The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 117, 18 December 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

“EDF call for evidence: Public Sector Equality Duty review”
(Source: EDF eNewsletter, 10 December 2012)

“In order to respond to the Government’s review of the Public Sector Equality Duty, the Equality and Diversity Forum (EDF) is collecting details of examples of where the Equality Duty has worked well in local areas or within a specific authority.

EDF is particularly looking for examples which show how the Equality Duty has enabled a public body to operate more efficiently and effectively. Examples may be small or large so long as they show how the Equality Duty has led or contributed to beneficial change such as a better targeted or more cost-effective service.
Please email your examples in any format to info@edf.org.uk or gay.moon@edf.org.uk …” 
Funding & Opportunities

Travellers Aid Trust
http://travellersaidtrust.org/ 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 26 Nov-7 Dec 2012)
 “The Trust is delighted to announce that a new grants program for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller groups will be launching in January 2013 and will run for two years. Although the Trust has spent out its own asset, TAT have been asked to delivery a grants program on behalf of the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. This grants program is aimed at skilling up young people, work with offenders and improving literacy. More information on the grants program (along with application forms) will be available from our website at the end of the year.”
Equality Act 2010
Review of the Public Sector Equality Duty

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/equality-act/equality-duty/equality-duty-review/ 
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 29 November 2012)

 “On 15 May 2012, the Home Secretary announced a review of the Public Sector Equality Duty, as part of the outcome of the Red Tape Challenge spotlight on equalities. Further details of the review, including members of the independent steering group appointed to oversee the review, were published on 28 November 2012. The review is expected to be completed by April 2013.”
Doreen Lawrence OBE and Dr Richard Stone, OBE wrote an open letter to the Prime Minister about this review – see: http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/PSED-letter-to-party-leaders-November-2012-revised-final-27-11-12.pdf. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Research into Roma, Gypsy and Traveller artefacts and records held in the UK
http://www.romaroutes.eu/countries/uk/
(Source: email from Kate Stuart)

“As part of the Roma Routes EU funded project we have researched the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller items that are held in the UK’s museums, libraries and archives. There are over 300,000 Gypsies in the UK and they have lived in this country for over 500 years. This research collates in one place those organisations which hold material relevant to this community.”

Scroll down the webpage to find this terrific resource!
“Getting out to get in(clusive)”
http://www.webjunction.org/documents/webjunction/Getting_Out_Get_Inclusive.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads 
(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, December 2012)

Interesting article which explores what outreach is, and gives some good practice examples.

“Opening up Archives – Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives”
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/tower-hamlets.htm
(Source: TNA Archives Sector News, December 2012)

Brief description of a partnership between Tower Hamlets and a local Bengali cultural heritage organisation, the Swadhinata Trust, which set up a one-year traineeship “to develop new collections and engage with local community audiences which are currently underrepresented in the archive”. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The Coalition Government and income inequality: the half term report
http://www.onesociety.helencross.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Half-Term-Report.pdf
(Source: Among Equals, Equality Trust, November 2012)

Assessment by One Society of the progress made by the Coalition. Includes interesting articles by Kate Pickett, Stewart Lansley, etc.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Racism is still a ‘significant issue’ in Wales, warns new report”
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/2012/11/23/racism-is-still-a-significant-issue-in-wales-warns-new-report-91466-32289341/
(Source: IRR News, 23-29 November 2012)

Brief outline of new report (by Heaven Crawley) looking at evidence of racism in Wales.
“Your Work Health”
http://www.yourworkhealth.com/
(Source: email from Andrew Russell)

Full of excellent advice for employees and employers and set up by a collaboration of bodies such as the TUC, Royal College of Practitioners, British Association of Occupational Therapists, MS Society etc.

Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Disability in Time and Place”
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/discover/people-and-places/disability-history/ 
English Heritage have just launched a “major new online disability history resource. Working with disabled people and specialists in disability history, English Heritage demonstrates how disabled people have had a major influence on many well known and less well-known buildings that we see every day. From medieval churches built with Lepers’ squints to meeting places for the first disabled self-help groups in the early 20th century, you can explore the history of hundreds of buildings telling the story of disabled people’s lives …”

“Are your print disabled learners needlessly missing out?”
(Source: email to sixsteps@jiscmail.ac.uk from Alistair McNaught, JISC TechDis Service)
Apologies for including such a lengthy piece, but this is an important reminder.

“Millions of library users across the UK are entitled to free high quality text-to-speech on every library PC but many library services 
· don't know about it,
· haven't installed it or
· haven't told users about it.

 

In a nutshell, this is what you need to know:

· Inbuilt text-to-speech functionality is already available on some mainstream software, for example Adobe reader has "read out loud" facility and Office 2010 has built in “Speech” option to read out selected text. 

· Even when text-to-speech functionality isn't built-in, simple plug-ins can enable it - for example, older versions of Word can be text-to-speech enabled using the free WordTalk plug in. The Chrome web browser has a free ChromeSpeak plug-in which will allow text selected on a webpage to be read out.

· Free stand-alone text-to-speech tools like DSpeech and Balabolka can be used to either read text out loud or save it as an MP3 for later listening via mobile phone etc.

 

So the text-to-speech functionality is already available for free. The other half of the text-to-speech equation is having a decent quality voice. The free tools listed above will use whatever default voices are available on your operating system. Normally these are the Windows voices which vary in quality and are usually American accented. However, for people wanting to use high quality British voices the following options are available depending on where in the country you are.

 

In England, all libraries that are part of a post 16 learning providers (for example College or University library) or are delivering adult learning via UK online centres et cetera are eligible to download and install the JISC TechDis voices Jess and Jack across their networks. See www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/voices for more information.

In Scotland, all library services are entitled to download and install the Scottish voices Heather and Stuart across their networks. See http://www.thescottishvoice.org.uk/Download/ for more information.

In Wales, all library services are entitled to download and install the Welsh voices Geraint and Gwyneth for reading Welsh language media - http://welsh.ivona.com/.

Unfortunately, at the moment there are no free high quality Irish accented voices available for the public sector.

 

So, for no licensing or software cost, the majority of UK library services could have high quality text-to-speech across the entire network which could make a tangible difference for people accessing text in digital format through library PCs. Maybe this could be one of your New Year resolutions for your service …”
 

Migration issues – News 
“Census data on migration in England and Wales – summary of key points”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2012/census-data-migration-england-and-wales-summary-key-points?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=f136863c1c-MRN_News_17_Dec_2012&utm_medium=email
(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network Weekly Update, 17 December 2012)

The Migrants’ Rights Network have produced a useful roundup of the headline points from the census, and also provided a link to more info on The Migration Observatory site: http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/hot-topic-census-2011. 
See also: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/what-we-do/FOI/foi-requests/people-and-places/statistics-on-polish-immigrants-according-to-lfs-2005/index.html for the latest info on numbers of Polish people in the UK.
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