The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 108, 1 August 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Ageing Well Challenge Prize
http://www.nesta.org.uk/news_and_features/assets/features/ageing_well_challenge_prize
(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 1 Aug 2012)

“We are offering a prize for the innovation that can reduce the isolation and/or increase the mobility of vulnerable older people by providing new opportunities for communities to come together to give time, skills and resources.”

Closing date: noon 14 September 2012. 
LankellyChase Foundation – Promoting Change Network
http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/accessing_funding/funding_opportunities 

(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 1 Aug 2012)

“LankellyChase wants to form a funded network of 15-20 organisations who are working to transform the lives of people who face severe and multiple disadvantage. The network will promote the exchange of ideas and learning and the creation of a strong evidence base to show how positive interventions can be both transformational and cost effective. Applicant organisations should therefore be prepared to work in an open, problem solving way and to share their work with others.”

First stage deadline: 14 September 2012. 
Time to Change grants fund – 2nd round
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk/grants/ 

(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 1 Aug 2012)

 “Grants are available to not-for-profit organisations in England for projects that address mental health stigma and discrimination by bringing people with and without mental health problems together.”

Closing date: 2pm on Friday 21 September 2012. 

Request for prisoners' creative writing work 
(Source: Learning Matters, July 2012)

“Researchers at Liverpool John Moores University are currently seeking submissions of prose, poetry and life writing from prisoners for inclusion in an anthology of essays and creative writing, to be published by Headland in 2013. The anthology, which grows out of the Free to Write project (ran by Gareth Creer and funded by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation), will include essays about the history of creative writing in prisons, as well as pieces of original writing. If you are a writer or teacher currently working in a prison, and you would like more information about the project, and how to submit work, please contact Dr. Hannah Priest at h.k.priest@ljmu.ac.uk.”
Free audio-books for ex-prisoners
(Source: Learning Matters, July 2012)

“Listening Books is a charity that runs a postal and online audio-book library service for 20,000 members across the UK. Due to funding that the charity has received, membership is currently free to ex-prisoners who find reading print difficult.” For further info, see: http://www.listening-books.org.uk/library.aspx. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
BBC Skillswise. Reading groups: Enjoying books together 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/video/en39plea-v-reading-groups-enjoying-books-together 

(Source: email from Judith Robinson, Kirklees Libraries)

“The reading group is targeted at adults with skills for life issues and shows how libraries can engage with this group in a meaningful and positive way. Follow the link to hear Ron, Sue, Shaun and Sam talk about what the Friday reading group means to them and how they feel it has made a positive impact on their confidence and progression.”

Six Book Challenge – congratulations to Southend Libraries!

(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Today we received confirmation from The Reading Agency that Southend Libraries have received a “Silver Award” for reaching 107 Six Book Challenge completers in 2012.  

Although Southend Libraries appear on the nomination, this award would not have been achieved without the support of all our Southend Challenge community partners and Challenge participants – thank you so much.”

“The useful museum”
http://www.museumsassociation.org/maurice-davies-blog/31072012-useful-museum-maurice-davies?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=01082012 
Brief blog piece by Maurice Davies, which looks at the roles that museums can play – and which also serves as an introduction to the Museums 2020 consultation, see: http://www.museumsassociation.org/museums2020/23072012museums2020-consultation. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Radical scheme to rescue NEETs”
http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00212063/radical-scheme-to-rescue-neets
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 20 July 2012)

Launch of the ‘payment-by-results’ scheme with “charities and businesses given the go-ahead to prove they can turn young people’s lives around in exchange for cash.”

Local Authority “Fairness Commissions”

http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/?p=11858
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 31 July 2012)

“A number of Local authorities, including Newcastle, Islington, Liverpool and Sheffield, have established ‘Fairness Commissions’ looking at how to improve equality outcomes in their areas.”

This page has links to further info about the Commissions, and also to a Guardian article.

New learning from serious case reviews: a two year report for 2009-2011
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/RSG/AllPublications/Page1/DFE-RR226
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 30 July 2012)
This is the full report, shocking figures from which hit the headlines, eg “Around 85 children and young people die in England each year as a result of abuse or neglect …”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Skillswise – English and maths for adults
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Timely reminder of the resources available via Skillswise.

