The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 139, 18 October 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Lankelly Chase Foundation – funding opportunities
http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/accessing_funding/funding_opportunities 
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 16 Oct 2013, http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/) 

The Lankelly Chase Foundation has launched an open call for project ideas in the UK – see above weblink for details.
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Your Libraries
http://www.brighton-hove-rpml.org.uk/Libraries/Documents/Your%20libraries%20booklet.pdf 

(Source: email from Alan Issler, Brighton & Hove City Council Libraries)

Brighton & Hove Libraries have incorporated some very positive messages into their ‘library leaflet’, including digital inclusion, Books on Prescription, access to health info, etc.

It would be good to see other examples of general or joining info that demonstrate such good practice. 

“Libraries for Social Good”
http://www.impatientoptimists.org/Posts/2013/10/Libraries-for-Social-Good
(Source: Public Libraries News, 17 Oct 2013)

“Impatient Optimists” (the blog of the Gates Foundation) has a brief report on “the Social Good Summit held in New York in September, where the discussions centered on how technology and social media can be used to improve people’s lives, and most importantly, on how we can take action to make our world a better place by 2030.”

For more info on the Summit, see: http://mashable.com/category/social-good-summit/.  

“Quick Reads in Southend Libraries”
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-in-southend-libraries.html
Simon Wallace summarises the ways in which Southend Libraries have been promoting Quick Books.
Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

 Too young to fail …
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Too_Young_to_Fail_0.pdf
(Source: National Literacy Trust Literacy News and Resources, Oct 2013)

Major report from Save The Children, which has been picked up by the media:

“… what [the achievement] gap means is that, by the time they are seven, nearly 80% of the difference in GCSE results between rich and poor children has already been determined.”

Looks at effective ways of overcoming the gap (including Save The Children’s own initiatives).

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

100 Questions: identifying research priorities for poverty prevention and reduction 
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/100-questions-about-poverty
“JRF and its partners have identified 100 important research questions that, if answered, would help to reduce or prevent poverty in the UK.”

Includes questions on Attitudes; Education and family; and Health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
Among Equals
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/resources/Among%20Equals%20Autumn%202013%20%20%281%29.pdf
The Autumn issue of the Equality Trust’s newsletter has just been published. 

It includes a link to recent work by the OECD (see: http://www.oecd.org/els/soc/OECD2013-Inequality-and-Poverty-8p.pdf) which shows that it has been well document by The Equality Trust that “Ranked according to income inequality, the UK stands at 28th out of 34 OECD countries and, within in [sic] Europe, only Turkey and Portugal are more divided.” [p4] 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Fighting stigma – everyday”

http://storify.com/MindCharity/fighting-stigma-everyday-mentalpatient?utm_source=Draft+Sounddelivery+Enews+for+October+2013&utm_campaign=UA-2661525-1&utm_medium=email 

(Source: sounddelivery Digital News, Oct 2013)

“After Twitter found out that Asda and a number of online retailers were selling ‘mental patient’ Halloween costumes, the mental health community came together on Twitter to show what everyday ‘mental patients’ really look like. Here are the highlights.”

Young Minds
To coincide with World Mental Health Day, charity Young Minds has drawn together some important resources, including:

· “Young people’s mental health in 2013: the facts” – see: http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1658_young_peoples_mental_health_in_2013_the_facts 

· “The state of young people’s mental health in 2013: a young person’s perspective” – see: http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1653_the_state_of_young_peoples_mental_health_in_2013 

· “Supporting your child through a mental health problem” – see: http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1652_supporting_your_child_through_a_mental_health_problem 

· “Working in the new NHS structures” – see: http://www.youngminds.org.uk/news/blog/1655_working_in_the_new_nhs_structures. 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Reading groups for blind and partially sighted people

http://readinggroups.org/tips/reading-groups-for-blind-and-partially-sighted.html
(Email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB, to sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

RNIB has put together some simple tips to making reading groups
accessible to blind and partially sighted people.

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Call for case studies: working with refugees”
http://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/11102013-call-for-case-studies-refugees?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MP18102013 

“The December edition of Museum Practice (MP) will look at how museums are working with refugees and asylum seekers.

The articles will look at the benefits and challenges of this outreach work, and offer practical advice on how museums can build relationships and design sustainable programmes of work.

Museums and other cultural organisations are invited to submit their own case studies to be included in MP.

Case studies should be no more than 250 words and accompanied by a landscape photograph.

Please email your case studies and relevant photographs by 28 November to rebecca.atkinson@museumsassociation.org.”


Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Asylum system under strain”

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/131011-asylum-rpt-published/
The Home Affairs Committee has just published its report Asylum (Seventh Report, Session 2013-14, HC 71), after a 10 month inquiry into the asylum system beginning 25 February 2013.

This webpage has links to the report, plus a useful summary of the key findings, including:

· The length of time it takes to get an initial decision on an asylum claim is increasing

· The quality of decision making is of great concern to the Committee

· The Committee were very concerned by the description of the sub-standard level of housing provided to asylum applicants as part of the COMPASS contract

· The Committee highlighted concerns about the level of support available to those who seek asylum in the UK.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Support needs of male victims of human trafficking: research findings

http://dnn.essex.gov.uk/Portals/26/Support%20needs%20of%20male%20trafficking%20victims.pdf
Important research which looks at the impact on men of being trafficked, and makes a series of recommendations – those around improving practice could be particularly useful to us (see p29).

“Our Glasgow”
http://ourglasgow.org.uk/ 

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 368, 14 Oct 2013)

“This website is a photoguide to Glasgow, made by a group of young refugees in the summer of 2013. We wanted to create a guide using photographs, which could show the many places and things to do in Glasgow, available to new young refugees arriving in the city.”

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“BBC cuts survey – A poor poll poorly reported”
http://touchstoneblog.org.uk/2013/10/bbc-cuts-survey-a-poor-poll-poorly-reported
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Just in case you haven’t seen this critique of the statistical methods used by the BBC in producing its survey results.

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Austerity illusions and debt delusions

http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_austerity_illusions_and_debt_delusions.pdf
Latest Centre for Labour and Social Studies [CLASS] Mythbuster, this looks at whether austerity is working quite as well as has been suggested …

Important background reading. 

“Snow in Singapore – on Cummings and Gove”
http://www.ippr.org/?p=1201&option=com_wordpress&Itemid=17 

Thoughtful – if critical – blog-piece about the philosophy behind the current education policy-making. (Nick Pearce likens the current debate to that in the 1950s around CP Snow and the “two cultures” – see, for example: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Two_Cultures). 
Education, justice and democracy: the struggle over ignorance and opportunity

http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_Policy_Paper_-_Education,_justice_and_democracy_(Stephen_Ball).pdf 
Also on education, this is the last in the CLASS series of papers which mark the 70th anniversary of the Beveridge Report. It begins with an overview of the progress made since 1944, and then argues for a different way forward which would involve “a fundamental shift from a system of education driven by economic necessities, to one which gives priority to social and political necessities.” [p6]
And, finally …
Jessica Huntley (1927-2013)
I was saddened to read of the death of Jessica, whom I had the privilege of meeting several times when I first went to work in Lambeth in the early 1970s.

There are obituaries and appreciations of her work at:

· http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visiting-the-city/archives-and-city-history/london-metropolitan-archives/news-and-events/Pages/jessica-huntley-1927-2013.aspx
· http://www.irr.org.uk/news/jessica-huntley/
· http://www.gusjohn.com/2013/10/jessica-huntley-veteran-political-and-cultural-activist-dies-at-86/. 
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