The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 93, 2 December 2011     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

CRONEM 8th Annual Conference: The Future of Multiculturalism: Structures, Integration Policies and Practices – call for papers
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/cronem/newsandevents/conferences/cronem_annual_conference_2012.htm
(Source: email from Diversity in Heritage Group)

“The conference seeks to provide an opportunity for interdisciplinary debate on:

· the different forms of multiculturalism identifiable in Europe and beyond; 

· critiques of multiculturalism; 

· alternative policy approaches – including intercultural dialogue – for the management of cultural diversity issues;

· the intertwining of security and securitisation issues and the debate on multiculturalism;

· sources of radicalisation, political violence and terrorism;

· the relationship between multiculturalism, social exclusion, democratic citizenship and political participation;

· the impact of international policy networks on national “integration” policies;

· comparative perspectives on states’ experiences of multiculturalism;

· political challenges to multiculturalism, migrant communities and intercultural dialogue;

· responses to migration: legal, economic and political;

· current migration trends and policy approaches”
The closing date for abstracts is 1 February 2012. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Shortlist for the LiteracyActionNet Awards 2011 
http://www.lemosandcrane.co.uk/lemos&crane/index.php?id=213555&emailid=1:63:1 
Among those shortlisted are:

· Kingston Libraries: Letterbook Adventure, a literacy project for looked-after children in Kingston upon Thames
· Kent Libraries and Archives: Passport to the Library [Kent, of course, won the Libraries Change Lives Award with their work, “Making a difference – opportunities for adults with learning disabilities”]
· The Reading Agency: MyVoice – “MyVoice is a young person led, national programme developed by the Reading Agency to inspire vulnerable 11-19 year olds to take pleasure in reading and improve literacy.”

· Westminster City Council & voluntary sector partners: Literacy strategy for Westminster rough sleepers

· Westminster Libraries: English speaking classes at Westminster Libraries.
(You need to register on the website to see the full details.)
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Early Years Foundation Stage: “Disadvantaged children continue to fall behind in their development”
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Childcare_and_Early_Years/article/1107394/disadvantaged-children-continue-fall-behind-development/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
You may have seen this article, referring to a statistical release from DfE.

The report states that “44 per cent of pupils eligible for free school meals (FSM) achieved a good level of development compared with 62 per cent of other pupils (those not eligible for free school meals or unclassified).”

The report itself is available at: http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001044/sfr29-2011.pdf. 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

The triple dividend: thriving lives, costing less, contributing more

http://www.community-links.org/earlyaction/the-triple-dividend/?dm_i=4A0,M5S3,FQO88,1SM7U,1 
This is the first report of the Community Links Early Action Task Force, available to download as a brief summary or full report from the above weblink.

“The Task Force proposes that early action should be a fundamental principle shaping the way in which both government and civil society spend their resources and judge their success. Investing wisely and early in social wellbeing yields a triple dividend – thriving lives, costing less, contributing more.”
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Community cohesion: the views of white working-class communities
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/working-class-views-neighbourhood 
New report from JRF, which looks at White working-class people’s views of community cohesion, and argues the urgent need to reconfigure the meaning of community cohesion (and the way it is implemented) and to make a stronger case for diversity.
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

The Reader Organisation runner-up in Guardian Public Service Awards
http://thereaderonline.co.uk/2011/11/23/tro-comes-runner-up-in-guardian-public-service-awards/
Congratulations to Network members, TRO, on being a runner-up in the “Partnership Working” category for their Reader-in-Residence partnership scheme with Mersey Care NHS Trust, “Mersey Care Reads” [see: http://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/News/Press_Releases/Mersey_care_reads_on_awards_shortlist.aspx].

More info on the Awards at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/publicservicesawards/winners-2011. 
Storybook Dads – Chris Dredger wins award 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/features/feature301111.htm 
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

“An ex-prisoner who turned his life around has won a national award helping offenders behind bars record bedtime stories for their children. 

Chris Dredger scooped Talk Talk's 'Digital Heroes' Award for working with charity Storybook Dads as an audio and video editor while serving time and has continued to work for them after his release.” 

More info on Storybook Dads at: http://www.storybookdads.org.uk/. 
Inside madrassas …
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2011/11/inside-madrassas_Nov2011_8301.pdf 
(Source: ippr e-newsletter, 2 Dec)

New report from ippr.

“The madrassas sector is a significant feature of many British communities and is strongly valued by Muslim families. However, relatively little is known about how they operate and the impact they may have on pupils and local communities. The research presented in this report attempts to fill this gap by providing new evidence about how British madrassas work, the impact they have on local communities, and their role in the educational, social and religious development of children.” [p9]

Off the map? The geography of NEETs: a snapshot analysis for the Private Equity Foundation
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/Assets/Docs/Off%20the%20map%20-%20PEF%20snapshot%20FINAL.PDF 

(Source: LGA Analysis and Research Bulletin, Nov 2011)

New report from The Work Foundation, which maps the areas with the highest (and lowest proportion of young people who are NEET.

This is an important ‘snapshot analysis’, and one which will prove useful to us in targeting our approaches.
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
UK Disability History Month – “Disability Voices”, online oral history interviews
http://pressandpolicy.bl.uk/Press-Releases/British-Library-gives-voice-to-Disability-History-Month-549.aspx 
(Source: CILIP Weekly Information World, 23-29 Nov)
“As part of UK Disability History Month, the British Library is making available a new online package of oral history interviews … which charts the experiences of disabled people.” 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Immigration to the UK: the key facts”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2010/jun/26/non-eu-immigration-uk-statistics 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 287, 28 Nov 2011)

Important, clear article which sets out ‘the facts’ (at a time when we’re being bombarded with opinion and confusion!).
The Big Society
The Big Society Audit
http://www.civilexchange.org.uk/the-big-society-audit 
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 30 Nov)

Unfortunately, I received info about this too late for anyone to respond, but thought you’d be interested to see that such an audit is taking place!
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Internships in the arts: a guide for arts organisations
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/media/uploads/internships_in_the_arts_final.pdf
(Source: email from Louise Ray, TNA)

New publication from Arts Council England/Creative & Cultural Skills, which looks at good practice in arranging internships, including the organisation’s role as an employer.  
And, finally …
Community Histories: The Minority Communities of London
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/static/Communities.jsp
(Source: rootsweb)

If you haven’t come across this, it’s very interesting background to minority communities in London, and how they appeared in criminal proceedings.
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