The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 111, 14 September 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

The Happy Museum: New £60,000 Commission Fund announced

http://www.happymuseumproject.org/blogs/new-60000-commission-fund-announced
(Source: email from Museums Association, 12 Sept 2012)

The fund offers grants of between £6,000 and £20,000 for projects that "demonstrate how building links between sustainability and wellbeing can leave a legacy of cultural change within their organisations and communities".

The deadline for receipt of applications by hard copy and email is 12 noon on 5 October 2012.
“The top 10 funding application errors”
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/bulletin/third_sector_fundraising_bulletin/article/1143212/the-top-10-funding-application-errors/?DCMP=EMC-CONThirdSectorFundraising
(Source: Sounddelivery Digital Update, Sept 2012)

Very useful brief blog which highlights common problems.
Equality Act 2010
Two steps forward, one step back …
http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Two-steps-forward-one-step-back.pdf
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 12 Sept 2012)

Report from the TUC, arguing that “the Coalition is dismantling our equality infrastructure”. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Education at a glance: OECD Indicators 2012 – United Kingdom
http://www.oecd.org/edu/EAG2012%20-%20Country%20note%20-%20United%20Kingdom.pdf
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

OECD have just published their major Education at a glance: highlights report (see: http://www.oecd.org/edu/highlights.pdf) which is worth looking at for an overall comparison of education across the world.

They have also published separate country findings – those for the UK are at the above weblink, and include some useful summaries, eg:
“The socio-economic composition of UK schools poses significant challenges for disadvantaged students as well as students with an immigrant background: 80% of students with an immigrant background attend schools with a high percentage of immigrant students. Even immigrant students with highly-educated mothers are more than twice as likely to be in disadvantaged schools as non-immigrant students.” [p1] 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Ethnic minority achievement
http://www.nasuwt.org.uk/consum/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=NASUWT_009865&RevisionSelectionMethod=latest&allowInterrupt=1   

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 318, 10 Sept 2012)
Report from the NASUWT:

“Since May 2010, the Coalition Government has pursued a policy of economic austerity in which cuts to public spending have been a key feature.

During that time, there has been a significant increase in feedback from teachers about reductions in the extent of provision of services to support ethnic minority achievement and pupils with English as an Additional Language.

Reports from school leaders, specialist staff working in schools and local authorities, and from classroom teachers of the scaling-back of services have become more frequent and have highlighted a growing range of concerns.”
A long division: closing the attainment gap in England’s secondary schools 

http://www.ippr.org/images/media/files/publication/2012/09/long%20division%20FINAL%20version_9585.pdf 
(Source: ippr Newsletter, 7 Sept 2012)

New report from ippr: “If England is to create a school system fit to compete on the world stage, it must focus on two related challenges: raising the performance of the lowest achievers and breaking the link between family income and educational achievement. The evidence from world-leading systems shows that excellence in education can only be achieved through having an equitable system. This paper has set out what it would take to achieve this aim. There is no magic bullet, but a combination of early years support to ensure every child starts school at the same level, coupled with sustained interventions at primary and secondary school to prevent falling behind, alongside a programme of continued school improvement, would ensure that the attainment gap between rich and poor would disappear.” [pp35-36]
Child poverty in 2012: it shouldn’t happen here
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/child_poverty_2012.pdf
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 7 Sept 2012)
This new report from Save the Children “highlights children's – as well as parents’ – experiences of living in a recession-hit UK and the extent to which poverty is blighting lives ... Save the Children argues that witnessing the financial worries of their parents is placing an impossible burden on children, when they should be concentrating on school and their future careers.”
Silent voices: supporting children and young people affected by parental alcohol misuse
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_619
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

“The misuse of alcohol by parents negatively affects the lives and harms the wellbeing of more children than does the misuse of illegal drugs. Yet too often, parental alcohol misuse is not taken as seriously, in spite of alcohol being addictive, easier to obtain, and legal. The effects of parents’ alcohol misuse on children may be hidden for years, whilst children try both to cope with the impact on them, and manage the consequences for their families. 
We are publishing this review to draw attention to what children say about the problem.” [p4]
Be bothered! Making education count for young carers

http://www.family-action.org.uk/uploads/documents/Be%20Bothered!%20Make%20Education%20Count%20for%20Young%20Carers.pdf
(Source: NCB Membership Newsletter, Sept 2012)

New report from Family Action, which highlights some of the problems young carers face in school if teachers are unaware of their caring responsibilities. The report also offers solutions and recommendations for school, local authorities and Government. 

Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Using Southend Library”
http://www.seapn.org.uk/innovation.asp?page_id=90&blog_id=2&entry_id=780&page=1 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
Working with the local community and other Council partners, Southend Libraries are launching a new guide to the library, co-written by and aimed at people with learning disabilities. 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Capitalising on the Paralympic Spirit – how books can help to build on our kids’ increased awareness of disability”
http://www.playingbythebook.net/2012/09/11/capitalising-on-the-paralympic-spirit-how-books-can-help-to-build-on-our-kids-increased-awareness-of-disability/ 
(Source: email from Anne Harding)

Guest blog by Alexandra Strick on the “Playing by the book” website, which argues that “children’s books featuring positive images of disabled people have the ability to create much the same effect on their audience [as the Paralympic Games] – and more. I think they can really help our children to see disability in a different way.”
The website also has a monthly feature, “I’m looking for a book about …”; the September entry is about children’s books featuring characters with a disability, see: http://www.playingbythebook.net/2012/09/10/im-looking-for-a-book-featuring-characters-with-a-disability/. 
RNIB’s Young People webpages launched
http://www.rnib.org.uk/livingwithsightloss/copingwithsightloss/youngpeople/Pages/young_people.aspx
(Source: NCB Membership Newsletter, Sept 2012)

“Are you under 25? On these webpages you'll find information on a wide range of issues that are important to blind and partially sighted young people. 

This section of the RNIB website has been co-designed and reviewed by young people across the UK. It includes a variety of individual experiences, case studies and information from young people at each stage of their lives.” 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
People of African descent in Europe: a UKREN Briefing Paper – June 2012
http://www.ukren.org/uploads/Black%20Europeans%20Briefing%20Paper%20Summer%202012.pdf
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 10 Sept 2012)

Very useful briefing paper; estimates suggest that there were 7 million people of African descent living in Europe in 2011.

Britain’s ‘70 Million’ debate: a primer on reducing immigration to manage population size
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/migobs/Report%20-%2070%20million%20debate.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 10 Sept 2012)

After calls to limit the UK population to 70 million via strict curbs on immigration, “the Migration Observatory has prepared this report to address key questions surrounding migration and population growth in the UK. The report is designed to inform policy makers, journalists, civil society groups and other interested parties ahead of the parliamentary debate.”
“Animated stories of child refugees”
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/howwehelp/directly/children/videos
(Source: email from refed, see: http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

“In conjunction with the 18th birthday celebrations of the Refugee Council's Children's Section, who have been supporting refugee children since 1994, the Refugee Council has produced three short animations featuring child refugees sharing their own stories in their own words.”
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