The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 95, 10 January 2012      
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Enquiry
Research into Roma, Gypsy, Traveller museum and archive collections in the UK
(Source: email from Kate Stuart and Jen Coates, Roma Routes)

“We are beginning to make a list of Gypsy, Roma, Traveller collections and items in UK museums or archives. The aim of this project is to make it easier for people to find Gypsy, Roma, Traveller materials by making the list available and by publishing it on the Roma Routes website www.romaroutes.eu. 


If you have relevant collections or items we would be grateful if you could fill in the attached form [I’ve copied and attached the form to this Ebulletin]. 

This work is part of the EU funded Roma Routes project which promotes Roma heritage and culture, and involves heritage organisations and Roma representatives from Germany, Greece, Slovenia, Romania and the UK.”
Funding & Opportunities

“Ending Gang and Youth Violence: Provisional Funding Allocations”
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/provisional-funding-allocations?view=Binary
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 16 Dec)

The Home Office has just announced the 22 areas that have been prioritised for funding. They are:

Birmingham, Brent, Croydon, Ealing, Enfield, Greenwich, Hackney, Haringey, Islington, Lambeth, Lewisham, Liverpool, Manchester, Newham, Salford, Sandwell, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, Waltham Forest, Wandsworth, Westminster, Wolverhampton.

There may be opportunities for our services to get involved in some of the preventative work.

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Six Book Challenge – case studies
http://www.sixbookchallenge.org.uk/support/case-studies/libraries-develop-new-models-1/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Brief outline of three models for operating the Challenge – Intensive, Standard, and ‘Lite’. Also links to public library case studies.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Homelessness help
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?msid=214017557671758190387.0004b40fe0400ff39fe13&msa=0
DCLG have just published a map with a list of contact details for homelessness outreach organisations across England.
Tackling troubled families

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2052313
This is the press release which describes the initiatives developed to tackle “120,000 of some of the country's most troubled families”. 

Race, religion and equalities: a report on the 2009–10 citizenship survey

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/2056245.pdf 

“Using 2009-10 Citizenship Survey data, this report provides an in-depth examination of Race, Religion and Equalities. It charts key measures such as religious affiliation and practice, views on religious and racial prejudice, harassment due to race or religion, levels of discrimination by public services, and levels of workplace discrimination.”
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Social exclusion among shift workers and older people”
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-and-events/press-releases/18933/social-exclusion-among-shift-workers-and-older-people.aspx
Link to a press release which includes a useful summary of recently-published research that shows that some people are more prone to social exclusion because of their working patterns and access to opportunities:

“’Feeling part of society usually involves participating in certain activities such as sports, the arts, volunteering or social networking,’ says Dr Matt Barnes who led the research. ‘Our research shows that older people and those who work unusual hours face particular barriers to participating in such activities.’
The study points out that the Government promotes work as the best route to personal well-being, with worklessness going hand in hand with low income and social exclusion. Yet, Dr Barnes' research shows that working uncommon hours can also have implications for people’s opportunities to engage and feel integrated in society.

Two-thirds of workers work at unusual times. Although shops and other facilities are beginning to adapt, such workers still find their leisure time constrained by the limited availability of services, as well as other people with whom to spend their free time.”
My story: young people talk about the trauma and violence in their lives
http://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/opus1882/My_Story.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 16 Dec)

New report from the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, which “was compiled through a series of in-depth conversations with young people imprisoned for serious violent acts. It offers an insight into the kind of severe, multiple and prolonged trauma experienced by many who while still children go on to perpetrate violent offences.”
Working with young carers
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Simon has sent info about three useful resources available from NIACE:

· Working with young adult carers: guidance for Connexions personal advisors, social workers, carers’ services and school-based staff, http://shop.niace.org.uk/media/catalog/product/f/i/file_3_65.pdf 

· The really useful book of learning and earning for young adult carers, http://shop.niace.org.uk/media/catalog/product/r/u/ruble_ya_carers-web-final2.pdf 
· We are carers and we want to learn [Easy Read], http://shop.niace.org.uk/media/catalog/product/w/e/we_are_carers-web-final.pdf. 
“Community News – Technology for Social Justice”
http://www.communitynews.infoxchange.net.au/ 

(Source: email from Fidelma O’Brien)

“Infoxchange Australia is a not-for-profit community organisation based in Melbourne, Victoria with a mission to create social equality and opportunity by empowering people through access to information technology and enabling the exchange of information and ideas.”
“Growing our Strengths”
http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-services/our-approach/consultancy-services/growing-our-strengths
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

“Action for Children is working in partnership with Action for Prisoners' Families, the Family and Parenting Institute and Family Action in an exciting new project for the voluntary community sector.”
Funded by DfE until March 2013, “this project is just one of a number of new initiatives funded specifically to ensure there is a vibrant market of effective service providers able to work skillfully with vulnerable families.”

