The Network Newsletter – Ebulletin 125, 27 March 2013
Events
Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.

NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Congratulations!

The Bookseller Industry Awards: Library of the Year
https://www.eventsforce.net/bookseller/frontend/reg/tOtherPage.csp?pageID=14890&eventID=44&eventID=44 

Congratulations to the “Library of the Year” shortlist – all Network members! 

· Devon Libraries

· Dorking Library (Surrey)

· Dudley Libraries

· Dundee Library and Information Service

· City of Edinburgh Library Service

· Nottingham Library and Information Service

· Redbridge Central Library. 

Funding & Opportunities

Coastal Communities Fund
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/uk-wide/coastal-communities
(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 20 Mar 2013)

“Funding awards of over £50,000 are available for projects lasting up to two years. The following types of organisation can apply:
· charities

· voluntary and community sector organisations

· social enterprises, including cooperatives and community ownership initiatives

· local authorities

· development agencies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

· local enterprise partnerships in England

· private sector companies.”

The People’s Millions
http://www.peoplesmillions.org.uk/
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 20 Mar 2013, http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/) 

“Running since 2005, the People’s Millions is an annual TV competition run by the Big Lottery Fund (BIG) and ITV which awards Lottery funding to community projects that improve the lives of local people. Voluntary and community groups can apply now for grants of between £20,000 and £50,000 to support new projects that will improve the lives of people in their local community.”
Translated summary of A Week in December by Sebastian Faulks for reading groups taking part in Cityread London April 2013
(Source: email from ALAG)

Just a reminder of this, originally included in the Ebulletin 22 Feb. 
Translations available in the following languages: Bengali, Chinese, Gujarati, Hindi, Panjabi, Tamil and Urdu.

Each summary available to buy for £50 per language

Unlimited copies can be produced and facilitators are available for events, as required. For more information contact ALAG members: 

monnarizvi@googlemail.com or 

iqbalgulshan@hotmail.com
In addition, ALAG are organising the following free event:

4 April 13.30-15.30, Hounslow Community Centre, 9 Montague Road, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1JY
“To add further diversity and inclusion to the Cityread London 2013 promotion, ALAG are proud to announce that a reader development event has been organised and will include reading and discussion of A Week in December synopsis in Urdu, Hindi and Panjabi.”

To book a place, please email: iqbalgulshan@hotmail.com or monnarizvi@googlemail.com.

Equality Act 2010
Understanding legal definitions of discrimination and unlawful behaviour in the Equality Act 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/ea1.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 345, 22 Mar 2013) 

Handy brief guide to the legal definitions and types of discrimination and harassment set out in the Equality Act 2010.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations

Skipton “Rewind Presents”

http://www.seapn.org.uk/innovation.asp?page_id=90&blog_id=2&entry_id=883&page=1 

(Source: email from Chrys Mellor, North Yorkshire Libraries)

Positive write-up of the CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award-winner in Music Education UK.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Sex and power 2013 – who runs Britain?

http://www.countingwomenin.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Sex-and-Power-2013-FINALv2.-pdf.pdf  [NB 3.07 Mb]

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 20 Mar 2013)

New report from the Counting Women In coalition, which looks at the representation of women in politics and public decision-making in Britain (including in the police, the education sector, the arts and finance). Headlines include:
· “UK women have slipped from 33rd to 57th place since 2001 in international power rankings

· 22.5% of MPs are women

· 17.4% of the Cabinet are women

· 11.1% of UK bank CEOs are women

· 5% of Editors of national daily newspapers are women” (taken from: http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/?p=24761). 

Designing sustainable community action for communities of all ages …
http://gulbenkian.org.uk/files/30-01-13-IntergenerationAll_Handbook_15112012_Web_LowRes.pdf [NB 6.9 Mb]

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“If you are thinking about or have begun setting up a community action that engages people from different generations, then this book will provide you with some ideas, tools and pieces of advice that will support you in making your intergenerational community action a success.”
The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation has also published a report on its Ageing and social cohesion programme …: http://gulbenkian.org.uk/files/19-11-12-Ageing%20and%20social%20cohesion%20A5%20briefing%20lr.pdf 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Mental Health (Discrimination) Act 2013

http://www.mind.org.uk/policy/equality_and_human_rights/mental_health_discrimination_act_2013#propose 

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 20 Mar 2013)

On 28 Feb, this new Act became law. It “removes three legal barriers that contribute to a stigmatised view of mental health problems. It also sends a wider message that discrimination of people with mental health problems will not be tolerated.”
For a summary, see above weblink.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Healthwatch

http://www.healthwatch.co.uk/find-your-local-organisation
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 20 Mar 2013)

“From 1 April 2013, a new local consumer champion – Local Healthwatch – with the powers to hold local services to account, will be set up in every city and county council in [England].”
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Living in a different world: joint review of disability hate crime

http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf
(Source: email from Ian Van Arkadie)

