The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 127, 10 May 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

High Street Renewal Award
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fund-rewards-high-street-innovation 
Seven areas are sharing the £1m Award as examples “to communities across the country of what can be done to breathe new life into their high streets”. The seven are:

· Herne Hill, London

· Northam Road, Southampton

· Altrincham, Greater Manchester

· Ipswich

· Market Rasen, Lincolnshire

· Gloucester

· Rotherham. 
Equality Act 2010
“Victory for campaigners as Government outlaws caste discrimination”
http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2013/04/victory-for-campaigners-as-government-concedes-on-caste-discrimination
(Source: National Secular Society Newsline, 26 Apr 2013)

Just in case you missed the news that, following defeat in the House of Lords, the Government has agreed to make discrimination on grounds of caste unlawful.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Your prison case studies”
http://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/museums-and-prisons/your-prison-case-studies?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mp19042013
The Museums Association has recently focused on work with prisons, and have gathered together a set of case studies as part of a collection of pieces on this area of work (see: http://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/museums-and-prisons).

The other articles, including one with info from John Vincent, are available via the Museum Practice site for MA members.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Scottish survey of literacy and numeracy 2012 (Literacy)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00420483.pdf 
(Source: Scottish Government Weekly Roundup, 26 Apr 2013)

Survey results just published by the Scottish Government. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“A more unequal country?”
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/editorial/more-unequal-country
(Source: PSE: UK 2012 Poverty and Social Exclusion newsletter, 17 Apr 2013)
Paper by Stewart Lansley and Joanna Mack, which looks at what has happened to inequality and poverty since 1979:

“What is clear is that the levels of inequality and poverty have both increased substantially. Since 1979, a greater share of the nation’s income and wealth has gone to top income groups, and in particular the very top, than in the period before 1979. In contrast, a smaller share has gone to the bottom income groups, and in particular the bottom decile. This shift, in turn, has been associated with growing levels of income poverty since 1979. The sharpest rises in inequality and poverty occurred from 1979 to 1990.”
Literacy: state of the nation – a picture of literacy in the UK today
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/2847/Literacy_State_of_the_Nation_-_2_Aug_2011.pdf
(Source: email from Frances Hendrix to lis-pub-libs, 23 Apr 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen this updated version of the National Literacy Trust report.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Health Profiles for England
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?RID=49802 
(Source: email from the LGA Community Wellbeing Team, 17 Apr 2013)

“Health Profiles is a programme to improve availability and accessibility for health and health-related information in England. The profiles give a snapshot overview of health for each local authority in England. Health profiles are produced annually.”

Very useful source of local health info.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Spot the Signs”
http://rnibspotthesigns.org.uk/ 
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB, via sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

RNIB has launched a campaign to help people spot the signs of Age-related macular degeneration and other eye diseases. For more information and to download an information pack go to the above weblink.  


If you would like to order a poster please email marketing@rnib.org.uk or call 020 7391 2396.
Feeling overwhelmed: the emotional impact of stroke
http://www.stroke.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Feeling%20Overwhelmed_Final_2_5mb.pdf
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

New report from the Stroke Association, which “… shows that improving emotional support for people affected by stroke is not necessarily about spending more money. Signposting and referrals to existing services (including free sources of information), combined with duplicating best practice examples, can deliver support that puts the needs of stroke survivors and carers at the centre of stroke care.” [p4]

The Association has also produced You’re not alone: coping with the emotional effects of stroke – a practical guide for stroke survivors and carers (see: http://www.stroke.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/You're%20not%20alone%20A5_Web.pdf). 
Migration issues – News 
COMPAS
http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/research/welfare/nrpf/
(Source: No Recourse to Public Funds Network Bulletin, 40, Apr 2013 via Simon Wallace)

“Oxford University’s Centre on Migration, Policy and Society has launched a research project funded by the Nuffield Foundation to explore local authority responses to clients who have no recourse to public funds … The study … commenced this month and is expected to complete towards the end of 2014. It aims to produce an authoritative map of local authority practice in the provision of services to families with NRPF, and will investigate the reasons for, and implications of, local variation with a view to improving local and national policy and practice. It will consider the perspectives of both local authority social services departments and of families with NRPF ... “
“Comment: Moving the asylum system offshore is not the answer”

http://www.politics.co.uk/comment-analysis/2013/04/17/comment-moving-the-asylum-system-offshore-is-not-the-answer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugee+Council&utm_campaign=2446321_Copy+of+Newsletter+March+2013&utm_content=politicscoukblog&dm_i=I6P,1GFLD,31JHQG,4Y0RP,1
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 3 May 2013)

Response from the Refugee Council (published on politics.co.uk) to the Conservative MP Julian Brazier’s proposal that the UK should introduce offshore processing centres for asylum-seekers. 

