The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 135, 9 September 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

People's Postcode Trust – Dream Fund
http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/dream-fund.aspx
(Source: NCVO Funding Central Newsletter, 7 Aug 2013)

 “Funding is available to give organisations in Scotland, England and Wales the chance to deliver the project they have always dreamed of, but never had the opportunity to bring to life. Projects should fall under one of the following categories: Encouraging Healthy Living; Social Enterprise; and Environmental Sustainability.”

Closing date for applications is 20 September 2013.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“The Strong Voices of Young People – National Programme Launched”
http://www.capeuk.org/capeuk-news/the-strong-voices-of-young-people-%e2%80%93-national-programme-launched.html 
Presumably some of you are involved in this, although the press release came as a complete surprise to me!

“Some of England’s top theatres, libraries, museums and galleries will be supporting young people from disadvantaged and vulnerable communities as part of a special project that has got under way this month.
Strong Voices has been developed by the Bridge England Network, a group of 10 Arts Council funded organisations using their experience and expertise to connect young people, schools and communities with arts and culture.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Abandoned ambitions? The need to support struggling school leavers
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/pdf/abandoned-ambitions-web-Aug2013.pdf
New report from the Prince’s Trust, which “shows that one in six young people believes they will ‘end up on benefits’, and this increases to more than one in three among those leaving school with poor grades.” The Trust is calling for more vocational support for school-leavers with few qualifications. 
Between the cracks …
http://www.thersa.org/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1527316/RSA_Education_Between_the_cracks_report.pdf
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

Important new research from the RSA shows that:

· “Moving schools within school year has detrimental impact on grades with children from poor backgrounds worst affected

· Children who switch schools due to moving house are three times as likely to move to a low performing school

· Numbers moving within school year are large and set to grow.”
“The burdens of working-class youth”
http://chronicle.com/article/The-Burdens-of-Working-Class/140907/
(Source: email from Kathleen McCook)

Interesting article from the Chronicle of higher education, which reports on a research study that explored the lives of working-class young people in the US:
“… working-class kids today are growing up in a world where taken-for-granted pathways to adulthood are quickly eroding.”
In it together?
http://www.crer.org.uk/Publications/inittogether.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 361, 12 Aug 2013)
This important study:
“… was commissioned by the Coalition for Racial Equality and Rights

(CRER) to provide a ‘snapshot’ of the views and experiences of Glasgow residents from Black and minority ethnic backgrounds regarding the current period of recession and austerity. The research is a small scale qualitative study which focused on the experiences of three groups from Scottish Pakistani/Asian, Chinese and Black African/Somali communities. It revealed wide-ranging issues affecting the lives and experiences of men and women.”
Middlesbrough Literacy Hub: review of progress, June 2012 - May 2013
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/7864/Middlesbrough_hub_end_of_year_report.pdf 

(Source: News and resources from the National Literacy Trust, 8 Aug 2013)

Report of the first year’s work by the NLT in setting up the Middlesbrough Literacy Hub which “brings together the community and voluntary sector in a local partnership with public services and the private sector.”

"Use of creative therapies and activities to promote inclusion" – Special issue call for papers from Working with Older People
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/products/journals/call_for_papers.htm?id=4844
(Source: email from Sara Griffiths, The National Archives)

Please see the call for papers at the above weblink. 

“Papers are invited that demonstrate how creative activity can reach and engage older people who might otherwise feel isolated or excluded from their communities.”

They are very interested in the full range of creative activity, including library-based activities, such as reminiscence.

Deadline for submissions: 31 October 2013 for publication in March 2014.
(John Vincent has also been asked by the editor to write an article early in 2014, which will illustrate the role of libraries, drawing on the Good practice guide and its updates, http://www.seapn.org.uk/informationResources.asp?cat_id=131.)
Six Book Challenge 2014
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/martina-cole-leads-six-book-challenge-into-seventh-year.html
Just in case you haven’t seen the news, author Martina Cole will be championing next year’s Challenge.

The press release also highlights the new materials available – please see: http://shop.readingagency.org.uk/products/six-book-challenge-2014-promotional-packs (and note the Early Bird offer that runs until 9 Oct). 

“Gadgets to assist the elderly with dementia”
http://www.myageingparent.com/gadgets-to-assist-the-elderly-with-dementia/ 

(Source: Later Life Newsletter, 48, Sept 2013)
Useful intro to a range of aids/gadgets available. 

“Challenging rural isolation and loneliness”
http://www.campaigntoendloneliness.org/blog/rural-isolation-loneliness/ 

(Source: Later Life Newsletter, 48, Sept 2013)
Brief blog-post highlighting the new Age Concern campaign focusing on later life in rural England (see: http://www.ageuk.org.uk/rural). 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Bibliotherapy – launch of a video about the work in Kirklees
http://vimeo.com/wellintowords 

(Source: email from Julie Walker, Kirklees Libraries and Information Centres, juliei.walker@kirklees.gov.uk)
“Bibliotherapy is the use of fiction and poetry to support and increase positive outcomes for people with mental health and well being issues. 

