The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 137, 3 October 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Equality Act 2010
Publishing equality information …
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/publishing_equality_information_final.pdf 

The EHRC has just published this “assessment of public authorities’ implementation of the specific duty to publish equality information”.

“The findings from this assessment show that just one in two public authorities were meeting the requirement to publish equality information on their workforce and service users in April 2012 …” [pp5-6]
There is further info at: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/public-sector-equality-duty/monitoring-and-enforcement/. 

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Public Libraries as Providers of Digitally Inclusive Services and Resources: A National Survey Redefined”
http://librarypr.org/2013/09/11/public-libraries-as-providers-of-digitally-inclusive-services-and-resources-a-national-survey-redefined/ 
(Source: Public Libraries News, 18 Sept 2013)

In the US: “Starting this September, the American Library Association (ALA) Office for Research & Statistics and the University of Maryland Information Policy & Access Center will begin capturing information about the vital roles public libraries play in supporting digital inclusion.”
“So what are libraries for then?”

http://www.lgcplus.com/opinion/so-what-are-libraries-for-then/5063491.article#.Uj_SLZH36t8.twitter
(Source: Public Libraries News, 24 Sept 2013)

Brief introduction by Grace Kempster to Northamptonshire’s “Library Plus” model, “a major county wide scheme to transform the service with a strong library core but creatively combine services for the community’s convenience.”

Tackling social and digital exclusion – Other Agencies

“A series of doors”: young people talking about the experience of poverty
http://www.breslinpublicpolicy.com/images/ASeriesofDoors.pdf
(Source: email from Kevin Harris)

Breslin Public Policy was commissioned by the Office of the Children’s

Commissioner for England to organise a participative event for children and young people in poverty – this was held in Feb 2013. The report tells, in their own words, the young people’s experiences – and stresses the importance of talking and listening to children.
“getonline@home”

http://www.getonlineathome.org/about-us.aspx#
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Get Online @ Home is an initiative from Microsoft and its partners to provide low cost refurbished desktop and laptop computers to support the Go ON UK digital inclusion programme.”

Have ethnic inequalities in employment persisted between 1991 and 2011?
http://www.ethnicity.ac.uk/census/CoDE-Employment-Change-Census-Briefing.pdf 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 16-27 Sept 2013) 

“This briefing uses Census data from 1991 to 2011 to report on how employment patterns of ethnic groups for 25 to 49 year old men and women in England and Wales have changed. We include seven broad ethnic groupings, those that can be derived in a reasonably consistent way across the 1991, 2001 and 2011 Censuses ... Major ethnic inequalities remain in employment indicators despite some convergence during this period.”
What works for children and young people with literacy difficulties? The effectiveness of intervention schemes

http://www.interventionsforliteracy.org.uk/widgets_GregBrooks/What_works_for_children_fourth_ed.pdf
(Source: LiteracyActionNet October Spotlight)

Recently published 4th edition of this review: “Part 1 … deals with schemes for children aged 5–14 (Years 1–9 in England and Wales) who can be considered ‘mainstream’, that is, they have not been identified as having a specific special educational need, and are not at the point of transition from primary to secondary school.”

Part 2 looks at schemes designed:

· “for children with specific special educational needs, including dyslexia/specific learning difficulty … 
· to boost literacy at primary/secondary transition … 

· for young people aged 14–18, including those detached from education or training and those who have offended or may be at risk of doing so … 
The three new chapters in Part 2 contain details of 21 schemes which did not feature in the third edition, plus one scheme and three studies which were in the third edition but have been moved to the chapter on children with specific special educational needs.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Resources to support libraries’ work for World Mental Health Day
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/celebrate-world-mental-health-day-in-your-library.html?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency+List+v2&utm_campaign=7ed9572db7-TRA_Oct_2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-7ed9572db7-51507097
(Source: email from The Reading Agency, 3 Oct 2013)

TRA have pulled together in one place links to their range of resources, including:
· A Health Toolkit for libraries (available to download from the above weblink)

· Info on their Reading Well Mood-boosting books, see: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/quick-guides/reading-well/#reading-well-mood-boosting-books
· Info on Reading Well Books on Prescription, see: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/quick-guides/reading-well/ 

· A list of library events and activities, see: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/get-involved/002-events/library-events-for-world-mental-health-day-2013.html. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

A road less rocky – supporting carers of people with dementia
http://www.carers.org/sites/default/files/dementia_executive_summary_english_only_final_use_this_one.pdf
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Executive summary of a new report from the Carers Trust. It set out to examine and make recommendations around the following key areas:

· “What are the key stress points in the caring journey when support or advice is most needed?
· What are the key types of advice and support needed at what times, in relation to caring for the person with dementia?
· What are the key types of advice and support needed at what times, in relation to the carer’s own life and wellbeing?” [p3]
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Jodi Awards shortlist
http://www.seapn.org.uk/blog/
The 2013 Jodi Awards shortlist has been announced; the Awards will be presented in association with the Museums Association at the Annual Conference on Monday 11 November 2013 in Liverpool.
Younger disabled people enjoying the benefits of being online

http://consumers.ofcom.org.uk/2013/09/younger-disabled-people-enjoying-the-benefits-of-being-online/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Tweet&utm_campaign=disabledconsumer 

(Source: email from Wendy Taylor via sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk)