There is more about getting involved at: http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-services/our-approach/consultancy-services/growing-our-strengths/growing-our-strengths-brief, and also links to flyers/further info about a series of courses at: http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-services/our-approach/consultancy-services/growing-our-strengths/growing-our-strengths-events. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Reading groups found to help people with dementia”
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/blogs/adult-care-blog/2012/01/reading-groups-found-to-help-people-with-dementia.html 
Good to see recognition of the role of reading (and the work of The Reader organisation) on the Adult Care blog.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Home Office asylum statistics
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/immigration-asylum-research/immigration-brief-q2-2011/asylum 
(Source: thanks to the Refugee Council for highlighting this)
The Refugee Council have noted the changes in countries-of-origin of asylum-seekers:

“World events have an effect on which nationals are applying for asylum at any particular time. In 2010, nationals of Iran made the most asylum applications, accounting for 1,866 applications or 10% of the 17,916 total; in 2009, it was nationals of Zimbabwe who made the most applications (23%), while in the second quarter of 2011, nationals of Pakistan made 11% of applications. Recent political unrest in Libya appears to have led to a substantial increase in asylum applications from Libyan nationals, with 366 applications for asylum in the second quarter of 2011 compared to just 15 in the second quarter of 2010. A similar trend has emerged for applications from nationals of Bahrain, albeit on a much smaller scale.”
The Council also noted: “Applications from nationals of Syria: 129 applications in the third quarter of 2011 compared to 28 in the third quarter of 2010.”

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Transatlantic trends: immigration – 2011 partners
http://trends.gmfus.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/TTImmigration_final_web.pdf 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 290, 19 Dec 2011)

This survey “measures public opinion on immigration and integration issues on both sides of the Atlantic. The countries included in the 2011 version of the survey were the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain.” [p4]
Very useful for giving a broader overview, eg “Majorities in all countries were worried about illegal immigration, with a European average of 67% and concern highest in Italy (80%) and Spain (74%). Worry about legal immigration, however, was low, with only 26% of European respondents expressing worry, and lowest in the United States where only 18% of respondents expressed worry.” [p2]
“Migration in Britain: the truth behind the headlines”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2012/01/migration-britain-truth-behind-headlines?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=3cc20602ee-MRN-Newsletter_3_1_2012&utm_medium=email 

(Source: Migrants’ Rights News, 3 Jan)

Helpful bog-post which goes behind the scaremongering headlines.
Roma Support Group resources
http://www.romasupportgroup.org.uk/resources.html
Just a reminder of the resources available from the RSG:

· Colours of hope: a little book by Roma refugee children for everybody, £6.50

· Be Roma or die tryin’ DVD with class discussion and activity pack, £13.00

· Be Roma or die tryin’ DVD (only), £10.00

· Journey, CD – a collection of 16 traditional Romany  songs performed by young Roma refugees from Poland and Slovakia, £5.00
· The Roma: an introduction to their history and customs – an introductory information pack with DVD, £15.00
“Equality”
http://equality.uk.com/Welcome.html
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

In the last Ebulletin, I included From segregation to inclusion: Roma pupils in the United Kingdom – a pilot research project, http://equality.uk.com/Education_files/From%20segregation%20to%20integration_1.pdf
but did not link to the organisation’s website itself. 

“Equality is a charity that works to uphold and secure the rights of ethnic minority groups in Britain and Europe.  We primarily help Roma who migrated to the UK from the new EU Member States.”
The site outlines the various areas in which Equality works, and also includes a growing range of materials to support work with Roma communities. 
“Become the next Big Idea @ Cities of Migration!”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2012/become-next-big-idea-cities-migration?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=3cc20602ee-MRN-Newsletter_3_1_2012&utm_medium=email 
(Source: Migrants’ Rights News, 3 Jan)

“Cities of Migration wants to know more about what local governments around the world are doing to make immigrant integration a success. How can city services, policies and practices help build inclusive, resilient communities and contribute to a shared urban prosperity?”

Details of how to apply are at the above weblink.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“The Standard’s literacy campaign with Volunteer Reading Help is an inspiration”
http://judehabib.thirdsector.co.uk/2011/12/08/the-standards-literacy-campaign-with-volunteer-reading-help-is-an-inspiration/
Jude Habib’s blog posting on the Third Sector site, looking at the very positive role that the London Evening Standard and VRH have played in tackling literacy in London. 
Roma/ Gypsy/ Traveller research into Roma, Gypsy, Traveller museum and archive collections in the UK

Thank you for helping us with this research. Please complete the following questions.

1. Item or collection name:

2. General collection description (if appropriate):

3. Description of individual object:

(e.g. written documents, object, image – size, condition, date, who made it).

4. Any further information:

5. Is there an image of the item or collection available?

6. Can the image be published on www.romaroutes.eu ?

Thank you for your help. Please email to romaroutes@surreycc.gov.uk. 
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