The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 91, 14 November 2011
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

Big Local
http://www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/biglocal
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round-Up, Nov 2011)

Funded by the Big Lottery, “Big Local is a ten year programme working with and supporting communities, in up to 150 selected areas, to make where they live and work a better place now and in the future.”
The first 50 areas selected for the programme have been selected – see: http://www.cdf.org.uk/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=95857f69-083d-4f1f-b530-4dcc3b2f3603&groupId=10128. 
Macmillan Cancer Champion recruitment
http://champions.cancerchancer.com/ 

“The Greater Manchester and Cheshire Cancer Network is running a Cancer Champion training programme to support a new cancer awareness social marketing campaign launching in January 2012. A new focus will be on kidney and bladder cancers ...”

Macmillan Information and Support Service were Finalists in the CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award 2010.

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations

“Building Bridges Speakers Series”
http://www.oclc.org/go/buildingbridges?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=2011-11%20Crossroads 

(Source: Crossroads, Nov 2011)

“A new series of free OCLC webinars, the Building Bridges Speaker Series, debuts this week and will continue through early 2012. Hosted by WebJunction's Chrystie Hill, these presentations will gather experts and practitioners in the field to discuss and engage public libraries on topics of vital interest. During each of the four one-hour programs you will receive practical advice on issues that are top of mind in public libraries.”
The next one (date tba) is on “Community Outreach”.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Stoke Speaks Out”
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/general/vlpdetails.aspx?lpeid=359&dm_i=7SL,LH0X,12Q3JN,1QP1H,1
(Source: C4EO Newsletter, Nov 2011)

Brief description of a multi-agency approach to tackling language deficit in Stoke on Trent.

Also interesting are:

“‘Little Minds Matter’: building relationships between parents and their babies in Portsmouth”
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/general/vlpdetails.aspx?lpeid=356&dm_i=7SL,LH0X,12Q3JN,1QP1H,1 
“Making it REAL: Raising Early Achievement in Literacy (REAL), Sheffield”
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/general/vlpdetails.aspx?lpeid=358&dm_i=7SL,LH0X,12Q3JN,1QP1H,1 
“RESPECT (Reducing Exclusion Starting Positive Engagement with Children Together)”, Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service 
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/general/vlpdetails.aspx?lpeid=355&dm_i=7SL,LH0X,12Q3JN,1QP1H,1 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Can we address poverty by focusing on literacy? Frank Field MP thinks so”

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/blog/3993_can_we_address_poverty_by_focusing_on_literacy_frank_field_mp_thinks_so
Blog by Emily McCoy, which reports on Frank Field MP’s speech at the recent NLT conference – also has links to a brief conference report (http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/communities/conference) and to a NLT Research Review, Literacy: a route to addressing child poverty? – see: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/1032/Literacy__Child_Poverty_2011.pdf.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Barnardo’s poll on views of children
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/news_and_events/current_news.htm?ref=74120 

Just in case you haven’t seen this, here is the press release with the headline findings from this shocking poll which “shows that nearly half the UK population (49 per cent) agree that children today are beginning to behave like animals.”
“The importance of advice”
http://www.community-links.org/linksuk/?p=2871
(Source: email from Kevin Harris)

“Earlier this week Community Links and other voluntary organisations briefed Peers on the importance of legal aid for issues like housing, debt and welfare benefits, which stands to be cut if the proposals to reform legal aid – now entering the House of Lords – are passed.”
This blogpost outlines the key issues, and the full briefing is available at: http://www.community-links.org/uploads/editor/James%20%20Forbess%20Rights%20Welfare%20and%20Law.pdf 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Well-being Measure

http://www.well-beingmeasure.com/ 

(Source: Paul Hamlyn Foundation Newsletter, Autumn 2011)

Funded by the PHF Social Justice programme, New Philanthropy Capital has produced this “online survey-based tool that measures how children feel. It's a practical way of quantifying your impact on a group of ten or more young people aged 11 to 16, by looking at eight aspects of well-being.
You can create your own survey, track its progress, and receive a detailed report of the results ... By doing a survey at two points in time, you can measure change – and prove the impact of your work.”

