The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 129, 29 May 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

Bookseller Industry Awards
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/random-house-and-foyles-triumph-bookseller-industry-awards.html 
Congratulations to join library winners, Devon and Dundee: “Judges praised Devon libraries for the huge range of services it offered beyond books and managing to shrug off budget cuts to increase visitor numbers and loan figures. Dundee Library services launched an impressive digital participation programme.”
Funding & Opportunities

British Awards for Storytelling Excellence
http://www.storyawards.org.uk/ 
(Source: email from Christine Fitt, BASE Libraries Coordinator, via ylg-list@jiscmail.ac.uk) 
“… A new category has been added to the list for 2013; that of ‘Outstanding Library Service’. “A Library Service that has actively promoted, encouraged and championed the art and enjoyment of oral storytelling among its workforce, in its libraries and/or within its local community (adults and children).”

Could this be your Library Service…? Do you have staff who enjoy and encourage the traditional art of oral storytelling? Do you organise or host storytelling clubs/events/activities for adults and/or children? Do you work with local schools/community groups on oral storytelling projects? In short, does your Library Service go that essential extra mile to somehow keep alive the flame of traditional storytelling? 

If so, shout about it! Let the nation know what great things you are doing and nominate your Service for this national award (for this category a Library Service is allowed to nominate itself, figuratively speaking!). Or, better still, get one of your customers or project partners to nominate you. However, with the nomination please include as much ‘evidence’ as possible – such as supporting statement, photographs, publicity material, evaluation, media reports etc etc. This is vital and will make the judges’ task so much more straightforward & enjoyable.”
Nomination info & electronic form can be found on the BASE website (above) Deadline for nominations is 1 August 2013, and the category winners will be announced on Saturday 12 October 2013.
“CrowdingIn: crowdfunding in the UK”
http://www.crowdingin.com/ 

(Source: NCVO Funding Central Newsletter, 29 May 2013)

New website developed by NESTA: “To help you find the platform most suited to your financing needs, this directory lists information on those platforms currently open to fundraising from individuals and businesses in the UK.”
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Child and working-age poverty in Northern Ireland from 2010 to 2020
http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/r78.pdf 

(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 10 May 2013)

 “This report presents projections of relative and absolute income poverty among children and working-age adults in every year to 2016–17, and in 2020–21. The aim is to estimate the implications for household incomes – and hence, income poverty – of what we know about tax and benefit policy and current forecasts for the macroeconomy. As well as updating previous [Institute for Fiscal Studies] projections of household incomes and poverty at the UK level, it extends this analysis by showing projections for Northern Ireland (and, in an appendix, for England and Wales, and for Scotland).” [p1] 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Austerity has hardened the nation’s heart”
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/austerity-has-hardened-the-nations-heart-8622568.html?origin=internalSearch
In this useful article, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown cites two important church reports:

The lies we tell ourselves
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Truth-And-Lies-Report-smaller.pdf
 “…today many churchgoers and members of the general public alike have come to believe that the key factors driving poverty in the UK are the personal failings of the poor – especially ‘idleness’. How did this come about?” (From executive summary)
Critical report from the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, the Church of Scotland and the United Reformed Church, which looks at the current myths about poverty.
The blame game must stop: challenging the stigmatisation of people experiencing poverty
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/stigma/report/blamegamereport
Report from Church Action on Poverty, which also challenges some of the current myths:

“The most vulnerable people in our society are increasingly being used as scapegoats, and blamed for economic problems which are not of their making. I welcome this report from Church Action on Poverty, which looks at the facts and tells the real stories of people struggling to get by, shattering the myths and distortions which are becoming too common in public debates.” (Foreword)
“The Roma and Open Society”
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/explainers/roma-and-open-society?utm_source=europe_B&utm_medium=email&utm_content=image_link&utm_campaign=europe_B_052113
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 13-24 May 2013) 

Background info on the Roma, including resources about Roma identity and the challenges faced by in Europe.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“The council's role in tackling public health issues – resources for local authorities”
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/health/-/journal_content/56/10171/3812016/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE 
(Source: email from the LGA Community Wellbeing Team, 24 May 2013)

“The LGA has published a number of resources to help local authorities understand how they can tackle key public health issues like teenage pregnancy, obesity, mental health, drugs and alcohol. Each briefing focuses on issues affecting children, young people as well as adults and contains case study examples and ideas for success.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Cataracts and dementia
http://www.vision2020uk.org.uk/library.asp?libraryID=3417&section= 
(Source: STV Bulletin 137, 17 May 2013)
New factsheet from Vision2020, with basic facts for sufferers of these conditions, their carers and professionals who support them.
Migration issues – News 
HACT is recruiting Housing Providers and UK-based refugees for volunteer work placements in the housing sector.
www.hact.org.uk/reach-in-for-refugees 
(Source: email from Gilles Herail, HACT)

“Online and written applications are now being accepted for Reach In Volunteers. Recruitment is aimed at refugees looking for volunteer work positions in the housing sector in London, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool and Newcastle. Placements will start in August for 3 to 6 months.
More about Reach In: Reach In helps refugees and asylum seekers with the right to work in the UK improve their skills and employability - by gaining vital experience within the housing sector. The programme also offers all participants an opportunity to attain a Level 2 Certificate in Housing Practice in partnership with the Chartered Institute of Housing.

What next? Anyone interested in applying or that has any further questions about Reach In can contact marcelle.dopwell@hact.org.uk or call 020 7250 8505.”
 

“Five migrant social enterprises win over £40k of business support”
http://youngfoundation.org/?press_releases=five-migrant-social-enterprises-win-over-40k-of-business-support 
(Source: email from The Young Foundation, 23 May 2013)

Press release: “The five organisations sharing the £40,000 worth of support include a boxing academy that focusses on tackling anti-social behaviour in Nottingham and a low cost tutoring service in London bringing together university students from low-income backgrounds and primary school children in need of tutoring.”
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