You can view a video about the work we do at the above weblink. 

Please feel free to share this video with people you think may be interested although we do ask that no footage is uploaded onto YouTube, Facebook or similar social networking sites due to the fact that some (not all) of the people featured in the film are vulnerable.” 
NB the full press release will appear in the next issue of The Network Newsletter.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Healthtalkonline”
http://www.healthtalkonline.org/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Healthtalkonline and its sister website, Youthhealthtalk [http://www.youthhealthtalk.org/], let you share in more than 2,000 people's experiences of over 60 health-related conditions and illnesses. You can watch video or listen to audio clips of the interviews, read about people's experiences if you prefer and find reliable information about specific conditions, treatment choices and support.”
Learning Difficulty issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Disability in time and place”
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/disability-in-time-and-place/ 
(Source: email from Rosie Sherrington, English Heritage)

The English Heritage disability history education resource and teachers’ pack is now available free to download from their website.
Learning Difficulty issues – Other Agencies
“Reading Agency to release dyslexia help books”
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/reading-agency-release-dyslexia-help-books.html 
Just in case you missed this announcement:
“The Reading Agency has partnered with publisher Barrington Stoke to create initiatives that will encourage children with dyslexia to read.

The publisher's books are all commissioned, edited and designed to help young readers access books despite dyslexia, visual stress, or general reluctance.
A range of events and initiatives will be launched across library services, including a day of events for libraries in the north of England on 19th November, led by children's author Tom Palmer.

Another day aimed at getting librarians to work with children to break down barriers to reading will be held in the home counties during May and June 2014.
The partnership will also see the production of special packs to support dyslexic readers, which will be distributed through Chatterbooks, the Reading Agency's network of reading groups for children aged eight to 11, to coincide with Dyslexia Awareness Week in October. Special Chatterbooks packs will also be aimed at five to eight-year-olds in 2014.”
Migration issues – News 
“Statistics show more people from Syria are fleeing to the UK”
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/3726_statistics_show_more_people_from_syria_are_fleeing_to_the_uk
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 19-30 Aug 2013)  

News item from the Refugee Council (based on the latest ONS stats), showing that 988 Syrians applied for asylum in 2012 compared to 355 the year before.
According to the UNHCR, 1m children are now registered as refugees from the Syrian war (see: http://www.unhcr.org/521621999.html). 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Teen Rights in the public library”
https://www.accessola.org/Documents/OLA/Divisions/OPLA/Child_and_youth/OPLATeenReport-FINALb.pdf
(Source: email from John Pateman)

Ontario Public Libraries have produced this set of “rights” for teenage library users – see pp22-23. The document starts by reiterating that:

“Young people are valuable members of our library community who deserve the same respect, dignity and human rights as all library members. This document provides a framework for developing library services to teens that meet the educational, informational, and cultural and leisure needs of young people in ways that are developmentally appropriate.”
New Arts Council strategic document due in the autumn
http://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/14082013-ace-to-merge-arts-museum-goals?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=21082013
(Source: update from the Museums Association, 14 Aug 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen this:

“Arts Council England (ACE) is in the process of combining its key goals for museums, libraries and the arts into one document.

The arts council plans to replace its two key strategic documents, Achieving great art for everyone and Culture, knowledge and understanding – both published in 2011 - with one vision that applies to investment across all of its artforms. 

The revised document is due to be released this autumn ahead of the arts council’s next round of investment in 2015-18, which will open for applications in January 2014.”
“The RAD Library”
http://theradlibrary.wordpress.com/ 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“The Rad Library is a mobile community library full of rad books, zines, DVDs, and games and operating out of a van in Perth [Western Australia]”.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Ageing, longevity and demographic change …
http://www.ilcuk.org.uk/images/uploads/publication-pdfs/ILC-UK_Factpack_-_WEB_DOWNLOAD.pdf 

(Source: Later Life Newsletter, 47, Aug 2013)

New fact-pack of statistics from the International Longevity Centre-UK.

“The 12-page booklet provides statistics on a range of topics from life expectancy to housing supply, from pensions to the popularity of smart-phones amongst today’s older generations.  The information has been collated from a range of official sources including the Office for National Statistics, the European Commission and from other research organisations.”
“Southend Soup”
http://southendsoup.wordpress.com/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Building on the ideas from “Detroit Soup” (see: http://detroitsoup.com/), “a monthly dinner funding micro-grants for creative projects in Detroit”, Sherry Fuller is experimenting with a Southend version: see “How it works” (http://southendsoup.wordpress.com/about/) for more details. This may be a first for the UK …
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