The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 98, 14 February 2012     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Multilingual “Welcome” posters
(Source: email from John Thompson)

John designs “Welcome” posters, and is happy to provide them ‘custom-built’ for your organisation, free-of-charge; it would be despatched as a pdf as not all users would have the range of fonts that he has (unless correspondents specifically request it in Word format). You can see an example at: http://www.seapn.org.uk/innovation.asp?page_id=90&blog_id=2&entry_id=634&page=1.
If you would like to discuss this with John, please email him at: jsthompson2001@hotmail.com. 

Adult Learners’ Week 12-18 May 2012 
http://www.niace.org.uk/campaigns-events
(Source: email from Jo Ward, Stockport)
Why not get involved?! “Hold a learning event to promote learning or celebrate your learner achievements in order to: 

· Highlight the difference that all kinds of learning makes to adults’ lives, as well as your organisation’s commitment to learning 

· Increase awareness of what you do and why 

· Build learners’ confidence and encourage others to transform their lives through learning 

· Raise your organisations profile through the media generated during Adult Learners’ Week 

· Experience the benefits of using a national on-line events calendar.”

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Opening up a new world …
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/media/uploads/pdf/OpeningUpANewWorldFullReport.pdf
Arts Council England have just published this summary report: “This project has examined how the access and support available at the local library could be extended through partnerships and collaborative working to include elderly, housebound people in their own homes.” [p4]

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Serving deprived communities in a recession

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/communities-recession-services-full.pdf
Important new report from JRF, which “… explores how budget cuts will affect the capacity of local government to meet the needs of more deprived households and communities.” [p1]

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Child neglect in 2011
http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media/2760817/childneglectin2011.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 27 Jan)

“This report sets out the findings of the first annual review undertaken by Action for Children and the University of Stirling with the aim of establishing a baseline of the current situation for neglected children across the UK.”
Cities outlook 2012 
http://www.centreforcities.org/cities-outlook-2012-tips-the-cities-that-will-offer-the-silver-lining-to-the-gloomy-national-economic-forecast.html
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 27 Jan)

Summary of and articles about this new ‘health check’ of UK cities – the full report can be downloaded from: http://www.centreforcities.org/assets/files/2012/Cities_Outlook_2012.pdf.  

Young people who are not in education, employment or training
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/login/1113409/
This article in Children & Young People Now starts by highlighting the current figures:

“There are now almost 450,000 so-called Neets aged between 16 and 18, not to mention a further 700,000 aged between 19 and 24.”

Service children – a guide for education and welfare professionals
http://isbndb.com/d/book/service_children.html
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 24 Jan-6 Feb)

New title which looks at the impacts on families of being Service families – the C&YP Now reviewer says: “This is an extremely useful resource for anyone working with young people or families with a service background …”.

NB Charged-for publication.

Multiple risk factors in young children’s development

http://www.cls.ioe.ac.uk/news.aspx?itemid=1661&itemTitle=More+than+one+in+four+UK+children+facing+multiple++risks+to+development%2c+study+finds&sitesectionid=905&sitesectiontitle=Press+Releases
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 8 Feb 2012)

New working paper published by the Centre for Longitudinal Studies, which shows that more than one in four UK children are facing multiple risks to development. 

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

“Is inequality the new exclusion?”

http://neighbourhoods.typepad.com/neighbourhoods/2012/02/inequality-new-exclusion.html 

(Source: email from Kevin Harris)

Interesting brief blog-post from Kevin Harris, which suggests that ‘social exclusion’ is being replaced by ‘social inequality’ as a key political issue.
Future insecure …
http://d19ylpo4aovc7m.cloudfront.net/fileadmin/howard_league/user/pdf/Publications/Future_Insecure.pdf
New report from the Howard League for Penal Reform about secure children's homes – also includes a wealth of info about the different types of secure provision and the background of young people who offend.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The Public Health Outcomes Framework for England, 2013-2016 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_132362.pdf 

(Source: STV Bulletin 106)

This is a summary of the newly-published health framework which focuses on two high-level outcomes:

· increased healthy life expectancy

· reduced differences in life expectancy and healthy life expectancy between communities.
The full documents are available at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132358. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Culture and Wellbeing – using the arts to improve the nation’s health”
http://www.cultureandwellbeing.org.uk/
This is the “new national resource for creativity and health. It is designed to act as a signpost to help you to find individuals and organisations which are using the arts to influence health, the research and guidelines which support this work and other sources of information about all aspects of arts, creativity and wellbeing.”

