The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 131, 25 June 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

Youth Literacy and Employability Commission
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/policy/literacy_and_employability_commission
(Source: email from NLT, 14 June 2013)

“Research has found that many UK businesses have serious concerns about the literacy skills of recent school leavers. The Youth Literacy and Employability Commission is a joint venture between the All-Party Parliamentary Parliament Group on Literacy and the National Literacy Trust to gather evidence and make recommendations to Government on what action is required … 

The commission will engage businesses, young people and educationalists to gather evidence. It has four lines of enquiry:

· Do school leavers have literacy skills that will equip them for employment?

· What are the core literacy competencies required to succeed in the job market?

· What are the local and national effects of low levels of literacy in the job market?

· What are the needs of UK business and how can they play a key role in increasing literacy levels in the UK?

We will be holding evidence sessions for invited witnesses in Parliament before the summer recess. Others can provide evidence online by completing our short form. The call for evidence will be open until the end of July 2013.” 

The form is available at: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/policy/literacy_and_employability_commission/submit_evidence. 

Funding & Opportunities

“Arts and Older People in Care”
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-for-funding/arts-and-older-people-care-commissioned-grant/
(Source: Southend Association of Voluntary Services SAVS Information, 14 June 2013)

“A £1 million Arts and older people in care programme has been launched, jointly funded by the Arts Council and The Baring Foundation.

We are seeking proposals from partnerships or consortia led by either residential care providers or arts organisations to deliver a three-year programme providing access to high quality arts experiences for older people in residential care.

The starting point for Arts and older people in care programme is that people continue to be creative as they age but in some circumstances they may need specific support from arts organisations to unlock and develop these talents.

The programme aims to support the Arts Council to deliver our ambitions within goal two of our 10-year strategic framework Achieving great art for everyone: ‘more people experience and are inspired by the arts’.”

Access To Learning Award

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/what-we-do/global-development/global-libraries/access-to-learning-award-atla 

(Source: email from John Lake, ILIG, 17 June 2013)

“The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is currently accepting applications to its 2014 Access to Learning Award (ATLA), which recognizes the innovative efforts of public libraries and similar institutions outside the United States to connect people to information and opportunities through free access to computers and the Internet.”

Closing date: 30 September 2013.

BBC Children in Need Small Grants Programme (UK) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008dk4b/features/cin-grants-small-index 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 10-21 June 2013)

“The BBC Children in Need Small Grants Programme is currently open for applications. Grants of up to £10,000 are available for projects that combat disadvantage and to make a difference to children and young people's lives. Grants are available for projects that help children and young people of 18 years and under experiencing:

· Illness, distress, abuse or neglect 

· Any kind of disability; behavioural or psychological difficulties 

· Living in poverty or situations of deprivation. 

Applications for funding are accepted from not for profit organisations such as registered charities, voluntary organisations, schools, Churches or Community interest groups.” 

The next closing date for applications is 1 September 2013. 
“Files on Film”
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/get-involved/files-on-film.htm
(Source: email from Sara Griffiths, TNA, 25 June 2013)

“The National Archives is inviting aspiring filmmakers to put our ‘Files on film’ by entering our short film competition. 

The competition, supported by the Friends of The National Archives, is aiming to encourage filmmakers to use our diverse collection of documents and pictures as the inspiration for an original feature.  

Ten documents from the archives, ranging from the floor plan of a 19th century lunatic asylum to a West Indian view of life in post-war Britain, have been put online and entrants will need to use one or more of them as the starting point for a three-minute short film. It could be a character, a line, or the whole document, it is up to you to decide. 
For full details of how to enter, terms and conditions and to view the documents, take a look at the competition page: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/filesonfilm
Entries close on 24 September 2013 and the winner will be chosen by a panel of judges including Oliver Morley, Chief Executive of The National Archives and BAFTA award-winning filmmaker David Katznelson. 

The winning entry will be shown on The National Archives’ website and will receive a cash prize of £450. One runner-up will receive £200.” 

