The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 133, 29 July 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Enquiry
Building up libraries in Somalia
I’ve received the following message from long-time contact Abdirahman M. Abtidon:
“Hello John, I am part of a group of Somali/British citizens and we are trying to build up small libraries in war-torn country, Somalia. We are looking resource books, children's books, fiction and non-fiction books, audio-visual materials, computers and anything to start and build-up a small library. I would like to ask everybody in this list who can, their contribution.”
If you can help, or would like to get in touch with Abdirahman, please email him at: a.abtidon@gmail.com. 
Funding & Opportunities

Digital Research and Development Fund for the Arts in Wales
http://www.nesta.org.uk/areas_of_work/creative_economy/digitalrndwales
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 10 July 2013, http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/) 

Launch of a new “partnership between the Arts Council of Wales, Arts & Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and Nesta to support arts and cultural organisations across Wales who want to work with digital technologies to expand their audience reach and engagement and/or explore new business models.”

Active Communities
http://www.peopleshealthtrust.org.uk/apply-for-funding/active-communities 
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 10 July 2013, http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/) 

New funding from the People’s Health Trust.
“Active Communities is for local people with great ideas about how to help create fairer places to grow, live, work and age well. We’re looking for people with great ideas which will create stronger connections between people and help make their local neighbourhoods even better.
To apply, you need to have a great idea, designed and led by local people which will:
· take place within a small area for a small group of people such as 20 or 30 streets or a couple of villages
· run for between 9 months and 2 years
· need investment of between £5,000 and £25,000 per year 
· take place in one of the areas we show as most needing the funding …

· be for a not-for-profit group or organisation in England, Scotland or Wales
· be for a group or organisation with a yearly income of £350,000 or less

We fund projects across England, Scotland and Wales but the programme opens in different places at different times. You can only make an application if the programme is open in your area.”
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Bright futures: local children, local approaches – good practice in children’s centres
http://www.local.gov.uk/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=16a096c4-907a-4089-9fe9-a3d8595900f5&groupId=10171 
(Source: email from the LGA Children & Young People Team, 10 July 2013)

“The case studies in this publication shows how councils up and down the country are using children's centres to help deliver early intervention through integrated health provision and getting children school-ready, to a more formal community budget approach.”
“Almost 40% of army recruits have reading age of 11, MPs warn”

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-23346693
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

You may have picked up on this in some radio news bulletins – this is the BBC’s news report.

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

The reading gap …
http://www.suttontrust.com/our-work/research/item/the-reading-gap/
(Source: Children & Young People Now Daily, 12 July 2013)

This new research by the Sutton Trust has been widely reported in the media; it particularly highlights the gap in achievement between high achieving boys from disadvantaged backgrounds and their better-off peers.
There is a press release summary at: http://www.suttontrust.com/news/news/missing-their-potential-bright-british-boys-lose-out-with-30/. 

What works in supporting children and young people to overcome persistent poverty? A review of UK and international literature
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/nfer/publications/NIEQ01/NIEQ01.pdf
(Source: NFER On the Web, June 2013)

Report of a review carried out by the National Foundation for Educational Research on behalf of the Office for the First Minister/Deputy First Minister in Northern Ireland. It provides “compelling evidence of a range of structural, individual and practice-level factors that can enable families to escape from persistent poverty” [p5], including the importance of education.

“Charities unveil employment partnership for disadvantaged young people”
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/1077781/charities-unveil-employment-partnership-disadvantaged-people?utm_content=&utm_campaign=170713_Daily&utm_source=Children%20%26%20Young%20People%20Now&utm_medium=adestra_email&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cypnow.co.uk%2Fcyp%2Fnews%2F1077781%2Fcharities-unveil-employment-partnership-disadvantaged-people
(Source: Children & Young People Now Daily, 17 July 2013)
“Up to 25,000 disadvantaged young people will be helped into education, training or work over the next three years through employment skills programmes set up by four UK charities … The Opportunity Partnership is bringing together schemes run by Catch22, St Giles Trust, The Prince's Trust and Tomorrow's People aimed at helping 16- to 25-year-olds who are not in education, employment or training (Neet) and who also face additional barriers to succeeding such as homelessness, poverty or mental health problems.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Working in partnership with carers”
http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/dementia/carers/index.asp
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

The Social Care Institute for Excellence has added a new section to their Dementia Gateway website: “Carers play an absolutely vital role in the care and support of people with dementia – and yet often they have to battle with the health and social care system to be heard. This section sets out some ideas for working in partnership alongside carers, as well as suggestions for how professional care staff can better support carers.”
Self Help Services
http://www.selfhelpservices.org.uk/ 