“This is the report of a review by the Chief Inspectors of Her Majesty’s Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate (HMCPSI), Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation (HMI Probation) of how the police, CPS and probation trusts deal with disability hate crime.” [p9]
It shows just how much work remains to be done, given “that there are still concerns being raised as to how disability hate crime is dealt with by the criminal justice system at ground level.” [p12]

It parallels the EHRC report, Hidden in plain sight: inquiry into disability-related harassment, http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/disabilityfi/ehrc_hidden_in_plain_sight_3.pdf and also their ‘manifesto’:

Out in the open: manifesto for change, 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/out-in-the-open-manifesto-for-change/ 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Sight loss statistics
http://vision2020uk.org.uk/core_files/Sight_loss_stats_postcard_APDF.PDF
(Source: STV Bulletin, 133, 21 Mar 2013)

Vision2020UK has issued a one-page sight loss statistics document which sets out six key facts on how common sight loss is and how it affects people’s lives.
“Keep reading with eBooks” 

http://www.rnib.org.uk/livingwithsightloss/reading/how/ebooks/Pages/keep_reading.aspx 

(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB, via sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

“RNIB is running a pilot project on raising awareness of eBooks as a reading solution for people with sight loss and has placed an advert in the Times and Daily Telegraph newspaper today [25 Mar 2013].

The advert contains a link to www.rnib.org.uk/keepreading and from there people are directed to all the information on reading solutions RNIB promote and can obtain a free information pack about the benefits of ebooks. The pack explains what eBooks are, how they can help you keep reading and what you should consider before you start.”
JISC TechDis advice
(Source: email from Michael, helpdesk@techdis.ac.uk) 

Just a reminder of the valuable resources that JISC TechDis have drawn together:
· Best Practice guides for library staff – see: http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/techdis/multlinkres/detail/main_site/guideslibrarystaff 

· Obtaining textbooks in alternative formats – see: http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/techdis/multlinkres/detail/main_site/guidealtformat 

· Welcome to e-books for FE – see: http://fe.jiscebooks.org/ 

Migration issues – News 
“A flood of immigrants? More like a trickle says Whitehall research into end of restrictions for Romanians and Bulgarians” 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/a-flood-of-immigrants-more-like-a-trickle-says-whitehall-research-into-end-of-restrictions-for-romanians-and-bulgarians-8541200.html
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 345, 22 Mar 2013) 

A possibly more realistic assessment of the rate of immigration from Romania and Bulgaria.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Study: More Romanians using libraries, but 64% say they need more funding”
http://www.romania-insider.com/study-more-romanians-using-libraries-but-64-say-they-need-more-funding/77923/ 

(Source: Public Libraries News, 20 Mar 2013)

Interesting report – and valuable insight into the Romanian view of libraries. Useful to offset the usual media view of Romania …
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Back to basics: towards a successful and cost-effective integration policy 

http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2013/03/back-to-basics-integration_Mar2013_10525.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 25 Mar 2013)

Important new paper by Jill Rutter for ippr, which: “… argues for migrant integration to become a greater policy priority, at a national and local level. It calls for political leadership from the very top of government, alongside greater clarity in the aims and objectives of integration policies. The paper calls for a refocusing of integration policy towards achieving better labour market and educational outcomes. These conditions will impact positively on the social mixing of migrant and non-migrants in the workplace and enable conditions such as belonging and ‘Britishness’ to emerge.” [p61]
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Bookmark Your Library”
http://www.bookmarkyourlibrary.org.uk/
Just in case you missed the launch of the “brand new website which promotes the great work and diverse range of facilities and services that are available and take place in libraries around the country.”

“Grand partnerships?”

http://www.museumsassociation.org/maurice-davies-blog/20032013-arts-council-england-peter-bazalgette-inaugural-lecture?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20032013 

The Museum Association’s Maurice Davies blogs about Peter Bazalgette’s inaugural lecture (and funding). 

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

DWP: our reform story

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/adviser/updates/dwp-reform-toolkit/ - scroll down to last item on the page, Complete briefing pack (3.3 Mb)

(Source: STV Bulletin, 133, 21 Mar 2013)

DWP briefing, looking at the context of the benefits reforms and providing an overview of all the changes that the DWP will be making over the next few years.
Broader issues – Other Agencies

Democratic stress, the populist signal and extremist threat 

http://www.policy-network.net/publications_detail.aspx?ID=4357
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 25 Mar 2013)

New report from the thinktank, Policy Network. Based on a European research project which has investigated campaigns, policies and political approaches targeted at populism and extremism at the national, local and neighbourhood levels across Europe. 

“The final report identifies where mainstream politics has failed to date and sets out a strategic evaluation of how the antagonistic and corrosive aspects of populist impulses and identity politics can be resisted and defeated. The conclusion sets forward an approach blending 'statecraft' and 'contact democracy', with case-study examples.” There could be a strong role for us in 'contact democracy' - ie bringing together people from different backgrounds to develop a more cohesive approach.
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