%), and higher for those who arrived in the UK before 2001 (66%).” [p3]
The Immigration Bill: creating a ‘hostile environment’ for migrants in the UK – MRN briefing paper
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/publications/MRN-Immigration-Bill-briefing-Oct-2013.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 21 Oct 2013)

Briefing from the Migrants’ Rights Network.
A decade of destitution: time to make a change
http://www.scribd.com/doc/177096544/A-decade-of-destitution-time-to-make-a-change
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 14-25 Oct 2013)  

 “In March 2003, the British Red Cross and partner agency Mustard Tree started working with destitute asylum seekers in Greater Manchester. The project was the first of its kind in the UK ... Unfortunately, what was intended to be a temporary solution to a temporary problem turned out to be the start of a long journey … Ten years since the project started we are in the unenviable position of marking a decade of destitution among asylum seekers in Greater Manchester. Indeed, this month we expect to see the 3,000thdestitute person ask us for help. This report is the first attempt to map destitution among asylum seekers and refugees in Greater Manchester. It makes depressing reading, revealing that one in ten people using the service has been destitute for more than ten years, and almost half have been destitute for at least two years …” 
Call for evidence – Economic Migrants and Poverty
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 
Although this may be outside the kinds of work we can contribute to, nevertheless I thought it was interesting and important to include:

 “As part of an on-going programme funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) to develop anti-poverty strategies for the UK, researchers based at Keele University, the Institute for Research into Superdiversity, University of Birmingham and Sheffield Hallam University are currently undertaking a review of the links between immigration and poverty and the poverty experienced by UK economic migrants. The review will provide a picture of what is currently known about policy and practice interventions aimed at migrants and immigration.
The review aims to address the following key questions:

· Do the links between immigration and poverty differ over time in the UK (or in other nations)?

· How have risks of poverty changed for migrant groups?

· What evidence is there internationally and in the UK about how to reduce poverty through policy and practice interventions in this area?

· How can learning from other nations be brought into the UK context?

· What should we include in our anti-poverty strategies from this area?

· How might they fit into the current UK social, economic and political context?

· What does the current evidence base suggest should be done by policy makers, practitioners, employers and communities in different parts of the UK?

Given this context, we would now like to invite submission of materials to be included in this review. Any relevant material or information that focuses on (or around) the above issues would be most welcome by the project team.  This will include reports and papers produced by policymakers and practitioners as well as academics.

Please send all relevant materials to Kamran Khan KXK987@adf.bham.ac.uk.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Explore your archive”
http://www.exploreyourarchive.org/#about 
The new campaign website has just gone live.

“The Archives and Records Association (UK and Ireland) and The National Archives have come together to create a new campaign to raise awareness of archives, their value to society and the impact they have, every day, on individual lives.”
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