Rethink Siblings Network
http://www.rethink.org/siblings/brothers_and_sisters/index.html
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

 “Rethink Mental Illness' siblings network is an information and support network for anyone whose brother or sister has experienced, or is living with, mental illness.”
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
“Preparing for Adulthood”
http://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/ 
(Source: NCB Members’ Newsletter, Feb 2012)

In March 2011 the government published the Support and aspiration Green Paper* which sets out proposals to reform the system of support for young people with SEN and disabilities and their families. DfE has now funded a programme of work to explore the proposals – and “Preparing for Adulthood” is one of these programmes.
As part of their work, PFA are creating and drawing together resources – see: http://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/resources. 

*Support and aspiration: a new approach to special educational needs and disability – a consultation:

https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/CM%208027 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Informator Polski 2011 /2012 (12th Edition) 

www.zpwb.org.uk
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“This free printed A5 directory gives details of businesses and not- for-profit organisations that are of interest to Polish communities living in Great Britain. Included are national listings of libraries, churches, social and veterans groups, care homes, media organisations, cultural agencies and Polish schools. Also included in this edition is a short history about the Poles in London and other parts of the country. The directory is written in Polish, but gives section headings and contains an index in English.”

Copies can be obtained free from: Barbara Zagrodniczek, Office Manager, Federation of the Poles in Great Britain, ZPWB (Zjednoczenie Polskie W Wielkiej Brytanii), 

240 King Street, London W6 0RF  

Tel: 020 8741 1606 

Email : office@zpwb.org.uk. 

How to live in Great Britain (5th edition).
Also available from ZPWB is this “free A5 guide, written in Polish and containing information about accommodation, transport, law, finance, health care, benefits, education, free advice and important contacts, homelessness, Polish and British media, a simple dictionary/ phrase section and lots more.”

“Lies, damned lies and racism”
http://www.irr.org.uk/2012/february/ha000011.html 
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 10 Feb)
Important article which analyses the debate over immigration statistics (which has intensified since January), looks at the political spin involved and the role that media commentators and think-tanks have played.
European Roma Rights Centre

http://www.errc.org/about-us-overview
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation working to combat anti-Romani racism and human rights abuse of Roma through strategic litigation, research and policy development, advocacy and human rights education.”

Incidentally, 8 April is International Roma Day (see, for example: http://hmd.org.uk/genocides/dates-to-remember/international-roma-day) – are you organising any events to mark this?

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“£230,000 grants for library projects”

http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/8849.aspx
Arts Council England and the Local Government Association have just announced funding for library projects across the country: “A total of £230,000 will be awarded to the 13 projects, which are designed to test new approaches to library service delivery, looking at ways libraries can work together with arts and other cultural organisations.”
This Libraries Development Initiative builds on the Future Libraries Programme.

The full list of projects can be downloaded from: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-for-funding/libraries-development-initiative/. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
The development of UK government policy on citizens' access to public sector information
(Source: emails from Barbara Buckley Owen & John Dolan)
For her Doctoral thesis, Barbara Buckley Owen researched “the development of United Kingdom government policy on citizens’ access to public sector information (PSI) from 1996 to 2010.”

The main findings were: “… lack of co-ordination of information policy across government; new skills required within government to provide information in the Web 2.0 environment; uneven progress in the development of citizen-centric services; lack of information literacy policy; and low involvement of the information profession in driving forward the developments in the provision of PSI. A major gap identified was the lack of co-ordinated evaluation of information policy in general, and of the provision of PSI in particular.”

The thesis abstract is available at: https://dspace.lboro.ac.uk/dspace-jspui/handle/2134/8312, and the full thesis at: https://dspace.lboro.ac.uk/dspace-jspui/bitstream/2134/8312/1/B%20Buckley%20Owen%20PhD%20Thesis%20.pdf. 
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