The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 123, 7 March 2013 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

New Supplier
Chinese Bookshop
http://www.ChineseBookshop.com
(Source: email from Joshua Smith, Chinese Bookshop)

“An online Chinese bookshop offering a large range of Chinese books; books in simplified and traditional Chinese, books with pinyin, latest Chinese fiction and books translated into Chinese. Based in London with thousands of different books available to purchase. Can also source books published in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.”

Funding & Opportunities

Cultural Value Project Funding Call

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/CVP-Funding-Call.aspx
(Source: email from AHRC to archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 
The AHRC has published its invitation to apply for grants under its Cultural Value Project: “In launching this two-year Cultural Value Project, the AHRC wishes to make a major contribution to how we think about the value of arts and culture to individuals and to society. The objective of the Project is to develop a framework within which the different components of cultural value will be identified and to establish for each of the components methodologies and appropriate types of evidence for evaluating their contribution.”

“These awards aim to support two types of projects:
· critical overviews and reviews of an existing body of research; 
· research development awards for undertaking research and innovative thinking about : o the components of cultural value and/or the ways in which cultural value is evidenced and evaluated.”

Further info at above weblink and in the funding call document:  http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Documents/Funding%20Call%20(final)%20-%20IB%20comments.pdf.  

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Archive of the Year” Award – Winners!

http://www.pettrust.org.uk/pett-news/archive-of-the-year-award-winners
(Source: email from Craig Fees, PETT)

On 23 February, at the "Who Do You Think You Are? Live" exhibition in London, the Planned Environment Therapy Trust Archive and Study Centre was named as Your Family History's "Archive of the Year". This was in particular recognition of their work on the "Therapeutic Living With Other Peoples' Children: An oral history of residential therapeutic child care" project in 2010-2011, see: http://www.otherpeopleschildren.org.uk/. 

“Social justice vs wellbeing”
http://www.museumsassociation.org/comment/26022013-social-justice-vs-wellbeing?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=27022013 

(Source: email from the Museums Association, 27 Feb 2013)
Interesting blogpost by Maurice Davies, which suggests that the two concepts are similar – a point with which David Fleming (in comments on the blogpost) strongly disagrees!

“Caribbean through a lens”

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean/ 

“The National Archives has been working with community groups to share and explore our collection of Caribbean images. The National Archives’ collection of Caribbean images are drawn from the Ministry of Information (INF 10) and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (CO 1069) and span over 100 years of history. In partnership with community groups and heritage partners, people have used the collection to inspire exhibitions, reminiscence sessions, workshops and poetry. Some of the projects are featured [on above weblink].”

The innovative museum: it's up to you ...

http://www.museumsetc.com/products/innovative 

New title from MuseumsEtc, which has a section on Inclusion, with:
· Are We There Yet? Magdalena Mieri, Director of the Program in Latino History and Culture, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, USA
· Communities are for Life, Not Just for Christmas. Dhikshana Turakhia, Team Leader - Interactive Galleries, Science Museum, London
· Old Forms, New Purposes. Victoria Dickenson, Director, McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Ontario, Canada
· Contextualising and Challenging Assumptions. Kate Gerard, Institute of Education, University of London
NB Charged-for publication.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Religion or Belief – new guidance February 2013”

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/guidance-for-employers/religion-or-belief-new-guidance-february-2013/
(Source: Equality and Human Rights News, Feb 2013)

Following the judgments by the European Court of Human Rights in January four cases about religious rights in the workplace, the EHRC has noted that: “The judgment affects employer responsibilities for policies and practices protecting religion or belief rights in the workplace, the rights of employees (including job applicants) and the rights of customers. The judgments may be referred to the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights and could be upheld, overturned or modified ...”

In the meantime, they have produced new guidance that includes a selection of examples of requests and how employers might deal with them:

· Religion or belief in the workplace: a guide for employers following recent European Court of Human Rights judgments  

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/religion_or_belief_in_the_workplace_a_guide_for_employers.pdf 

They have also published a legal explanation:

· Religion or belief in the workplace: an explanation of recent European Court of Human Rights judgments

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/religion_or_belief_in_the_workplace_an_explanation_of_recent_judgments_final.pdf 

Finally, the website (http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/guidance-for-employers/religion-or-belief-new-guidance-february-2013/) also has a Questions and Answer section that addresses some key employer questions.

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Achieving a Social State: what can we learn from Beveridge’s Giant Evils
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_Think_piece_-_Zoe_Williams_(Social_State).pdf
(Source: email from CLASS, the Centre for Labour and Social Studies, 25 Feb 2013)

This challenging “Think Piece” sets the scene for a new series of publications: 

“Seventy years ago William Beveridge laid the foundations for the Welfare State. His Report identified five Giant Evil’s which plagued society – Want, Ignorance, Idleness, Squalor and Disease –and asserted that it was the duty of the state to root out these Evils.

This introductory Think Piece is the first paper in the Social State series of work. By addressing each Giant Evil and the policy solutions advocated by Beveridge to tackle them seventy years ago, new priorities for the welfare state in 2015 Britain are identified.

This paper asserts that by replacing Want with Inequality; Idleness with Greed; fighting a different kind of Ignorance; attacking Squalor with fresh vigour; remembering Disease for the foe that it once was, and could be again; and recognising the continuing threat of Disunity; we have our own Giant Evils.”

The first of the Policy Papers, Tackling squalor: the pivotal role of social housing, has just been published at: http://classonline.org.uk/docs/2013_Policy_Paper_-_Duncan_Bowie_(Social_State_-_Tackling_Squalor).pdf. 

