The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 94, 14 December 2011     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

HLF Grants 2012-2013
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Informationforapplicants2012.aspx 
(Source: email from Louise Ray, TNA)
HLF are making some changes to their grant programme – info at above weblink.

MA in Community Cohesion
(Source: email from ICOCO)

“The Institute of Community Cohesion is re-launching the University of Coventry’s highly regarded series of Postgraduate qualifications for professional and practitioners working on community relations and cohesion starting February 2012. They will be of interest to anyone working or seeking to work in a community-focused organisation or relevant public service sector.” 

Further info from: Mike Hardy, Professor of Intercultural Relations, and 

Executive Director of ICOCO, mike.hardy@coventry.ac.uk. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“At the heart of One Tower Hamlets: understanding human rights in an inner city borough”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2011/heart-one-tower-hamlets-understanding-human-rights-inner-city-borough 
(Source: Migrants’ Rights News, 5 Dec)

In this short article, Michael Keating (Head of One Tower Hamlets) “reflects on how an understanding of human rights of diverse communities, migrants and refugees is at the heart of delivering excellent public services.”
Choosing to volunteer
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/choosing-volunteer 
New from Ofsted is this survey of what works best in engaging young people in volunteering within schools, colleges and in the community, including young people who are disadvantaged and/or vulnerable.

There is a good summary in the press release at: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/volunteering-can-be-beneficial-most-vulnerable-youngsters. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

What prospects for mobility in the UK? A cross-national study of educational inequalities and their implications for future education and earnings mobility
http://www.suttontrust.com/public/documents/1sutton-trust-crita-summary-23-11-11.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 2 Dec)

“This summary presents the key findings from the latest and most comprehensive multi-country study of educational inequalities and their implications for education and economic mobility. The study compares data from the UK and nine other countries.” [p2]

This report includes valuable evidence of the importance of, for example, early years work.

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2011
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-social-exclusion-assessment-full.pdf
Latest update from JRF: “The main conclusion is that in two key respects, the Coalition is repeating Labour’s mistakes with adverse consequences both for people experiencing poverty and for the climate of political and public opinion that makes action on poverty possible.” [p4]

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
There is also an interesting piece on The Guardian website, which argues that poverty is about more than just money – see: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/dec/06/poverty-income-oecd-family-breakdown. 
Divided we stand: why inequality keeps rising

http://www.oecd.org/document/51/0,3746,en_2649_33933_49147827_1_1_1_1,00.html
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 9 Dec)

New report from OECD. The report itself is available via subscription (although it can be browsed for free) – the webpage also has a range of other info available, including a free pdf: An overview of growing income inequalities in OECD countries: main findings
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/40/12/49170449.pdf.  
Truancy survey: executive summary
http://www.rathboneuk.org/downloads/Rathbone%20Truancy%20Survey%20-%20December%202011.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 9 Dec)

Rathbone have just published this survey in which they questioned just under 500 persistent truants. 

“Those questioned attended Rathbone training centres and were completing apprenticeship, pre-apprenticeship, foundation learning and pre-16 training courses. Rathbone’s cohort of learners includes young people experiencing significant disadvantage. Some of the issues they have faced are learning difficulties, bullying and chaotic family backgrounds. Those on pre-16 programmes have either been excluded or are on the verge of exclusion from school.”
State of Children’s Rights in England 2011 
http://www.crae.org.uk/assets/files/CRAE%20State%20of%20childrens%20rights%20Dec%202011.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 9 Dec)

New review of government action on United Nations recommendations on strengthening children’s rights in the UK by the Children’s Rights Alliance for England – it provides a damning critique of the current position:

“No published strategy to end child homicide and other violence against children; inadequate resources to deal with the devastating impact of rape and sexual assault on children; laws still sanctioning parental punitive violence; poverty’s corrosive effect on children’s well-being and life chances, withdrawal of social housing as a state sanction; schools not being required to listen to children or involve them in decisions about their own education; Gypsy, Traveller and Roma children enduring the highest rate of exclusion from school; the separation of siblings in care; unequal access to mainstream education for disabled children; excessive criminalisation; incarcerating children in unsafe and brutalising prisons; allowing prison staff to deliberately hurt children; and relying on the recruitment of disadvantaged children to maintain our armed forces …”

The report also has a table, “Children’s wrongs in numbers”, which includes stats that you may find useful to support your work.
Strategies to re-engage young people not in education, employment or training: a rapid review
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/youth/files/youth-rapid-review-reengage-young-people-not-in-education-employment-or-training.pdf?dm_i=7SL,MVX0,12Q3JN,1UP2T,1 

(Source: C4EO Newsletter, Dec 2011)

Very useful brief review by C4EO, which, for example, emphasises the importance of info, advice and guidance. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

The National Alliance for Arts, Health and Wellbeing
http://www.lahf.org.uk/national-alliance-arts-health-and-wellbeing-%E2%80%93-charter-arts-and-health
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Over the past year, regional organisations from across the country have been working together to establish a new National Alliance for arts, health and wellbeing. As part of this process, a series of events are taking place across England to develop a Charter that will set out the mutual values for those working in arts, health and wellbeing and embody the founding principles for a National Alliance.”

