The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 132, 9 July 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award 2013 
http://www.cilip.org.uk/news-media/Pages/news130703a.aspx
Congratulations to Surrey for winning the LCLA:

“Domestic Abuse – How Surrey libraries can help 
Surrey County Council Libraries
Surrey County Council Libraries offers supporter and guidance to victims and survivors of domestic abuse, providing vital information and resources in a safe environment. They help those who have experienced sexual, emotion, physical, financial and violent, forced marriage and genital mutilation. They also work with domestic abuse professionals working with people involved in these situations. Additionally, they are increasing awareness throughout the Surrey population of the scale of domestic abuse in the county.”

The other two terrific finalists were:

“Dementia Friendly Libraries in Kent
Kent County Council Libraries, Registration and Archives
In partnership with Alzheimer’s Society, Dementia UK, Age Concern and others, Kent County Council, Registration and Archives have developed an innovative offer to help people living with dementia and their carers. These include their ‘Read Aloud’ and ‘Pictures to Share’ sessions, helping to stimulate memory and provide enjoyment. They have worked with Kent Gateways to develop a substantial library offer, to provide information and signposting, to train staff and volunteers and to raise awareness of dementia in Kent and beyond.

Reading and You
Kirklees Libraries and Information Centres
Bibliotherapy is the use of fiction and poetry to support and increase positive outcomes for people with mental health and wellbeing issues. Reading and You works in libraries, hospitals and community organisation's premises to highlight the value of reading and libraries to inspire and engage with those who may be difficult to reach due to mental ill health. They help those suffering from depression, bi polar disorder, psychoses such as schizophrenia, dementia and people with drug and alcohol addiction.”

Enquiry
Library posts working specifically with refugees, asylum-seekers and new arrivals
I’ve had an enquiry from Nottingham Libraries, asking whether there are many other local authority library services in the UK that have created similar posts to the one they have – if you could email john@nadder.org.uk, I’ll round up the responses and add them to a future Ebulletin.
Funding & Opportunities

The Diversity Award for 2013 

“The Community, Diversity and Equality Group wants to celebrate the diverse cultural representation within the library and information sector. The award is for an individual or a team who have shown a commitment to the advancement of Diversity in the library world. The shortlisted people/teams will be invited to a special award presentation this autumn, where the winner will be announced …
Complete an entry form which is obtainable from www.cilip.org.uk/cdeg or by emailing Karen Berry (Karen.berry@talktalk.net) …”
The deadline for entries is Friday, 30 August 2013. 
“Enterprising Libraries”

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-for-funding/enterprising-libraries/
"The Enterprising Libraries programme, a partnership between Arts Council England, the British Library and the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), is looking to fund a number of projects in which libraries will use their role as community hubs to spark local economic growth and improve social mobility in communities across the country ...

 

A total of 10 awards of a maximum of £45,000 each are available through this fund. However, partnerships between libraries are eligible for awards, so the £45,000 award may be spread amongst a number of libraries. Any financial split between partners should be detailed in the application ...

We anticipate that the successful applicants will begin their projects no later than 30 September 2013. Activity must be completed by the end of March 2015."

Football-themed reading intervention

(Source: email from National Literacy Trust, 28 June 2013)

“Would you like to take part in our FREE football-themed reading intervention in 2014?
Premier League Reading Stars is targeted at pupils who are underachieving or lacking engagement in literacy. It is flexible enough to be used with both primary and secondary school pupils. Last year, three out of four children made six months’ to a year’s progress in reading during the 10-week programme. A similar number said they enjoyed reading more and now read more.
Schools, libraries or football clubs that meet our criteria will receive a free resource pack providing enough materials to work with up to 32 pupils. This includes: 
· A “Tactics Book” for teachers, providing 10 curriculum-supporting sessions 

· Premier League branded incentives for pupils, including reading journals, badges and certificates 

· Access to online reading challenges set by players in our exclusive videos, with further rewards to be won.”

Criteria for eligibility are at: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/premier_league_reading_stars/criteria. 

Places are limited – the application form is at: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/premier_league_reading_stars/your_chance_to_take_part/apply.

Equality Act 2010
Caste discrimination
http://positivenews.org.uk/2013/peace_democracy/12468/caste-discrimination-outlawed-uk/ 

(Source: National Secular Society Bulletin, 54, Summer 2013)

As you may have seen:

“The UK has become the first country outside Asia to ban discrimination towards Dalit, the so-called ‘untouchables’ at the bottom of the Hindu caste system.”

According to lawyers Eversheds:

“There is no fixed date for implementation, and nothing is likely to happen until 2014 at the earliest, to give time for further consultation.”

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Looked-after children and reading”
http://www.anneharding.net/looked-after-children-reading-article.html
Anne Harding has had a peer-reviewed article published in Write4Children, “which gives a brief overview of the data about looked-after children’s literacy attainment and the reasons for their low achievement rates, then focuses on issues relating to reading materials and the importance of sensitivity in their choice. It highlights the impact of interventions that have made reading materials more accessible to looked-after children”.