Digital inclusion
(Source: email from Lyndsey Burton, Choose, 28 Feb 2013)

“I'm writing from a consumer information site Choose, as we've recently published a three-part guide to Internet safety for adults to help with digital inclusion. The guides have been written based on Go On UK's basic online skills of communicating, finding things online and sharing personal information. They've also included the guides as useful tools on their site too (under online safety here: http://www.go-on.co.uk/get-involved/tools/tools-help-you-and-help-others/getting-started/).

The guides are available here:

· http://www.choose.net/media/guide/features/internet-safety-email-communicate.html
· http://www.choose.net/media/guide/features/internet-safety-browse-web.html
· http://www.choose.net/media/guide/features/internet-safety-sharing-personal-information.html
We also offer a guide to BT Basic line rental, which is useful for reducing the cost of getting online as the product replaces the old BT Light User Scheme and it can now be used for broadband, so it's a good option for digital inclusion where cost is a factor for not going online. It's only available to people in receipt of certain benefits, including income support and pension credit: http://www.choose.net/media/guide/faqs/bt-basic-benefits-broadband.html.”

Further info from: http://www.choose.net/choose/. 
The lies we tell ourselves: ending comfortable myths about poverty
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Truth-And-Lies-Report-smaller.pdf 

(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 1 Mar 2013)

Joint report by the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, the Church of Scotland and the United Reformed Church, which “argues that the poor are deliberately misrepresented by both politicians and the media and blamed for their circumstances while more complex reasons, including policy deficiencies, are ignored. It challenges the language used and stories told about poverty in the UK, concentrating on six myths, chosen because of their prominence in public debate and their widespread acceptance.”
Do the Swedes really aspire to sense and the Portuguese to status? Cultural activity and income gap in the member states of the European Union
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/Income%20inequality%20and%20cultural%20activity%20in%20the%20European%20Union%20%281%29.pdf
(Source: Equality Trust Among Equals, Spring 2013, http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/among-equals-spring_2013.pdf) 

The Equality Trust has produced this brief Research Update, highlighting work published in International Sociology, which “found a strong correlation between income inequality within a country and the cultural activity of its inhabitants, as measured by book reading, theatre attendance and art gallery/museum attendance. The less egalitarian a country, the less frequently people read books and attended theatres, art galleries and museums and vice versa.” [p2]
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Spinal Injuries Association Manifesto 2013-15
http://www.spinal.co.uk/userfiles/SIA_Manifesto_FINAL.pdf 

(Source: Not The National Information Forum News Briefing, 55, March 2013)
New campaign manifesto from the SIA, which is also of relevance to disabled people more generally. It includes some important points about “Accessible Environments”. 
Migration issues – News 
Life in Britain
(Source: email from John Snowden)
“220 Soft Ltd has just launched the latest British Citizenship course Life in Britain. (Previously Life in Great Britain). This is as comprehensive as our previous resources and has been launched within time to give those people a chance who are taking their "Life in the UK Test" from March 25th.

 

It includes these exclusive features:

 

· Smaller paragraphs than the 3rd Edition Handbook

· Full human English speech.

· Electronic links between relevant passages of the book

· Links to web sites featured in the Handbook.

· Client’s own Assessment/Tracking program.

 

Please call or email John Snowden to be issued with a password on 0161 355 6020, john@220soft.co.uk.
 

The demo can be viewed at the following link once a password has been generated: http://www.220soft.co.uk/BritishLife.”
 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
When maternity doesn’t matter …
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/0002/6402/When_Maternity_Doesn_t_Matter_-_Ref_Council__Maternity_Action_report_Feb2013.pdf [full report]

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/0002/6338/ma_dispersal_summary_final.pdf [summary]

“This joint Refugee Council and Maternity Action report looks at the experiences of pregnant women in the asylum system, based on interviews with asylum seeking women and midwives responsible for their care.

The findings show that the UK Border Agency's 'dispersal' policies are putting the health of pregnant women and their babies at risk. By moving them to accommodation around the county, women are uprooted from essential healthcare and their support networks, leaving them isolated and vulnerable.” 

This new research is published to support the "Dignity in Pregnancy” campaign, launched in Feb 2013.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Building community assets”
http://www.nextlibraries.org/2013/02/building-community-assets/ 

(Source: Public Libraries News, 27 Feb 2013)

Interesting article about the role of libraries (and, by implication, the rest of the cultural sector): “For libraries … the key to the future isn’t digital; it’s human.”

Hampshire Library and Information Service Fiction Guide (Jan 2013)
(Source: email from Carol Marshall, Hampshire)

“The booklet lists authors by genre and pseudonym, and includes popular authors based on Public Lending Right figures with suggested alternatives.  There are also prize winners, a list of relevant published guides and websites, a space at the back for notes and a handy flap on the inside back cover to store useful bookmarks and lists.

Designed for use by Home Library Service volunteers and staff, the booklet also has appeal for Book Groups and any readers wanting to diversify their reading choices and as such, can be sold within the library to the public.

The Hampshire County Council branding and email addresses can be removed and replaced with relevant local authority details.

Cost as follows on a sliding scale of quantity ordered. Postage and packaging will be additional –

500  copies £1,350

1000 copies £1,600

2000 copies £2,400

3000 copies £3,000

5000 copies £3,700

For more details please contact Jan Hughes jan.hughes@hants.gov.uk, 07590 939834 or Sue Leach sue.leach@hants.gov.uk, 07540 636030.”

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Statistical Digest of Rural England 2013
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13822-stat-digest-rural-201302.pdf  [NB 4 Mb]

Updated stats from Defra, which give useful background info, eg on health, housing. 
New web address for DCMS
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-culture-media-sport
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