The only down-side is the cost – see: http://www.well-beingmeasure.com/pricing. 

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
The Scottish strategy for autism

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/361926/0122373.pdf
The Scottish Government has just published its strategy:

“Autism is a national priority. Given the importance we all attach to this agenda, the development and creation of a new Scottish Strategy for Autism is vital to ensure that progress is made across Scotland in delivering quality services. 

In September 2010, the Scottish Government consulted on the way ahead. The final Strategy is the result which will be delivered jointly with COSLA. The planned programme of activity is backed up with new resources of £10m over the next 4 years.” [p1]

There is also an Overview at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/361939/0122374.pdf. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Free myUKinfo information cards in English, Polish, Portuguese, Slovak, Romanian, Lithuanian and Russian

(Source: email from Jessica Suranyi-Hammond)

myUKinfo is the information portal that gives access to important information about working and living in the UK.  myUKinfo is offering free business card sized information cards which provide details of the portal in language.  If you or your organisation would like some of these free cards for European citizens coming to the UK to live and work, please email info@myUKinfo.com with the number of boxes, (each box contains approximately 100 cards) languages needed and your name, organisation and postal address.
Guest workers …

http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2011/10/guest-workers_Oct2011_8109.pdf 

New paper from ippr, which takes a critical look at current Government proposals for dealing with guest workers – and makes alternative recommendations.

“Yes, No, Maybe So: The Race-Ethnicity-Nationality Guessing Game”

http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2011/yes-no-maybe-so-race-ethnicity-nationality-guessing-game
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 7 Nov)

Really interesting blogpost from Angela Hsu, which starts to challenge some of the simplistic thinking around REN.
Experiences of forced labour among Chinese migrant workers
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/Chinese-migrants-forced-labour-summary.pdf
Summary of new report from JRF, which looks at “experiences of forced labour among low-skilled Chinese migrant workers in the UK. It highlights the extent of exploitation at work, examines what makes workers vulnerable to forced labour, and considers the complex relationships between migration, work and family.”
 

“Red Card to Racism”/ Czerwona Kartka Rasizmowi 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Czerwona-Kartka-Rasizmowi-Red-Card-to-Racism/178055652236355?sk=info
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

New Facebook group for Eastern European people in the UK (and Eastern Europe) to network and to tackle racism. Full aims listed on the website. For those of you unable to access Facebook, there is also info at: http://www.ckr.org.pl/. 
The Big Society
Open for all? The changing nature of equality under Big Society and Localism

http://www.vsnw.org.uk/files/Final%20Executive%20Summary%20Oct'11.pdf
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round-Up, Nov 2011)

Based on research in the NW of England, this executive summary highlights the impact that recent Government policy changes is having on equality.
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Food Stories”
http://www.bl.uk/learning/resources/foodstories/index.html
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Fascinating British Library microsite which explores food in relation to “identity, cultural diversity, globalisation, technology, farming, shopping, travel, social history and more …” 
Broader issues – Other Agencies

Clonclyfrau/Chatterbooks – new Welsh partnership

(Source: November News from The Reading Agency)

“We have entered a partnership with Welsh Government and the Welsh Books Council that means we can support for library services who want to set up and run reading groups for children in Wales. 

We are currently designing Welsh/English bilingual materials to support Chatterbooks groups in Wales – under the new name of Clonclyfrau/ Chatterbooks. Launching in January 2012, these will be offered at the same price as English materials, thanks to support from the Welsh Government, CyMAL and the Welsh Books Council. 

In the meantime, we are offering two training courses to get Clonclyfrau /Chatterbooks groups up and running - in Llandudno on 16 November and Cardiff on 18 November. For more information, contact Lynne Taylor, Lynne.Taylor@readingagency.org.uk.
Inside the EDL …
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Inside_the_edl_WEB.pdf?1320079341
This is the new report from Demos, which has received considerable media attention – it’s an interesting analysis of just what the EDL is aiming to do and how big it has become …
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