The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 124, 19 March 2013 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

Public Sector Equality Duty
https://www.gov.uk/government/policy-advisory-groups/123
(Source: Insted Consultancy News, 19 Mar 2013)

As you may remember, “On 15 May 2012, the Home Secretary announced a review of the PSED, as part of the outcome of the Red Tape Challenge spotlight on equalities. The review will establish whether the Equality Duty in the Equalities Act 2010 is operating as intended.”

This Review has commenced, and is looking at the following themes:

· “how well understood is the PSED and guidance

· what are the costs and benefits of the PSED

· how organisations are managing legal risk and ensuring compliance with the PSED

· what changes, if any, would ensure better equality outcomes (legislative, administrative and/or enforcement changes, for example).”

Evidence should be submitted to the Review Team (PsedReviewEvidence@geo.gsi.gov.uk) by 12 April 2013. 

Funding & Opportunities

Sharing Heritage
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/SharingHeritage.aspx
(Source: email from j4bcommunity, www.j4bcommunity.co.uk)
HLF have launched a new funding programme, Sharing Heritage. It aims to help people across the UK explore, conserve and share all aspects of the history and character of their local area. £3 million will be set aside for the fund each year, with grants of between £3,000 and £10,000 available to groups who want to discover their local heritage.

Neighbourhood Plans
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/9-5-million-to-support-hundreds-of-communities-to-create-neighbourhood-plans 

A new 2-year £9.5m programme will help communities to develop their neighbourhood plans.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

What works: evidence centres for social policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/136227/What_Works_publication.pdf
Just in case you missed the media coverage of this, the Cabinet Office has just published its introduction to four new “What Works” centres:

· Crime reduction –part of the new College of Policing 

· Local economic growth – currently undergoing tender by the ESRC 

· Ageing better – with further details to be announced by the Big Lottery Fund 

· Early intervention – delivered by the Early Intervention Foundation. 

These will gather and build evidence bases of “what works” – and these four areas can be taken to be current Government priorities. 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Abolishing want in a social state
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_Policy_Paper_-_Kate_Bell_%28Social_State_-_Want%29.pdf
(Source: email from Class)

Following on from the piece in the last Ebulletin which introduced the “Social State” series (and the first title, Tackling squalor: the pivotal role of social housing), this one (produced in association with Child Poverty Action Group):

 “attempts some tentative answers to the questions of both the policies that might be necessary to abolish want in today’s society, and the arguments that could be useful in gaining their support. It starts with a brief discussion of how we should understand want today, who experiences it, and why we should care. It then looks at the evidence on which policies have been effective at tackling poverty, looking first over time within the UK and then internationally, concentrating on poverty among children and those of working age. Finally it examines public attitudes to poverty within the UK and the context in which arguments in support of these policies need to be made.” [p6]

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Better Read”

http://www.seapn.org.uk/innovation.asp?page_id=90&blog_id=2&entry_id=866&page=1 

(Source: email from Christine Cather, NHS Education for Scotland Knowledge Services Group)

Brief report of ‘Better Read’, a bibliotherapy event held in the National Library of Scotland on the 27 Feb 2013.

Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Make A Noise in Libraries Fortnight

(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB)

“Our theme will be "Signposting" - working together to make it easier for blind and partially sighted people to get hold of books, newspapers and magazines in accessible formats. 

MANIL packs have now been sent to all authorities and information can be found at www.rnib.org.uk/manil

For information and advice about Make a Noise in Libraries Fortnight, email megan.gilks@rnib.org.uk or call Megan on 0161 429 1980.

What do people have planned for 2013? Please reply to the list [SIXSTEPS@JISCMAIL.AC.UK]  if you have any details of events you'd like to share or post any questions you may have.”

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Sight loss data tool
http://www.rnib.org.uk/aboutus/Research/statistics/Pages/sight-loss-data-tool.aspx 
(Source: STV Bulletin, 132, 1 Mar 2013)
This new tool from RNIB “gives factual information about sight loss for each region and local authority in England”.
Migration issues – News 
“Time’s up for costly town hall translation”

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/times-up-for-costly-town-hall-translation
Just in case you missed this, Eric Pickles MP has called “for an end to expensive, unnecessary translations ‘once and for all’ to help encourage migrant communities to learn English and generate vital savings for the taxpayer.”

He also issued new guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/translation-into-foreign-languages. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
It happens here: equipping the United Kingdom to fight modern slavery 

http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/UserStorage/pdf/Pdf%20reports/CSJ_Slavery_Full_Report_WEB(5).pdf 

(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 11 Mar 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen the report which has attracted considerable media attention. 

“Modern slavery exists in the UK and destroys lives. It manifests in an appallingly wide range of forms. Adults and children – UK nationals and those from abroad – are exploited in the sex industry, through forced labour, domestic servitude in the home, and forced criminal activity.” [p16]

“Our report explains how modern slavery in the UK manifests itself and the various forms it takes. Taking evidence from over 180 individuals and organisations across all sectors involved in anti-slavery efforts, this review is about what needs to be done if we are collectively going to eradicate modern slavery.” [p12]

“Jackie Kay, using poetry to help female asylum seekers”

http://www.scotsman.com/scotland-on-sunday/scotland/jackie-kay-using-poetry-to-help-female-asylum-seekers-1-2828428
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 343, 11 Mar 2013)

Interesting article from Scotland on Sunday, looking at how the poet is using her work to support the Scottish Refugee Council’s campaign to end destitution.

“Turkish Migration, the EU and the UK”

http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2013/turkish-migration-eu-and-uk?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=995c0ef11f-MRN_News_18-03-2013&utm_medium=email 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 18 Mar 2013)

Important post by Ibrahim Sirkeci, Professor of Transnational Studies at Regent's College London, which starts with useful background info about the Turkish communities in the UK, and then begins to examine concerns about Turkey as a source of immigration.

The state of migration: employing migrant workers
http://www.cipd.co.uk/binaries/6057%20Migration%20WEB.PDF 

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 18 Mar 2013)

New report from the CIPD, which draws on evidence from survey evidence from 1,000 employers across the UK.
NB Further information to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Stamping out poverty as well as books? How libraries can support development”

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development-professionals-network/2013/mar/12/libraries-power-global-development?CMP=twt_gu 

(Source: Public Libraries News, 12 Mar 2013)

Very positive article from IFLA about the role that libraries can play in international development.

Driving growth through local government investment in the arts

http://www.local.gov.uk/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=db320e62-a4f0-4ed3-8cd4-3945335e51cd&groupId=10171 [NB 6.9 Mb]

Just in case you haven’t seen this key new report from the LGA; its ‘headline’ is that “Arts investment contributes up to £4 to the local economy for every £1 spent”.  

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Independence under threat: the Voluntary Sector in 2013 

http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Independence-Under-Threat_The-Voluntary-Sector-in-2013_WebVersion12.pdf 

(Source: Clinks Members' Policy Briefing, Mar 2013)

New report from the Panel on the Independence of the Voluntary Sector. 
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