The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 99, 5 March 2012     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

Transforming children’s futures …
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/transforming-childrens-futures/
(Source: NCB 4 Nations Child Policy E-brief) 

The National Museum Wales/Amgueddfa Cymru is consulting on its strategy for supporting participation in cultural activities for children, young people and families in poverty 2012-2015.

Deadline for responses: 20 March 2012. 

Enquiry answered
E-books and audio-books in non-European languages
In the Ebulletin 1 February, I included the following enquiry from the Danish State & University Library:

What I would like to know is, if you know of any distributors/publishers that offers e-books and audio-books in non European languages – and maybe of any English library offering this service to their users? We are primarily interested in fiction books as well as books about every day issues such as: health, beauty, cooking, raising children and so forth. 

The languages that we are interested in finding e- and audio-books in are the ones that most Danish immigrants speak – being the following:

Arabic, Turkish, Persian (Farsi), Urdu/Hindi/Panjabi and Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, Polish, Russian, Somali, Tamil, Vietnamese, Chinese, Afghani (Dari/ Pashto), Albanian, Thai and Kurdish.

Many thanks to those of you who replied with the following suggestions for audio-books:

The Book Centre Bradford, West Yorkshire

Web: http://www.bookcentre.co.uk/
Tel: 01274 727864

 

Star Books, 55 Warren Street, London W1T 5NW
Web: www.starbooksuk.com
Email: starbooksuk@aol.com  
Tel: 020 7380 0622

Amazon:
www.amazon.ca/indic-languages
Books Asia

Web: http://booksasia.co.uk/

In addition: Bright Books

My contact says "they may be able to advise, they are very knowledgeable and helpful regarding foreign language material" (and I have had the same experience of them!

Web: www.brightbooks.co.uk 

Tel: 01706 641617  

 

Funding & Opportunities

Open your doors for Spring Online with Silver Surfers’ Day

23-27 April 2012 

www.springonline.org
(Source: email from Julia Shipston, Digital Unite)

“Spring Online with Silver Surfers’ Day 2012 takes place earlier this year, from April 23-27.

Last year more than 2,500 organisations opened their doors – from living rooms to libraries - to give older and less confident users a taste of the internet.

It was a huge success – Iain Duncan Smith, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, hosted the Best Event Awards and the campaign collected the prestigious Nominet Internet Award for Building a Networked Nation.

Register your Spring Online event at the website above.
Digital Unite will support you all the way with publicity materials, tips and learning guides. And your event will be included on a searchable map and database so people know where to find it. 

Spring Online is one of the biggest campaigns each year to give older people and less confident users a taste of computers and the internet. It’s been going for 11 years and has helped more than 150,000 people get more out of life online.” 

The Siobhan Dowd Trust
http://www.siobhandowdtrust.com/about-the-trust/ 
(Source: “Nosy Crow, http://nosycrow.com/blog/do-you-have-an-idea-for-a-way-to-encourage-disadvantaged-children-to-read-the-siobhan-dowd-trust-might-provide-funding, via Anne Harding)
The Trust exists to:
· “Take stories to children and young people without stories;

· Bring the joy of reading and books to children and young people deprived of access to books and of the opportunity to read;

· Fund and support disadvantaged young readers where there is no funding or support. In accordance with Siobhan’s wishes, our funding process is very open, flexible, and we hope, simple.”

More info about applying at above weblink. 

Creative People and Places Fund
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-for-funding/strategic-funding/commissioned-grants/creative-people-and-places-fund/ 
(Source: Arts Alliance Ebulletin, March 2012)

Just in case you haven’t seen this new funding stream from the Arts Council: “The Creative people and places fund will focus our investment in parts of the country where people’s involvement in the arts is significantly below the national average, with the aim of increasing the likelihood of participation.

We will invest in a small number of places of greatest need to establish action research projects called Creative people and places.”