“Back to the future: racism still rules”

http://www.irr.org.uk/news/back-to-the-future-racism-still-rules/ 

(Source: IRR News, 13-19 July 2012)

Important analysis from the Institute of Race Relations of “how, from April to July, both Tory and Labour politicians have with media help been carrying the torch for populist, nationalist ideas and repressive racist immigration policies.”

“Storybook Dads” wins award
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-18578113
(Source: Learning Matters, July 2012)

Congratulations to Storybook Dads – the scheme won an e-inclusion award at the European Commission's Digital Agenda Assembly Conference in Brussels.

Muslims in London

Full report: http://www.soros.org/reports/muslims-london
Key findings & recommendations: http://www.soros.org/sites/default/files/muslims-london-findings-recommendations-20120715.pdf
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum eNewsletter, 31 July 2012)

Latest report from the “At Home in Europe” project, this document “offers the most up to date insight on how Muslims in one of London’s most diverse boroughs really feel about where they live and what’s stopping them from feeling they belong in Britain.

By engaging with communities and policymakers, local experts heading the research explored the primary concerns of Muslim residents in Waltham Forest. Issues addressed include education, employment, health, housing and social protection, citizenship and political participation, policing and security, media, belonging and identity.

The report acts on its findings by offering a series of recommendations for local and national authorities, Muslim communities and other minority groups, NGOs and community organizations, the media, and broader civil society.”

“Creating a generation of keen readers to tackle Britain's literacy crisis”
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-blogs-and-press/news/133/ 

(Source: ASCEL Update, July 2012)

Brief report on the joint summit on Reading for Enjoyment, co-organised by Booktrust, National Literacy Trust and The Reading Agency.
“Bright pupils from poor backgrounds lag two years behind rich”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-18644830
(Source: ASCEL Update, July 2012)

Report of new research from the Institute of Education, which suggests the gap between bright rich and poor children in England and Scotland is twice that of most other countries. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

No Health Without Mental Health: implementation framework
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/files/2012/07/No-Health-Without-Mental-Health-Implementation-Framework-Report-accessible-version.pdf 
New from DOH, this framework “sets out what employers, schools, businesses, local authorities, housing organisations, voluntary groups and health and care organisations can do to promote good mental health.”
The framework is in four parts: 

· Part one sets out what changes are needed to turn the strategy’s vision into reality. 

· Part two sets out how progress in implementing the strategy will be measured and reported. 

· Part three sets out what local organisations – both individually and collectively – can do to implement the strategy. 

· Part four sets out how local action will be aided by Government and other national organisations. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Young people’s views and experiences of GP services in relation to emotional and mental health 
http://www.right-here.org.uk/home/assets/pdf/young-people-views-experiences-gp-services-report.pdf
(Source: Paul Hamlyn Foundation Summer Newsletter)

Report from Brighton & Hove ‘Right Here’, which has found that “… only 52 per cent of young people say they are comfortable speaking to their GP about emotional and mental health issues, and 36 per cent say they are not comfortable. Many respondents also commented that they would like the option to see a GP who specialises in the mental health of young people.”

Further info about ‘Right Here’ at: http://www.right-here.org.uk/resource-centre/. 

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Embracing Diversity: add your own video”

http://www.bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/add-your-own-video
(Source: CILIP Update, July 2012)

Burnaby Public Library in Canada is creating an archive of foreign language songs and rhymes for anyone to use, and is calling for contributions on non-English children’s songs and nursery rhymes. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Fostering unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/FosterUAS.pdf 
(Source: LGA Analysis and Research Bulletin, July 2012)

New from the University of York, this report looks at the positive experiences of young people and their foster carers – but also warns that the current level of support may not continue.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Archives for the 21st Century in action: refreshed 2012-15

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/archives/archives21centuryrefreshed-final.pdf
Revised action plan for archives, including a section on creating “Real outcomes through partnership …”

NB document is 6.64Mb. 

Library and Information Science Research Coalition
http://lisresearch.org/news/coalition-newsletters/#July2
The Coalition has just published its last Newsletter; included is an update on the “Research in Librarianship – Impact Evaluation Study” project, which has links to a range of resources, including research funding sources – see: http://lisresearch.org/links/research-funding/. 
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