The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 120, 5 February 2013
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Spring Online, 22- 26 April 2013
http://digitalunite.com/spring-online/registering-event?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Digital+Unite+Ltd&utm_campaign=2085867_January+2013+newsletter&dm_i=13LU,18PGR,5MZA29,47A5I,1 
(Source: email from Digital Unite)

“Spring Online is our award-winning, national campaign to help older people and other less confident users to understand, explore and enjoy digital technology.”

Register and event at the above weblink.

Welsh Librarian of the Year Award/Llyfrgellydd Cymraeg y Flwyddyn

http://www.cilip.org.uk/news-media/Pages/news130129.aspx
(Source: email from Stephen Gregory, CILIP Wales)

“The new Welsh Librarian of the Year Award recognises and celebrates the contribution of librarians and information professionals to contemporary society in Wales and beyond. Awarded to an individual librarian or information professional, this award champions the achievements, impacts and innovation of those who make a significant difference to either the communities which they serve or to the profession in Wales. The Award is administered by the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals in Wales, and is sponsored by SirsiDynix – worldwide library technology specialists.”

Nominations should be submitted by Thursday 28 March 2013. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

State of children’s rights in England
http://www.crae.org.uk/assets/files/s%20Rights%202012.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 25 Jan 2013)
In its latest annual review, the Children’s Rights Alliance for England notes that there have been some improvements, but also “warns that too many children are still dying from preventable abuse or neglect. It also advises that Britain will be breaking international law unless it introduces an immediate ban on smacking, warns that a government drive to reduce red tape and regulation could put children at risk and says that at ten, the current age of criminal responsibility is too low. It also argues that the government should make changes to ensure that 17 year-olds are treated as juveniles by the police.”
The H.E. handbook for care leavers
http://www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk/pages/the-h.e-handbook.html
New edition just out, and available to download:

England: http://www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk/data/files/H.E._Handbook_England_Jan_2013.pdf
Scotland: http://www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk/data/files/H.E._Handbook_Scotland_Jan_2013.pdf 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Get Into Reading” groups in Devon
http://www.devon.gov.uk/getintoreading
(Source: email from Colin Bray, Devon Libraries)

Launch of new service: “The library service is working in partnership with The Reader Organisation to host 12 Get Into Reading groups across the county starting the week commencing 21st January 2013.”
Cancer care support and information
http://www.devon.gov.uk/cancerinfo
(Source: email from Colin Bray, Devon Libraries)

“Devon Libraries are working in partnership with the Peninsula Cancer Network, Macmillan, CAB, North Devon District Hospital and FORCE to offer a range of cancer information and support for people in North Devon. The libraries directly involved are Barnstaple, Bideford, Holsworthy and Ilfracombe. 
These libraries all offer special book collections about cancer along with staff support when possible to access and use online information such as the Macmillan website and NHS Choices.” 
First incomplete field guide to wellbeing in libraries
http://librarywales.org/fileadmin/documents/toolkit/Marketing/Get_Libraries/Wellbeing_in_Libraries_ENGLISH_FINAL.pdf
(Source: Public Library News, 24 Jan 2013)

Really useful series of case studies that “show the invaluable work public library staff are doing to support the health and wellbeing of the people of Wales.”
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Easy News
http://www.unitedresponse.org.uk/press/campaigns/easy-news/ 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Easy News is the first newspaper designed to be accessible for people with learning disabilities”. 
Migration issues – News 
“Reach In”
http://www.hact.org.uk/reach-in-for-refugees 
(Source: email from Gilles Herail, HACT)

HACT is recruiting Housing Providers and UK-based refugees for volunteer work placements in the housing sector. Online and written applications are now being accepted for Reach In Volunteers. Recruitment is aimed at refugees looking for volunteer work positions in the housing sector in London, Greater Manchester or Birmingham. 
More about Reach In
Reach In helps refugees and asylum seekers with the right to work in the UK improve their skills and employability – by gaining vital experience within the housing sector. The programme also offers all participants an opportunity to attain a Level 2 Certificate in Housing Practice in partnership with the Chartered Institute of Housing.

Help us spread the word! 

Please click to access the promotional flyer (a printable PDF file) that you can place in your local community or refugee centre.  It would be really great if you can also pass the information in this email on to friends or colleagues who might find this programme of interest. An application is available to download from the HACT website. Visit our dedicated webpage [above] to download the application and find out more about the programme.

What next? Anyone interested in applying or that has any further questions about Reach In can contact Marcelle.Dopwell@hact.org.uk or call 020 7250 8505. 
3rd Revision of UK Citizenship Test announced for release in March

http://lifeintheuk.net/index.php/news/3rd_revision_of_uk_citizenship_test_announced_for_release_in_march/ 
Just in case you missed the media coverage of this …

“Publication of the long-awaited 3rd revision of the UK Citizenship test has been announced by the Immigration Minister, Mark Harper MP. The new test will be launched on 25 March 2013 and this latest version of the test will be the first update to the materials since 2007.”
Languages mapped: what do people speak where you live?”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2013/jan/30/languages-mapped-england-wales-census?CMP=twt_gu
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Interactive map showing languages spoken in different parts of England and Wales – for example, I looked at Exeter (by entering a postcode, then clicking on the map) and got a breakdown of 17 languages spoken/not spoken in the area, and the percentages of people speaking them).

Very useful resource for planning services.

“Polish is second most spoken language in England …”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/polish-is-second-most-spoken-language-in-england-as-census-reveals-140000-residents-cannot-speak-english-at-all-8472447.html 

Also drawn from the 2011 Census, this article highlights the number of Polish speakers in England.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Crimestoppers join fight against human trafficking by tackling forced labour exploitation”
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/media-centre/news-releases/2013/crimestoppers-join-fight-against-human-trafficking-6514741
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Crime fighting charity Crimestoppers is today [21 Jan 2013] launching a campaign to fight human trafficking by encouraging the UK public to pass on information about forced labour exploitation anonymously.”

“Manchester, Boston, Croydon: what can they contribute to the national conversation on migration?”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2013/01/manchester-boston-croydon-what-can-they-contribute-national-conversation-migration?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=5b3dab865f-MRN_News_28_Jan_2013&utm_medium=email  

(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 28 Jan 2013)

Interesting blog-post which argues that more use should be made of available info at the local level (from the 2011 Census and local-level reports) to create evidence-based, community advocacy to inform the national debate on migration.
“The government response to the A2 debate is doing more harm than good”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2013/02/government-response-a2-debate-doing-more-harm-good 
(Source: Migrants Rights Network Weekly Immigration News, 4 Feb 2013)

Useful critique of the latest immigration numbers furore. 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Launch of the universal offers
http://www.goscl.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Launch-of-the-Universal-Offers-Media-Pack.pdf 
Just in case you haven’t seen the full SCL document … 
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
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