The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 110, 6 September 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

NALD Futures Fund
http://www.nald.org/NALD+Futures+Fund 

(Source: email from NALD)
“[The National Association for Literature Development] is closing down. After fifteen years providing support of all kinds to the literature sector through our network we have decided to wind up our activities at the end of March 2013 and invest our remaining resources in the future.


We would like to receive applications from individuals and organisations for funding towards literature development projects that will have a benefit to the wider sector.”
The deadline for applications is 15 October 2012 and they will make the decisions by 15 November 2012; all projects need to be under way before 31 March 2013.
The Bell Foundation Awards

http://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/TheBellFoundationAwards/AbouttheBellFoundationAward/ 

(Source: Prisoners’ Education Trust Learning Matters, August 2012)
“The Bell Foundation is launching a new award of up to £3000, recognising exceptional work in changing the lives of prisoners. The award is available to an organisation or individual that has helped prisoners to overcome exclusion through improving their English literacy and language skills. The awards will run until midnight on 28 October 2012. To submit an entry, share ideas and to find out more about the work of the charity, visit the newly-launched website [above].”
Deadline for applications: 28 October 2012, Midnight. 

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Case Study: Everyone Connected, Everyone Informed in Minneapolis”
http://www.webjunction.org/documents/webjunction/Everyone_Connected_Minneapolis.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads
(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, Sept 2012)

Digital inclusion case study.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Changing attitudes to equality: key findings
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/research/changing-attitudes?view=Binary 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 317, 20 August 2012)

Important summary of research findings which show, for example, that:

· There is a broad consensus on equality values, but not attitudes

· UK society values equality as a concept

· People are likely to feel there is more prejudice than there actually is
· “Different people hold different levels of prejudice to various groups (Inter-group prejudice)

· Prejudice is not permanent and can be changed – Differences in prejudices are founded on beliefs, attitudes and feelings and so are open to influence, reconsideration and therefore are changeable.

· Why people feel discriminated against is changing – What people feel is the reason they are discriminated against appears to be changing over a short period of time. Colour/race and religion are now dominant reasons cited significantly more frequently than any other.”

· We often do not say what we really feel (self censorship)

· It is unclear whether government is driving, or responding to change in attitudes.

“No Second Night Out”

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2200466 

(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter, 22 August 2012)

“A further £3.5 million to 21 homelessness charities will support help and accommodation schemes for rough sleepers and extend the No Second Night Out initiative to eight more areas – Manchester, Plymouth, Great Yarmouth, North Devon, Taunton, Gloucestershire, Chichester and Worcestershire.”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Has multiculturalism failed in the UK? Not really”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/aug/10/multiculturalism-uk-research
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 317, 20 August 2012)

Interesting article in The Guardian, which draws on research carried out as part of the Ethnic Minority British Election Study 2009-2010
http://www.brin.ac.uk/news/2011/ethnic-minority-british-election-study-2009-2010-now-online/ to show that ‘multiculturalism’ in the UK hasn’t ‘failed’ as pundits keep suggesting.

“Almost a million young people are still NEET”

http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/9550/almost-a-million-young-people-are-still-neet
(Source: ippr Newsletter, 24 August 2012) 

Brief commentary on the latest NEET figures published on 22 August.

Statistics for Wales have just issued the latest NEET figures for Wales: “12.0 per cent of 16-18 year olds were NEET (13,600)”, http://wales.gov.uk/docs/statistics/2012/120725sb632012en.pdf.  

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Patient involvement in evaluating cancer books and DVDs
(Source: email from Sue Hawkins, Macmillan, to bibliotherapy@jiscmail.ac.uk)

“At Macmillan Cancer Support we encourage people affected by cancer to review cancer books and DVDs. Over 750 people with cancer, their carers, family members, friends and health professionals have so far reviewed over 200 books and DVDs about cancer. Reviewers tell us that they enjoy contributing in this way …

You can read all the reviews (some 2,500) on the Macmillan website by going to the online version of the Directory of Information Materials for People Affected by Cancer (http://publications.macmillan.org.uk/kbroker/macmillan/mid/asearch.jsp) and downloading the “Books and DVDs” listing from the home page*; this list has details of all the books and DVDs arranged by title with a link to a PDF of reviews for that resource. Alternatively, you can search the directory for a specific book or for books on a particular cancer. 