(Source: email from Digital Unite, 22 July 2013)

“Self Help Services is a user-led mental health charity, providing services across the North West.” They have just won the Community Impact Award 2013 in the “Technology 4 Good” awards.
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Make A Noise In Libraries
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/lancashire_manil_report_2013.pdf
(Source: email from Amaan Siddiqui, Health & Wellbeing Development Officer, Lancashire Cultural Services)

Report of Lancashire Libraries’ MANIL 2013 activities.
Summer Reading Challenge
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor to Six Steps JISCMAIL list, sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk)
“Blind and partially sighted children can join in this year's Summer Reading Challenge through their local library and the RNIB National Library Service.

Children can register at their local public library where a VI pack should be available at the beginning of the summer holidays (but if not we have a supply at RNIB National Library Service). The challenge is for children to read six books - whilst collecting various goodies along the way. A certificate and medal will be awarded to every child who completes the challenge. 

Children can borrow books from RNIB National Library Service and enjoy activities at their local library. RNIB have produced themed booklists of braille, giant print and audio titles, to give children ideas about what to borrow.

For more information contact: Hazel Sharrock or Liz Farrell on 0161 429

1975 or email childrenslibrarian@rnib.org.uk.” 
Migration issues – News 
The Guardian “Special report – Syrian refugees”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/middle-east-live/2013/jul/25/syria-refugee-crisis-a-day-in-the-life 
Just in case you didn’t see the “Special report” in the 25 July issue … The graphic showing the impact (in terms of numbers migrating) on neighbouring countries is particularly important. 
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Scheme for young asylum seekers 'could be model for UK'”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-22310696?dm_i=876,1NI4P,13AR3H,5T4SX,1
(Source: Paul Hamlyn Foundation Newsletter, Summer 2013)

BBC News Scotland coverage of the work of the Scottish Guardianship Service which has supported more than 100 unaccompanied young people – some the victims of trafficking.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Routes to regularisation for people without legal status in the UK
http://www.phf.org.uk/news.asp?id=1921&dm_i=876,1NI4P,13AR3H,5SDD8,1
“The PHF Supported Options Initiative has published 'Routes to regularisation for people without legal status in the UK'. The paper gives an overview of possible paths to regularisation for irregular migrant children and young people within the UK's immigration laws.”

The Supported Options Initiative “aims to provide support and advice to young people (up to 30 years of age) and children in the UK who do not have regular immigration status or are undocumented.” See: http://www.phf.org.uk/page.asp?id=884. 

The 'Life in the United Kingdom' citizenship test: is it unfit for purpose?

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2280329 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 8-19 July 2013) 

Report by Thom Brooks (who himself used Life in the United Kingdom to gain British citizenship). “The report considers how the current edition of the Life in the UK test compares with previous editions and it identifies several problems that should be addressed in a future edition. Whilst the third edition is an improvement over past editions in some areas, the author concludes that it is an opportunity lost more generally and recommends that several serious concerns are addressed.”
The poverty barrier: the right to rehabilitation for survivors of torture in the UK

http://www.freedomfromtorture.org/sites/default/files/documents/Poverty%20report%20FINAL%20a5%20web.pdf
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 24 July 2013)
Freedom from Torture found that three-quarters of clients that completed a detailed questionnaire described themselves as living in poverty. It said the research revealed "shocking levels of poverty among torture survivors – during and after their passage through the UK's asylum system". 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Boom-time for legal loan sharks: how deregulation, market failure and a crisis in wages has led to the rise of payday lenders
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013.07_boom-time_for_legal_loan_sharks.pdf 
Latest Policy Paper from Class, which gives very useful background to the current issue over payday lending.
“Have deprived neighbourhoods been left to fend for themselves?”
http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2013/07/deprived-neighbourhoods-fend-for-themselves?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+8th+July+2013&utm_content=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+8th+July+2013+CID_127158d7ef73c548c7a4be5a153235f5&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Have%20deprived%20neighbourhoods%20been%20left%20to%20fend%20for%20themselves
Interesting blog article from JRF, which looks at the change in government policy towards neighbourhood renewal:

“Breaking with the pattern of the last 40 years, Government in England is no longer an active player in neighbourhood renewal. Apart from community budgets, it provides no new resources for neighbourhoods, no lead on neighbourhood policy, no evaluations. Even supporters of Localism policies have started to argue that ‘community empowerment on its own is not enough.’ Looking ahead, how do we think deprived neighbourhoods will fare?”
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