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
PHF museums and galleries community engagement project

http://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/22021012-phf-announces-final-two-community-engagement-partners
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the nine organisations to take part in the PHF-funded project have been named as: Belfast Exposed; Museums Glasgow; Bristol Museums, Galleries and Archives; Hackney Museum, London; The Lightbox, Woking; the Museum of East Anglian Life, Stowmarket; Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales; Ryedale Folk Museum, North Yorkshire; and Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Rough Sleeping Statistics England – Autumn 2011
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/2093657.pdf
These are the figures which you may have seen referred to in the media; they show that the “Autumn 2011 total of rough sleeping counts and estimates in England was 2,181. This is up 413 (23 per cent) from the Autumn 2010 total of 1,768.”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Runnymede Bulletin Winter 2011-2012
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/368-BulletinWinter2011-2012.pdf 
The latest Bulletin is almost entirely devoted to BME older people, including articles on: the future ageing of Britain's Black and minority ethnic population; the Dilnot Review on social care; retirement; older women's human rights; older workers; access to social care; asset-building; BME carers.

“Reading at ARK homeless hostel”

http://thereader.org.uk/2012/02/28/reader-story-ark-homeless-hostel/?utm_source=March+Update&utm_campaign=32c6824aff-Monthly+Update_March+2012&utm_medium=email 

(Source: The Reader Organisation email, 29 Feb)

Very brief outline of what’s involved in running a Get Into Reading group in a hostel for homeless people.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

SHIP – Southend’s Health & Wellbeing Information Point
http://www.southendinfopoint.org/kb5/southendonsea/asch/home.page 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
New service “developed by Southend-on-Sea Borough Council in partnership with health services and Southend Association of Voluntary Services … It provides information about health and social care services in an easy-to-search on-line directory.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Get into Reading as an intervention for common mental health problems: exploring catalysts for change”
http://mh.bmj.com/content/early/2012/02/17/medhum-2011-010083.full.pdf?keytype=ref&ijkey=We2Rs5U5CbqzOyT&utm_source=March+Update&utm_campaign=32c6824aff-Monthly+Update_March+2012&utm_medium=email 
(Source: The Reader Organisation email, 29 Feb)

Following the research study, An investigation into the therapeutic benefits of reading in relation to depression, by the University of Liverpool last year, the findings have now been published – see weblink. 
Migration issues – News 
“£10 million for English language support”
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2097253
DCLG have announced that they are making available up to £10 million in funding to help English language training for speakers of other languages.

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Refugee volunteers needed to plan Refugee Week activities at the V&A!”
http://www.voluntarywork.org.uk/volunteering/display/opportunity/1795420 

(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network Newsletter, 27 Feb)
“This year, the V&A are celebrating Refugee Week with a series of events, talks and tours by refugees and museum curators celebrating the contribution of refugees to British culture. And the Volunteer Centre is working with the museum to recruit volunteers to help organise and run activities! 

There will be gallery tours led by refugee Guides who will use objects to tell people their own personal stories, and we're looking for volunteers from a refugee background (including second generation) to get involved …”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Seeking support …
http://www.seekingsupport.co.uk/images/pdfs/seek_supp.pdf 
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 17 Feb)

“This is a guide to the rights and entitlements of separated children in England, and provides advice to professionals on how to support children and young people in accessing those entitlements. Separated children are children under 18 years of age who are outside their country of origin and separated from both parents or their legal/customary primary care-giver …”
‘I don’t feel human’ – experiences of destitution among young refugees and migrants

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/tcs/research_docs/thechildrenssociety_idontfeelhuman_final.pdf 

(Source: email via refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

This new report “reveals alarming levels of destitution among refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant children and young people … A rising number of children who have nowhere to live – and no source of financial support – are turning to The Children’s Society for help. Between April and September 2011, more than a third (34 percent) of young refugees supported by The Children’s Society's New Londoners project were destitute – compared with 14 percent in the previous year (2009-10).” (Taken from press release, http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-views/press-release/report-shocking-destitution-among-asylum-seeking-and-migrant-children) 

Survey of migrants in the UK

http://freeonlinesurveys.com/v1/rendersurvey.asp?sid=mr84poasi126byp1000392
(Source: email from Sarah Wickert, MRC)

“The Migrants Resource Centre in conjunction with the Low Income Tax Reform Group is carrying out a survey for all migrants in the UK in order to improve advice and services regarding tax rights and responsibilities. The survey is available online, is completely anonymous, and covers questions relating to current knowledge of tax and benefits, where further information is needed as well as questions around IT skills. The results will help us to deliver better tax advice and will potentially lead to the development of a phone application aimed at migrants.”
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