The proposal was made in the pamphlet is An overcrowded land?, from Conservative Way Forward – see: http://conservativehome.blogs.com/files/anovercrowdedland.pdf. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
One step forward, two steps back: evaluating the institutions of British immigration policymaking
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/04/one-step-forward_immigration-institutions_Apr2013_10679.pdf
(Source: IPPR Newsletter, 26 Apr 2013)

New briefing paper from IPPR, which “explores four key issues affecting the ability of British immigration policy and administration bodies to do – and to be seen to do – a good job.

Naturally, it focuses on the Home Office and the UK Border Agency, raising a number of questions that are still to be answered following the announced abolition of UKBA in March.

The key issues addressed are:

· The Home Office's monopoly on immigration policymaking, even though it is a cross-cutting issue with impacts and implications for almost every department in Whitehall

· The 'culture of caution' that threatens to suffocate the Home Office

· The confused structure and poor communication that led the Home Office and UKBA to operate as almost completely separate organisations, widening the gap between policy and implementation

· The tension between evidence-based policymaking and political demands, which undermines the ability of researchers and policymakers to make effective use of evidence to inform and support their decisions.” (Taken from: http://www.ippr.org/publication/55/10679/one-step-forward-two-steps-back-evaluating-the-institutions-of-british-immigration-policymaking). 
Detention in the asylum system
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/0002/7333/130326Detention_in_the_Asylum_System.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugee+Council&utm_campaign=2446321_Copy+of+Newsletter+March+2013&utm_content=briefingdetention&dm_i=I6P,1GFLD,31JHQG,4XYIY,1
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 3 May 2013)

New briefing from the Refugee Council, which looks at when, where and for how long people are detained (and also includes info about the detention of children).

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Working through conflict in museums: museums, objects and participatory democracy”
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rmmc20/28/1 

(Source: email from Bernadette Lynch via DHG, 17 Apr 2013)
Taylor and Francis have just published this special issue of Museum Management and Curatorship which is now available to order online from the above weblink. 

“If you would like to contribute to the on-going discussion on the 
issues raised in the publication, please check our blog: http://objectsinconflict.wordpress.com/.”
Cultural Commissioning Grant

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/our-investment/funding-programmes/cultural-commissioning-grant/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Wellbeing+(New+Philanthropy+Capital)&utm_campaign=2432225_April+newsletter&utm_content=Artscouncil&dm_i=UL9,1G4PT,6622UL,4XHYG,1
(Source: New Philanthropy Capital Newsletter, 30 Apr 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen this announcement of the launch of the new Arts Council England commissioning programme.

“Running from July 2013 to June 2016, the programme will offer a mix of activities to help both commissioners in the public services and the arts, museums and libraries sectors. Further details will be available in the coming months … Cultural commissioning will specifically support the arts and cultural sector to collaborate with public services and contribute to the health, wellbeing, social and economic outcomes and priorities of local communities, councils and health authorities.”

“Social Welfare at the British Library”
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the BL has developed its new portal:

“The portal includes a high quality collection of full text research and evaluation reports, Parliamentary papers, consultations and policy proposals selected by our social policy curators and available for immediate download. As well as these digital documents, you’ll find details of books, journal articles, official papers, theses, archived websites and datasets in the British Library’s collections.
Our monthly current awareness bulletin, Welfare Reform Digest, keeps you up to date with the latest policy debates, controversies and developments through abstracts from research monographs and articles in academic journals, professional magazines, and quality national newspapers.”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
NCVO UK civil society almanac
http://data.ncvo-vol.org.uk/
NCVO have just produced their latest almanac – “…the reference publication for anybody interested in the voluntary sector and its role in civil society … the Almanac offers a definitive overview of the voluntary sector’s scope and characteristics, enhanced by analysis of long-term trends. Our analysis draws upon our own unique historical dataset, developed in partnership with the Third Sector Research Centre, plus data and evidence from a range of government and industry research.”

“‘But aunt, she is so very ignorant’ – history teaching and history learning, summer 2013”
http://www.insted.co.uk/very-ignorant.pdf
(Source: email from Robin Richardson, Insted Consultancy, http://www.insted.co.uk/, 21 Apr 2013)
Valuable round-up of some of the current discussions about the proposed revisions to the history curriculum, making a strong point about the need for a “curriculum for cohesion”.
“Romans Revealed”
http://www.romansrevealed.com/
(Source: Runnymede Newsletter, Apr 2013)
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