The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 118, 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Enquiry
Books, magazines and/or newspapers in Nepalese
Elaine Bradshaw (Reading Libraries) has emailed to ask if any of the other list members know of a UK-based supplier who can provide books, magazines and/or newspapers in Nepalese – especially magazines & newspapers. Elaine says:
“I know about Bright Books for purchase and loans, and Grant & Cutler at Foyle’s for dictionaries. Alternatively, has anyone had experience in ordering direct from Nepal?”
Can you help? Please email john@nadder.org.uk if you can.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Austerity in the UK”
http://www.jrf.org.uk/topic/austerity 
JRF has created “an online hub of information about austerity in the UK to highlight the experiences of people on low incomes as they cope with the impact of policy changes and austerity measures.”
Arts Alliance Evidence Library

http://artsevidence.org.uk/ 

(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 283, 21 December 2012)

“The Evidence Library is an online library housing the key research and evaluation documents on the impact of arts-based projects, programmes and interventions within the Criminal Justice System.

It is searchable by arts organisations, evaluation organisations, artforms and many more categories: enter the Library and search the sections for the evidence you want.”

Includes, eg an evaluation of the work of the Writers in Prison Network, see: http://artsevidence.org.uk/evaluations/wipn-eval-2011/. 

“Access to books at home linked to high literacy rates among children”

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2012/1231/1224328280500.html
(Source: Public Libraries News, 2 Jan 2013)

Interesting brief article from the Irish Times, reporting the results of the PIRLS International Results in Reading research (see: http://timss.bc.edu/pirls2011/international-results-pirls.html). 
Supporting the ‘hard to reach’: Kensington Children’s Centre

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-supporting-%E2%80%98hard-reach%E2%80%99-kensington-children%E2%80%99s-centre
Useful brief outline of the work developed by this Liverpool Children’s Centre to meet the needs of people who are deemed “hard to reach”.

The Prince’s Trust youth index 2013 
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/pdf/youth-index-2013.pdf 

(Source: email from the Prince’s Trust, 2 Jan 2013)

Just in case you haven’t seen any of the media coverage of this, the latest Index has found, amongst other things, that one in ten young people feel they cannot cope with day-to-day life, and that young people not in employment, education or training are more than twice as likely to feel unable to cope as their peers.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Lincolnshire Libraries joins Mood-Boosting Books scheme
http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/residents/discover-libraries/health-and-wellbeing/mood-boosting-books/ 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
Brief info about Lincolnshire’s joining The Reading Agency programme (see: http://dev.readingagency.org.uk/adults/quick-guides/reading-for-health/). 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Between a rock and a hard place: the dilemma facing refused asylum seekers
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/Refugee%20Council%20Between%20a%20Rock%20and%20a%20Hard%20Place%2010.12.12.pdf 

New report from the Refugee Council, which provides valuable background info to services we may be providing/planning.
“The UN states there are 15 million refugees worldwide. Many of these people have fled serious human rights abuses in their own countries, including torture, sexual violence, and forced conscription at the hands of both government and militia groups. Among the countries that a high number of people have fled from in Africa in recent years are the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan and Zimbabwe, producing millions of refugees between them over the last 10 years. This report discusses the human rights abuses that have been reported in these countries which cause refugees to continue to flee, and mean those who have already left fear returning. Many people from these countries have sought asylum in the UK over the last decade, and many have had their claims refused.” [p6]

Migration review 2012/13
http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2012/12/IPP_Migration_2012-13_v3_10111.pdf
(Source: ippr Newsletter, 4 Jan 2013)

This briefing reviews the migration trends and policy changes in 2012 and looks forward to possible developments in 2013. 

The summary (http://www.ippr.org/publication/55/10111/migration-review-201213) says:

“In 2013, we expect:

· Further significant falls in non-EU student immigration

· Continued steady declines in non-EU immigration for work and family reasons

· A modest increase in immigration from the EU

· A small increase in asylum claims

· Rising net emigration by UK nationals, and modest increases in emigration by non-EU nationals

The briefing shows that net migration will fall to around 140,000 next year, following a fall of over 25% in the year to March 2012. But net migration will begin to rise again in 2014, although final figures for that year will not be available until after the 2015 General Election.”

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Branches of opportunity
http://www.nycfuture.org/images_pdfs/pdfs/BranchesofOpportunity.pdf
(Source: email from John Pateman)

Fascinating report on the New York City public library system, which argues that: 

“Although they are often thought of as cultural institutions, the reality is that the public libraries are a key component of the city’s human capital system. With roots in nearly every community across the five boroughs, New York’s public libraries play a critical role in helping adults upgrade their skills and find jobs, assisting immigrants assimilate, fostering reading skills in young people and providing technology access for those who don’t have a computer or an Internet connection at home.” [p3]

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Places for All?”
http://placesforall.co.uk/homepage.html
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Fascinating oral history project in Peterborough: “In this project we bring together pictures, words, film and theatre drawn from Peterborough residents’ stories.”
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