New research shows that “among the youngest age group (15-34), levels of internet access are broadly comparable, regardless of whether people have a disability or not (90% compared with 93%). This increases to 94% for disabled people and 97% for non-disabled people among the more affluent in this age group.
However, for older (65+) less affluent disabled people, internet access levels are at their lowest (23%) which is significantly lower than among non-disabled people of the same age and socio-economic group (37%).”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Not migrants and immigration, but mobility and movement”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2013/not-migrants-and-immigration-mobility-and-movement?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=3b35ab201a-MRN_News_22-7-2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1084a7080c-3b35ab201a-197822741
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 22 July 2013)

Interesting MRN blog-post which argues that: “Some of the anxiety around immigration is a result of negative discourse and the misrepresentation of movers and movement”.
Precarious lives: experiences of forced labour among refugees and asylum seekers in England

http://precariouslives.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/precarious_lives_main_report_2-7-13.pdf 
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Migration News, 22 July 2013)
Important research project which looked at the issue of forced labour. “Forced labour is experienced by three particular groups who interact with the asylum system at different points while in the UK: asylum seekers at entry, trafficked migrants and undocumented migrants. Most interviewees moved between various types of precarious work across a spectrum encompassing vulnerable work, seriously exploitative work and forced labour.”
World Migration Report 2013: migrant well-being and development
http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/free/WMR2013_EN.pdf [NB file is 10.88 Mb]

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 365, 23 Sept 2013)

This report looks at “how migration affects a person’s quality of life and his or her human development across a broad range of dimensions ... [which] shed new light on how migrants rate their lives, and on how they feel with regard to income, employment, health, security and other dimensions relevant to their well-being ... The report concludes with a set of recommendations for future initiatives to monitor migrant well-being and the impact of migration on development, with reference to the inclusion of migration in the post-2015 global development framework.” [p21]
Welcome to Europe! A comprehensive guide to resettlement

http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/ICMCEUROPE_WelcometoEurope_full_.pdf?
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 16-27 Sept 2013) 

“This third edition of the guide to resettlement provides information on global resettlement needs and the evolution of Member States’ resettlement activities, from legislation to practical implementation, highlighting the areas for improvement in the reception and integration of resettled refugees.”

Getting on in the UK: migrants, ethnic minorities, networks, social mobility and integration

(Source: email from Kevin Harris)

Please see invitation letter (attached).

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Banned Books Week 2013: The top 10 challenged titles – in pictures”

http://www.theguardian.com/books/gallery/2013/sep/24/banned-books-week-top-10-challenged-titles-pictures#/?picture=417231443&index=8
(Source: Public Libraries News, 24 Sept 2013)

Timely reminder of the pressure on libraries to remove stock: “According to the American Libraries Association (ALA), US librarians received 464 requests to take books off the shelves in 2012 – up 42% on 2011.”

Titles include The kite runner; And Tango makes three; and a “Captain Underpants” title.

“Libraries are trusted spaces, but this doesn't mean they have to stay the same”
http://www.theguardian.com/local-government-network/2013/sep/24/library-service-council-space
(Source: Public Libraries News, 24 Sept 2013)

Interesting piece from Sue Charteris, which highlights the importance of talking openly with communities, and using the Equality Act duties as well as those of the Public Libraries & Museums Act.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

2011 Census: Key Results on Population, Ethnicity, Identity, Language, Religion, Health, Housing and Accommodation in Scotland
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBulletin2A.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 366, 1 Oct 2013)

Just published is this bulletin which presents key results from Scotland’s 2011 Census – useful background info.
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Getting on in the UK: migrants, ethnic minorities, networks, social mobility and integration

London, Nuffield Foundation, 28 Bedford Square, London, WC1B 3JS. 
11-1pm 4th November 2013

Council Chamber, School of Social Sciences and Law, Cardiff University

Glamorgan Building, King Edward VII Avenue, Cardiff, CF10 3WT.

1.30-3.30pm 6th November 2013

Birmingham, Room 417, Muirhead Tower, University of Birmingham, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT

11-1pm 8th November 2013

You are invited to join us to discuss our recent research findings on:

· What types of social network do ethnic minorities and refugees possess?

· Do social networks facilitate social mobility?

· What is the role of social networks and capital in integration and inclusion?

This event brings together researchers from two project teams: the Nuffield Foundation funded Refugee Integration, Social Networks and Social Capital project (Birmingham and Cardiff) and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation Poverty, Ethnicity and Social Networks research (Third Sector Research Centre, University of Birmingham) to co-present findings focusing on social network, social media and social capital in minority ethnic and refugee communities.  

The role of social networks and social capital in both new migrant and established minority ethnic community integration and social mobility has been the focus of much debate.  Whilst some commentators claim that within- group contacts may prevent integration and potentially lead to self-segregation and even extremism, others argue such capital provides a foundation for the development of broader social relationships.  Questions around the nature, role and impact of different types of capital continue to capture the attention of politicians and practitioners.  Our latest research findings in relation to these questions will bring you up to date with the current policy debates.

This event aims specifically at policy makers, service provides, voluntary sector professionals, and equality advocates. They will be participatory in nature and allow time for discussion and action planning/reflection.  

This is a FREE event funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) [Grant Ref: 066] and is part of the Festival of Social Science programme. Places are limited and registration is essential. Please book your ticket according to which event you plan to attend:

For London at http://esrcfestivallondon.eventbrite.co.uk
For Cardiff at http://esrcfestivalcardiff.eventbrite.co.uk
For Birmingham at http://esrcfestivalbirmingham.eventbrite.co.uk
For further information please contact Ann Bolstridge, IRiS Manager, a.bolstridge@bham.ac.uk 
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