The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 109, 13 August 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

BIG's New Fund to Support People with Multi Needs in England

http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/Default.aspx?WCI=htmHome&WCU=CBC=View,DSCODE=J4BGR3,NEWSITEMID=252-N44142,SOURCE=NEWSL
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter, 1 August 2012)

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has launched a new £100 million fund that is intended to support people with multi and complex needs in 15 targeted areas of England. The targeted areas are:

· Birmingham

· Blackpool

· Brighton & Hove, Eastbourne and Hastings

· Bristol

· Great Yarmouth

· Liverpool

· London Boroughs of Camden, Islington, Lambeth, Lewisham and Southwark

· Manchester

· Newcastle and Gateshead

· Nottingham

· Plymouth

· Stoke-on-Trent

· Tees Valley (including Middlesbrough)

· West Yorkshire.

MA in Community Cohesion Management
(Source: email from ICOCO)
“The new intake of the University of Coventry’s highly regarded MA in Community Cohesion Management qualification for professional and practitioners working on community relations and cohesion has its first meeting in London on the 18th September 2012. 

There are still places and it’s not too late to join!

This will be of interest to anyone working or seeking to work in a community-focused organisation or relevant public service sector. This qualification is specially designed to improve your performance and personal effectiveness in identifying what brings communities together and fosters cohesion. It is adapting to reflect the new agendas of localism and decentralization, and will use special session to assess the realities and consequences of the austere economic conditions of our time.”
Further info from: Prof Mike Hardy, mike.hardy@coventry.ac.uk.
 

“Refugee Voices needed for ‘Turning 18’ Storytelling Project”
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 7 August 2012)
”To celebrate the 18th birthday of our Children’s Section, Refugee Council are teaming up with Penguin Audiobooks and Channel 4 for a digital storytelling project that looks aims to raise both awareness and vital funds for our work. The project aims to use this milestone to collect a range stories which reflect the myriad of Refugee voices in the UK and what ‘turning 18’ means (or meant) to them. 

To get the project started we are looking for refugees and asylum seekers (at all stages of process) who would be happy to attend an author-led workshop at Penguin’s HQ. Here they will spend the day working on a short piece of creative writing around the theme of ‘Turning 18’. There is no age range for this project and we really need a mix of nationalities and gender. We would also especially like to hear from any LGBT people who fled their country of origin on the grounds of their sexuality. 

The date for this workshop is has not been confirmed yet, but if you are interested in the project, or know anyone else who might be, then please contact ben.latham@refugeecouncil.org.uk for more details by Wednesday 22nd August. 

Complete anonymity for all participants can be provided on request. Travel expenses will be covered and food and drink will be served throughout the day.”
Equality Act 2010
Banning age discrimination in services: an overview for service providers and customers
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/equality-act-publications/equality-act-guidance/age-discrimination-ban?view=Binary
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 10 August 2012)

The Government Equalities Office has just published this useful guide to the Age area of the Equality Act. “The ban on age discrimination in services starts on 1 October 2012. With some exceptions, it will apply to any person or organisation that is:
· providing (or refusing to provide) goods, facilities or services to another; 

· carrying out (or refusing to carry out) a public function for another; 

· running an “association” like a private members club.” [p1]
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“The Engaged and Embedded Library: Moving from talk to action”

http://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/Engaged_Embedded_Library.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=Crossroads 
WebJunction have pulled together a range of US resources on libraries’ role in community engagement. 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Inequality and the 2011 England riots
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/docs/inequality-and-the-riots.pdf 
(Source: email from the Equality Trust)
The Trust’s latest Research Digest looks at the key findings of the Government’s Riots, Communities and Victims Panel and links them to inequality.
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
Britain in Bloom transforming local communities
http://www.rhs.org.uk/Gardening/Community-gardening/pdf/Britain-in-Bloom-Impact-Report
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Interesting report that shows how Britain in Bloom has changed its focus – and is demonstrating its social impact.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Inequalities in health outcomes and how they might be addressed
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_592
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 3 August 2012)
The Children’s “Commissioner calls on society to make a real determination to close gaps and iron out inequalities.”
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Mental Health Strategy for Scotland: 2012-2015
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00398762.pdf
New Strategy highlights the commitment to “… reducing variation in the availability of good quality mental health services such as intensive home treatment and first episode psychosis services. We will build on the prevention agenda, with a greater focus on the first years of life. We will target key connections between mental health and other policy areas such as employment, justice and early years services, where mental health has a large contribution to make.” [p1]
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

What works in reducing inequalities in child health? Companion website
http://www.policypress.co.uk/resources/roberts/furtherreading.asp?  

(Source: Policy Press e-Newsletter, August 2012)

Policy Press have set up a companion website to the second edition of this key title – the site includes further reading, online resources, and policy reports, as well as info about sources of good evidence.
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Including the Excluded”
http://www.hiddenlives.org.uk/including_the_excluded/about.html 
(email from Janine Stanford, Wellcome Trust Project Archivist)
“The Children's Society Records and Archives Centre was recently commissioned by the National Cataloguing Grants Programme for Archives to open up access to The Children’s Society’s records relating to the care of disabled children. The Children's Society is happy to announce that the project, entitled ‘Including the Excluded’, has now been completed … ‘Including the Excluded’ has opened up a range of records that were previously inaccessible, making them available for future research. The wealth of information that the records contain can help to explain what life was like for disabled children in The Children’s Society’s care over 100 years ago. It is a history that, until now, has remained unexplored.” 

Further information about the ‘Including the Excluded’ project and The Children’s Society’s work with disabled children, including a blog showcasing items found within the collection, at the above weblink. 

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Basque refugee children in Carshalton: 75th Anniversary” 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/38156052@N05/sets/72157630871663948/with/7703482942/
(Source: email from Kath Shawcross, Borough Archivist, Sutton, via archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

“This month is the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the Basque refugee children in Carshalton. To commemorate this we have produced an online display …” – see above weblink. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
The new geographies of racism: Peterborough
http://www.irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Peterborough.pdf
(Source: IRR News, 27 July-2 August 2012)

Latest in the series, this report looks at “a city which has experienced significant population change over the last decade, largely as a result of the expansion of the European Union and the migrant workers who have found employment in the city’s factories and agri-business industries. These same workers have been vilified as overrunning the city in a succession of national media investigations, yet today’s report finds that in fact there has been a range of violent attacks, largely unrecognised, against migrant workers and other BME communities.”

Fostering unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people

http://www.baaf.org.uk/bookshop/book_fostunaccompresearch 

(Source: email from BAAF)

“This research study details and examines the results of a census survey of four local authorities, collectively looking after over 2000 unaccompanied young people. Postal surveys and interviews were undertaken with a number of foster carers and young people to identify their experiences in placements, and a policy and practice study included focus groups to gather the views of social workers, young people and key stakeholders.”

NB Charged-for publication (£14.95).
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
School libraries in 2012 
http://www.sla.org.uk/blg-school-libraries-in-2012---the-sla-survey.php 
(Source: News from CILIP Youth Libraries Group, August 2012)

Just in case you haven’t seen this, the School Library Association has published the results of its survey – there is some gloomy news about the prospects for some schools, but also a real insight into the range of support that school libraries offer.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Association of Play Industries Community Hub
http://www.api-play.org/community-hub 
(Source: News from the Learning Exchange, 6 August 2012)

The API have just launched this resource which has material “for anyone interested in playgrounds and play, including schools, community groups and families.”
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