The above weblink focuses on the SE, but also includes brief info about activities in the other regions. 
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Winners of the UK Jodi Awards 2011
http://www.jodimattestrust.org.uk/blog?item=32
The 2011 winners are:

· Reading Sight by Share the Vision – see: http://readingsight.org.uk/ 

· Inclusive Communication Essex by Essex County Council Libraries – see: http://www.essexice.co.uk/ 

· RNIB PenFriend at MShed by Bristol Museums Galleries and Archives – see: http://mshed.org/about-us/press-office/successful-audio-interpretation-project-to-be-rolled-out-at-m-shed/ 

· Touch Pods by Access to Heritage, Mencap Liverpool – see: http://www.mencapliverpool.org.uk/accesstoheritage/ 

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Autism training resources
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/12/autism-training-resources/ 
The DH has “funded a series of on-line training resources and booklets to increase awareness, and understanding of autism across all public services.” 
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Touch screen devices and disabled children”
http://www.scope.org.uk/news/blogs/scope-inclusion/touch-screen-devices-and-special-needs?utm_campaign=E-Update+-+Dec+2011+-+early+years&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email 
(Source: email from Scope)
Brief piece on the Scope blog, outlining the potential of touch screen devices.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

World Migration Report 2011: communicating effectively about migration
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/media/news-releases/newsArticleEU/cache/offonce?entryId=30986 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 12 Dec)

Latest report from the International Organisation for Migration, which calls for clearer communication about migration, with more migrants’ voices being heard. The weblink above leads to the IOM site where there is a brief summary and links to the full and executive summary versions of the report. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
From segregation to inclusion: Roma pupils in the United Kingdom – a pilot research project
http://equality.uk.com/Education_files/From%20segregation%20to%20integration_1.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 288, 5 Dec 2011)

“This pilot research study is the first of its kind to explore the experience of Czech and Slovak Roma pupils of attending special or de facto segregated (Roma-only) schools in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, while comparing that to their experience of attending primary or secondary mainstream education in the UK.” [p9]

Advice and support provision for migrants in London: a view from the field
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/publications/MRN_Advice-Support-Provision-Migrants-London_October-2011.pdf
(Source: Migrants’ Rights News, 5 Dec)
“A new MRN briefing provides a picture of shifts in the provision of advice and support for migrants in London. Provision has been affected by cuts to funding but the effects have been unequally spread. Some areas of London are relatively well provided while others show big gaps. Legal aid proposals which have been postponed for six months could have a big effect in the future.”
“Students – Studying in the UK”
http://www.myukinfo.com/en/my-status/student 
(Source: email from MyUKinfo)
New resource on the MyUKinfo website: “If you are thinking of studying in the UK, the following pages and resources will help you find out more information on courses, qualifications, institutions, English requirements, visas, travel and life after graduation.”

“Protecting refugees: 60 years and beyond”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h62xaiQmqkE&dm_i=I6P,MV4Y,31JHQG,1UMUM,1 
(Source: email from the Refugee Council)

To mark Human Rights Day (10 December 2011), the Refugee Council has made a short film to celebrate the protection of refugees in the UK over the last 60 years.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Lifetime neighbourhoods
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/2044122.pdf 
Just in case you haven’t come across the concept of ‘Lifetime Neighbourhoods’ (no, me neither!), this new report from DCLG looks at what is needed to make up a neighbourhood in which people feel settled and involved – summed up as:

“A key role for practitioners is in facilitating a consideration of the responses necessary within neighbourhoods to address the long term implications of a growing older population. Planning for neighbourhood change might revolve around engagement with residents over individual services or more holistic, place based design of neighbourhoods and services. More fundamentally, practitioners have an important role in resident empowerment, and also in providing information about projected population change within neighbourhoods to assist residents in thinking about how neighbourhoods and service delivery may need to be configured into the future.” [p12]
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Evidence of a growing East-West divide in the UK
http://www.peoplemanagement.co.uk/pm/articles/2011/12/uk-labour-market-sees-east-west-divide.htm
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“The UK’s troubled labour market is showing a new ‘east-west divide’ with the east of the country more optimistic than those in the west, research has found.”
The gift of reading in 2011: children and young people’s access to books and attitudes towards reading
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/1303/The_Gift_of_Reading_in_2011.pdf
Just in case you haven’t seen the report itself, this is what generated the huge media coverage. As the report says:
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