For further information about this project contact Sue Hawkins (shawkins@macmillan.org.uk) at Macmillan Cancer Support. We also use the reviews to compile our list of suggested cancer books for public libraries; the most recent edition (June 2012) is available from Anushka Maynard (amaynard@macmillan.org.uk) at Macmillan Cancer Support.”

*NB at the time of putting together the Ebulletin, this link wasn’t working properly (and Macmillan are aware of this); if you right click and use ‘Save Target As’ to save it to your PC, it should then open. 
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“From small acorns grow big oak trees...”
http://digitalunite.com/blog/small-acorns-grow-big-oak-trees 

(Source: email from Christina Burnett)
Article about the setting up of ‘Digital Tuesdays’, one of which (‘Digital Bazaar’) was shortlisted for the 2012 CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award.
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Quick wins … and missed opportunities 
http://www.rnib.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/healthsocialcare/Documents/Quickwins_report.pdf 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
Important new report from RNIB, subtitled How local authorities can work with blind and partially sighted people to build a better future, which ‘highlights the critical role that local councils and partners play in realising the aspirations of the UK Vision Strategy’ [p4].

Libraries get several mentions …
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Learning difficulty issues – Other Agencies 
Dyslexia spelling checker
http://www.abilitynet.org.uk/newsarticle115
http://www.lexable.com/news
(Source: Share The Vision Bulletin 118, 1 August 2012)

“The 2012 Technology4Good Accessibility Award organized by AbilityNet has been won by LexAble, a Welsh assistive software company, for its Global Autocorrect program. This enables people with dyslexia to concentrate on their writing without breaking their flow by worrying about their spelling. It was designed by the company’s founder who is a 24 year old graduate who is severely dyslexic.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Immigration and population growth in the UK
http://www.appgmigration.org.uk/sites/default/files/APPG-Migration_Population_Briefing-Aug-2012.pdf
(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network News, 3 Sept 2012)

Ahead of the debate on Population Growth in Parliament, the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Migration has published a briefing paper which addresses the key points of the immigration and population debate.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
The importance of contact: children’s attitudes towards refugees
http://www.employabilityforum.co.uk/documents/Theimportanceofcontact-children'sattitudestorefugees.pdf
“Over the last 3 academic years our volunteers have met with over 5,000 children in over 100 schools across 26 London boroughs and we have been monitoring the impact this interaction has had on children’s attitudes towards refugees. This report sets out some of the reasons schools see this interaction as important and the impact that this has had on children in London schools.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The role of the public library in promoting community resilience: an autoethnographic study
http://dagda.shef.ac.uk/dispub/dissertations/2010-11/External/DGrace_090125616.pdf
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“… communities are facing increasing threats from disasters precipitated by a host of factors, including climate change, economic collapse, and energy insecurity. In the face of such problems, communities must adopt strategies that build resilience, giving them the capacity to adapt positively to these changes. My Masters dissertation explores the role that public libraries might play in this process. It is a relatively new area of research, but one that is attracting an increasing amount of interest … and one that seems vital to pursue if we are to ensure that public libraries remain relevant in a rapidly changing world.” (Taken from: http://www.voicesforthelibrary.org.uk/wordpress/?p=2647) 

“Norwich is England's first UNESCO City of Literature”
http://www.writerscentrenorwich.org.uk/unescocityofliterature.aspx
(Source: CILIP Update, Aug 2012)

Just in case you haven’t seen this great news – and the important role of the Millennium Library is stressed.
“Library Songwriters: Skipton Rewind Club and the University of Missouri”
http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/tlmaugust2012.pdf
The latest issue of Teen Librarian Monthly includes a report by Anne Harding and John Vincent of a seminar in York, which featured the CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award winners.

There is also a terrific write-up of the visit by Sian on the Rewind blog: http://rewindpresents.wordpress.com/2012/08/08/a-rewind-trip-to-york/.

“Core Library Value: Tools for telling it over and over”
http://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/Core_Library_Value_Tools.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads 

(Source: WebJunction Crossroads, Sept 2012)

Useful round-up of US library advocacy tools.
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