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Southend SeeJobGroup video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCpldR6eZw0
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Video promotion featuring Southend’s SeeJobGroup who hold regular job groups sessions at Southend Library. 
For further info, see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/library_pilot_feedback_final.pdf. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Youth social exclusion and lessons from youth work: evidence from literature and surveys
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/youth/tools/documents/social_exclusion_and_youth_work.pdf
(Source: Clinks Members Policy Briefing, June 2013)
This paper puts a strong case for the importance of youth work – and also has a new, and very useful, working definition of social exclusion.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Jobs getting even harder to find as welfare reform looms”
http://www.jrf.org.uk/austerity-rhondda?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+3rd+June+2013&utm_content=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+3rd+June+2013+CID_450f892b7b3a50145efadb42389d8a0e&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Austerity%20in%20the%20UK%20-%20Spotlight%20on%20the%20Welfare%20Reform 
(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/b 3 June 2013)
JRF article about the effects of poverty of people in the Rhondda Valleys – and the positive impact that Arts Factory (an independent development trust) is having – see: http://www.artsfactory.co.uk/. 
“Child poverty costs UK £29 billion a year”
http://www.cpag.org.uk/content/child-poverty-costs-uk-%C2%A329-billion-year 

(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 7 June 2013)
“The high levels of child poverty in the UK are currently costing the country at least £29 billion a year – or £1,098 per household – according to new research released today by Donald Hirsch of Loughborough University (updating his 2008 study for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation).”
Hidden from view: the experiences of young carers in England

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/tcs/report_hidden-from-view_young-carers_final.pdf
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

“This important study draws on government commissioned data on over 15,000 pupils aged 13 and 14. It examines how many of these children had caring responsibilities, the socio-economic characteristics of their families, young carers' educational attainment, and their chances of being in training or paid work.” [p3]

The BBC also picked up on this report, and widened the story – see: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-22529237. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Alzheimer’s and dementia - your questions answered

https://alzheimersresearchuk.form-fill.com/downloadguide.html 

Alzheimer’s Research UK have produced this free guide – you need to supply your details online to request your free copy. 

In place of fear: narrowing health inequalities
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_05_Think_piece_-_In_Place_of_Fear_%28Danny_Dorling%29.pdf
In this new “Think Piece”, Danny Dorling looks at growing inequalities in health:

“This paper shows that the 1930s were the last time the population of Britain was as polarised in terms of their health as we are today. Falling life expectancy is being recorded again. First highlighted in Glasgow, it could soon be more widespread as mortality counts during 2012 and 2013 have been rising. Other than when we were at war, the last time actual rises in mortality were reported in Britain was during the depression of the 1930s.”
To support this, Danny Dorling has also written a blog-piece: http://www.classonline.org.uk/blog/item/in-place-of-fear-its-time-to-tackle-alarming-health-inequalities. 

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
The keys to life – improving quality of life for people with learning disabilities
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424389.pdf 
The new learning disability strategy for Scotland, which follows on from, and builds on the principles and successes of The same as you?, the original review of service for people with a learning disability, published in 2000.

“The emphasis on this 10-year strategy is health. There are over 50 recommendations, the majority of which are aimed at health. One is solely for local authorities and rest involve varying degrees of participation working with other agencies.”

There is also an Easy Read version available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424500.pdf. 
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Peter Bates: Linking disabled people, researchers and communities”
http://www.peterbates.org.uk/ 
Peter Bates, whose work with the National Development Team for Inclusion you may have come across (see: http://www.ndti.org.uk/about-ndti/), has now started to draw together an archive of resources that he has developed whilst working in human services – in probation, the employment service, social services, the NHS, audit and consultancy. There is a section on “Linking disabled people and communities”, see: http://peterbates.org.uk/mypage.asp?page=31. 
“Learning together: supporting inclusion of disabled children”

http://www.scope.org.uk/home/learning-together?utm_campaign=early_years_learning_together_toolkit&utm_source=2nd_link_in_email&utm_medium=email
(Source: email from Scope, 17 June 2013)

“Learning together is a free, new online guide for parents, teachers, special educational needs (SEN) coordinators and early years professionals.

