The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 115, 13 November 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Additional funding made available for “Flying Start”
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/childrenyoungpeople/parenting/help/flyingstart/?lang=en
(Source: NCB 4 Nations Child Policy E-brief, 119, October 2012) 

The Welsh Government has announced £19 million investment to support the expansion of the “Flying Start” programme across Wales. (“Flying Start” is the Welsh Government targeted Early Years programme for families with children under 4 years of age in some of the most deprived areas of Wales.) 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

EmployAbility
http://www.220soft.com/220softdemo/screenability/indexEmp.html
(Source: email from John Snowden, 220 Soft Ltd)

EmployAbility is “A self-scoring system to check candidates’ strengths and weaknesses for the employment market” – the demo can be found at the above weblink.

John has outlined the programme as follows:

“There are two areas ("Active" and "Passive") split into different sections. The "Active" program checks their levels on Time Management, Communication, Following Instructions, Control and Teamwork, areas that are vital to achieve and sustain employment.

 

The "Passive" program checks aspects of confidence levels for the necessary personality traits for job skills that can be mentored. This evaluation covers Self Awareness, Positive Image, Motivation, Decisions and Problem Solving.

 

People are able to complete each evaluation up to four times so that a ‘Progression of EmployAbility’ can be demonstrated.

 

Printed Tests can also be produced and the results can be inputted very quickly to produce the electronic reviews and reports ...

Reviews are for each evaluation taken by a client, and the Reports will show all Tests taken by an individual.”

 

It provides:

· Full human English speech

· Open access

· Backgrounds and fonts for dyslexic requirements.

 

Prices for an Annual site licence of EmployAbility start from £550 + VAT dependant upon number of clients. 

 

Further info from John Snowden, 220 Soft Ltd, 111 Kingsleigh Road, Heaton Mersey, Stockport SK4 3PH 

Tel: 0161 355 6020

Email: john@220soft.co.uk/ 

Silver Comedy
http://silvercomedy.co.uk/
(Source: email from George Baddeley, Silver Comedy)

“Silver Comedy is a social enterprise that uses interactive comedy to enhance the lives of older people by increasing well being, developing new skills and increasing social inclusion. We work primarily with older people in social housing and care homes and in the voluntary sector. We are developing a nationwide network of professional comedians, fully trained in our methods and techniques, to support our work.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Heart disease deaths halve – but only if you live in the South”
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/heart-disease-deaths-halve-but-only-if-you-live-in-the-south-8281292.html
Newspaper report of new research which shows the growing ‘health gap’: “A map charting the death rate from heart disease and stroke across England by electoral wards shows the stark difference between communities and between the healthy and wealthy South and the poor and sickly North.”

Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Six Steps JISCMAIL list
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=SIXSTEPS
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB)

Wendy emailed to say: “We have set up a Six Steps JISCMAIL list for sharing information and best practice and to post questions. Membership is open to anyone involved in providing library services to blind and partially sighted people.”


Just a reminder that the Society of Chief Librarians and Share the Vision have called on all public libraries to commit to the Six Steps programme – see: http://www.goscl.com/six-steps-to-library-services-for-blind-and-partially-sighted-people/. 

From next Spring, The Network will be running a series of workshops, supported by STV, looking at engaging with the Six Steps and also preparing for Make A Noise In Libraries fortnight – further info will be available shortly. 

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Out in the open: a manifesto for change
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/
(Source: Equality and Human Rights News October 2012)

Following the publication of Hidden in plain sight (http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sight-the-inquiry-final-report/) a year ago, this report sets out “revised recommendations for action over the next five years. These have been developed following consultation with a large number of government, national and local bodies who have helped refine and nuance the recommendations to make sure that they work, and to ensure that those organisations own them.”

Available in Word and as a pdf, as well as in an Easy-read format. 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Showcasing disability best practice
http://www.equalityni.org/archive/pdf/ShowcasingDisabilityPublication(FINAL).pdf
(Source: Equality Commission ezine October 2012)

The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a new publication in partnership with Employers for Disability and the Department for Employment & Learning, which highlights the practical steps local employers are taking to boost employment opportunities for disabled people.

Migration issues – News 
Inquiry into asylum support for children and young people
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/tcs/briefing_-_inquiry_into_asylum_support_for_children_and_young_people_final_0.pdf
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

The former children's minister Sarah Teather MP has launched a Parliamentary Inquiry into Asylum Support for Children and Young People in the UK. Briefing and further info at above weblink.

“Children 'with no state' in UK”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-20186588
(Source: Children & Young People Now Daily, 5 November 2012)

Further info about this BBC research which suggests that “Hundreds of children living rough in London and other cities may have no nationality …”

“Backlog of immigration cases is 'out of control' as MP reveals it is the size of Iceland’s population”

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/backlog-of-immigration-cases-is-out-of-control-as-mp-reveals-it-is-the-size-of-icelands-population-8298240.html
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 327, 12 November 2012)

“The number of outstanding asylum and immigration cases rose by 25,000 in three months and is “spiralling out of control”, making the total caseload the equivalent of the population of Iceland, an MP has said.

More than 300,000 cases needed to be dealt with at the end of June, nine per cent more than at the end of March …”

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Round the World in Bedford”
http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.local_information/asian_bedford.htm
(Source: email from Sally Heard, Bedford Central Library)

Updated info on the Library website about African Caribbean Bedford, Asian Bedford and European Bedford, each giving info about art and music; country information; books, films and newspapers; languages; religion and festivals; culture and heritage; connections; facts and figures.

“Looking beyond our borders”
http://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/Looking_Beyond_Our_Borders.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads
(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, November 2012)

Interesting article about the Library Development Program, a public library initiative sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, currently working with 3,300 public libraries in small and rural communities across Poland.

Also has a link to a video, Open for All, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yEhfqajq8I&list=UUuhWrn2R-VXxv_Wdp5zuALg&index=5&feature=plcp. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Asylum seekers continue to be stigmatised by the British press”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2012/oct/31/asylum-seekers-stigmatised-british-press?CMP=twt_gu
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

Just in case you didn’t see this interesting article by the Red Cross.

Good ideas from successful cities: municipal leadership on immigrant integration

http://citiesofmigration.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Municipal_Report_UK_Snapshot.pdf 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 29 Oct- 9 Nov 2012) 

Selection of good practice case studies drawn together via Cities of Migration. 
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Statistical Digest of Rural England 2012 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/201209-rural-stats-digest.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 2 November 2012)

Useful summary of core statistics which those of you in rural areas may find valuable to support your case for developing/maintaining particular kinds of work. 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
World Habitat Awards
http://www.worldhabitatawards.org/
(Source: email from Isobel Ashford, Building and Social Housing Foundation)

Focused on housing, these awards include some good examples of inclusion, intergenerational work, work with migrant workers, etc.
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