“Libraries as ‘public living rooms’”

http://newstartmag.co.uk/your-blogs/libraries-as-public-living-rooms/ 

Strongly positive posting about the role of libraries (including their role in tackling social and digital exclusion) by Liz McGettigan (Head of libraries and information services, Edinburgh). 

“LGBT people existed long before 1967 – as the British Museum reveals”

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/jun/20/lbgt-people-1967-british-museum 

(Source: LGBT History Month Bulletin, 106, 4 July 2013)

Article by Andrew Dobbin (promotions officer for Schools Out & LGBT History Month): “Those who deny same-sex desire is natural and normal should take a tour to see evidence dating back more than 2,500 years.”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“E-Book readers and e-Publishing for Mobile Platforms: competing for seniors and users of all abilities”

http://readingsight.org.uk/blog/m_enabling_summit_2013/
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB)

Richard Orme, Head of Accessibility at RNIB, attended and spoke at the
M-Enabling Summit this year; a transcript of the talk is available at the above weblink. 

“The M-Enabling Summit is the only global program exclusively dedicated to promoting mobile accessible and assistive applications and services for senior citizens and users of all abilities …” – see: http://www.g3ict.org/resource_center/M-Enabling_Summit_2013. 

Closing date: 30 September 2013. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Health inequalities reading list

http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/JUNE-2013-Health-Inequalities-reading-list.doc
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 4 July 2013)

This is the latest in the EHRC’s series of reading lists.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Social Care TV: Getting to know the person with dementia – the impact of diagnosis”
http://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?v=gettingtoknowthepersonwithdementia
(Source: Later Life Newsletter, 46, July 2013)

“This film introduces 6 people who have been diagnosed with dementia.  Understanding the person with dementia helps to provide person centred care and support.”

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Assistance dogs – a guide for all businesses: how to enable assistance dog owners to use your service
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/publications/assistance_dogs_guide.pdf 
(Source: STV Bulletin, 139, 26 June 2013)
New from the EHRC is this guidance for both private and public sector services on their legal duties and how to meet them. The guide covers what is an assistance dog; why should assistance dogs be welcomed by businesses; what are my legal duties; what do I need to do as a business owner and where can I find further advice.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

An evidence assessment of the routes of human trafficking into the UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/115923/occ103.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 358, 1 July 2013)

Useful background report on the key reasons for trafficking, routes into the UK, and the main countries of origin of people trafficked.

“… some of the more often reported countries in the literature on trafficking are: Bangladesh; Brazil; Bulgaria; China; Columbia; Czech Republic; India; Kazakhstan; Latvia; Lithuania; Morocco; Nepal; Nigeria; Pakistan; the Philippines; Poland; Romania; Slovakia; Sri Lanka; Ukraine; Uganda; and Vietnam.” [p13] 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“10 Polish Books You Should Be Reading”
http://www.litro.co.uk/2013/06/10-polish-books-you-should-be-reading/ 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
The Litro online magazine has a feature article: “A. M. Bakalar, guest editor of our Poland issue, opens the door for the uninitiated to what’s going on right now in Polish literature.  From a Stanisław Lem classic to stunning new novels and innovative children’s picture books, if you’d like to know more about Polish writing in translation, this is where to start.”
“The forgotten poor: refugees and asylum seekers”
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/editorial/forgotten-poor-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
(Source: PSE: UK 2012 Poverty and Social Exclusion Newsletter, 26 June 2013)

Brief web-piece which sets the scene for:

Written out of the picture: the role of local services in tackling child poverty amongst asylum seekers and refugees.
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/system/files/attachments/NEP001%20Report%20Web%201.pdf
(Source: PSE report, http://www.poverty.ac.uk/editorial/forgotten-poor-refugees-and-asylum-seekers) 

New report from the North East Child Poverty Commission and the Regional Refugee Forum North East.

“Despite there being a good body of evidence relating to the interactions between poverty, ethnicity and migration and an acknowledgement that the support offered to asylum seekers in the UK effectively ‘traps’ them in poverty, the role of local services in tackling poverty amongst refugees and asylum seekers and the issue of poverty amongst individuals once they have been granted leave to remain has not received similar attention from researchers or policy makers. No local authorities in the North East identified poverty amongst refugees or asylum seekers as an issue that required addressing in their local child poverty strategies. This report is an attempt to draw attention to this gap in the evidence base and it aims to highlight areas where future investigation could take place.” [p5]

Pity there’s no mention of the work of libraries (library authorities in the NE were at the heart of Welcome to Your Library).

Forced labour in the UK

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/Forced%20Labour%20in%20the%20UK%20FINAL%20prog%20paper.pdf
JRF have just published this paper which:

· “considers the definition of forced labour, the legal and policy developments around it and the often overstated relationship with human trafficking; 

· looks at the scale and scope of forced labour in the UK, how it is tackled, and the pressures on regulatory and enforcement mechanism designed to help those who are exploited; 

· identifies the need for a unified government strategy to combat forced labour and makes recommendations for national and local government, business and trades unions.” [p1]
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