It’s been developed by Scope to support inclusion of disabled children and children with SEN in mainstream schools and early years settings. 

It contains information on teaching disabled and SEN pupils at early years foundation stage, P levels 1 to 8, and key stages 1 to 4, across for all national curriculum subjects. It covers the possible impact on a child’s learning with conditions such as autism, physical impairments, visual impairments, dyslexia, hearing and communication difficulties.”

[P levels are performance targets for pupils with special education needs who are working below level 1 of the National Curriculum – see: http://www.senmagazine.co.uk/articles/1178-what-are-p-scales-and-do-we-need-them-philippa-stobbs-investigates] 

Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“[European] Commission maps local authorities striving to include their Roma populations”
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1860&furthe
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 15-26 Apr 2013)  

 “The European Commission has prepared an interactive map of regions, cities and municipalities that are committed to integrate their Roma population and that have joined initiatives to support them to reach this goal.”

The interactive map is at: https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?viz=MAP&q=select+col0+from+1HUfEVyqYZGhutLV1-FOB02O-ENLAihKEHvBTW-k&h=false&lat=53.40516737035196&lng=9.553806450000025&z=5&t=1&l=col0&y=2&tmplt=2. 
Human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and young people in the UK
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201314/jtselect/jtrights/9/9.pdf 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 10-21 June 2013)

The Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) has just published its Report on the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children in the United Kingdom. 

“The Committee concludes that, despite the rights to protection and support owed to those children by the UK under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, immigration concerns are too often given priority. The Report calls for a change in emphasis to put the best interests of such children at the heart of the often complex and stressful asylum and immigration processes affecting them.”
A summary of the recommendations (and links to other info about the JCHR) are at: http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/human-rights-committee/news/publication-of-first-report-human-rights-of-unaccompanied-migrant-children-and-young-people/. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Immigration: Consensus and contention on the left”
http://www.ippr.org/juncture/171/10845/immigration-consensus-and-contention-on-the-left#back11
Taking the recent, controversial book by David Goodhart (The British Dream: Successes and Failures of Post-war Immigration. Atlantic Books, 2013) as a starting-point, Sarah Mulley begins to explore options for the future of migration policy in this interesting article.
Social networks, social capital and refugee integration
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/iris/2013/nuffield-refugees-integration-research-report.pdf
(Source: email from Kevin Harris, 29 Apr 2013)

Report of a piece of research, the aim of which was “to increase understanding about the role of social capital in refugee integration.” [p v]

Amongst its conclusions:

“The analysis of SNR demonstrates that different groups of refugees experience different outcomes with women, Africans and Muslims faring the worse and men from managerial and professional backgrounds faring the best.” [p viii]

The recommendations are useful to us in planning/promoting our own work:

· “Improve refugees’ access to good quality language training

· Encourage all initiatives that enable network development

· Support NGOs that work with new refugees

· Support initiatives that increase refugees’ economic activity rates and social mobility

· Actively protect refugees from verbal and physical harassment

· Signpost refugees to financial support to help avoid financial difficulties

· Offer asylum seekers choice of dispersal locations if they have friends or family in close proximity

· Prioritise integration initiatives for women and Muslims

· Promote family reunion” [p viii]

“Emigrating landscapes project: Literary and Artistic perspectives on migration”
http://emigratinglandscapes.org/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“The eMigrating Landscapes Project aims at conceptualizing and presenting various cultural, literary and artistic perspectives on emigration, migration and displacement border crossings. It is also the online platform for seminars on Contemporary Emigration and its Literary and Artistic Representations.”
Information pack for refugees

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/0002/8152/Information_pack_for_refugees_June_2013.pdf
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 10-21 June 2013)
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