The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 106, 29 June 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

New Supplier
Access2books
http://www.access2books.org/
(Source: email from Gill Harris, ASCEL)

“This Community Interest Project produces high quality early years’ books in giant print (75pt), braille and illustrations. The design enables braille or large print readers to read without obscuring the text or illustrations; and therefore gives children and adults the opportunity to read together, forming both educational and social relationships - the biggest contributing factor to children's early years' learning of language, confidence  and social interaction.”

Funding & Opportunities

Arts and Disability Awards – 2012 Round Open to Applications
http://www.adf.ie/?page_id=785 
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter, 20 June)

The scheme is open to applications for 2012, with awards of £5,000 on offer for disabled arts practitioners throughout the island of Ireland.

“Free audiobooks for ex-offenders with reading difficulties”
(Source: Clinks Light Lunch, 263, 29 June)

“Listening Books is a charity that runs a postal and online audiobook library service for 20,000 members across the UK. Due to funding that the charity has received, membership is currently free to ex-offenders who find reading print difficult due to an illness, disability or learning difficulty such as dyslexia. Membership gives access to a huge library of over 7,000 titles including fiction and non-fiction spanning a range of genres. If you work with any (ex) offenders who you feel may benefit from this free service, contact Jennifer Ades [jades@listening-books.org.uk].”
Equality Act 2010
Public Sector Equality Duty
http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/?cat=79
The Equality and Diversity Forum have launched a new section on their website with “a range of resources to help organisations and individuals use the Public Sector Equality Duty to eliminate discrimination, advance equality and foster good relations.”

“Non-statutory guidance for Scottish public authorities”
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/scotland/public-sector-equality-duty/non-statutory-guidance-for-scottish-public-authorities/
(Source: email from Neil Foster, BEMIS)

The EHRC has published these guides which “provide an overview of the public sector equality duty, including the general equality duty, the specific duties and who they apply to. They cover what public authorities should do to meet the duty. This includes steps that are legally required, as well as recommended actions.”
The EHRC have also just published: Essential guide to the public sector equality duty: a guide for public authorities (Scotland), 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Scotland/PSED_in_Scotland/essential_guide_to_the_psed.doc 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Do you mean me? Discrimination: attitudes and experience in Northern Ireland
http://www.equalityni.org/archive/pdf/DYMMSurveyMainReport(webB).pdf
This is the latest Equality Awareness Survey (2011). Headlines, according to the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland, include: “1 in 3 people feel they have been unfairly treated or harassed, according to a new survey into experiences of and attitudes towards discrimination. The Equality Commission's report Do You Mean Me? reveals that the figure of those affected has doubled, from 16% to 33%, since 2008.  


Other key findings include more than half (55%) of respondents would mind having a Traveller as an in-law; over a quarter of people (27%) would mind a gay, lesbian or bisexual person living next door, compared to 14% in 2005; and 30% of respondents feel that some forms of prejudice are acceptable.”
Media representations of black young men and boys: report of the REACH media monitoring project

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/2113275.pdf
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 312, 25 June 2012)

“This report provides an extensive analysis of media coverage of black young men and boys in the British news and current affairs media. The central aim of the research is to understand how the news media represent black young men and boys, and specifically, to consider whether there is evidence of negative stereotyping of black young men and boys in the news media.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Abused children turn their fears into artwork for groundbreaking exhibition”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2012/jun/11/royal-academy-exhibition-art-abused-children?CMP=twt_fd? 

(Source: email from Anne Harding)
Moving article about the work of Kids Company, focusing particularly on a collaboration with the Royal Academy, which has led to the RA exhibition, “Child Hood – The Real Event” (see: http://www.kidsco.org.uk/), which is running from 13 June to 22 July.

Persistent poverty and children’s cognitive development: evidence from the UK Millennium Cohort Study 

http://www.cls.ioe.ac.uk/news.aspx?itemid=2013&itemTitle=Persistent+poverty+damages+young+children%E2%80%99s+cognitive+development%2C+study+finds&sitesectionid=905&sitesectiontitle=Press+Releases&returnlink=news.aspx%3Fsitesectionid%3D27%26sitesectiontitle%3DNews
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 13 June 2012)

This is the latest working paper from the Centre for Longitudinal Studies: it shows “the corrosive effect of persistent poverty on children’s cognitive development … Researchers found that seven-year-olds who have lived in poverty since infancy perform substantially worse in a range of ability tests than those who have never been poor – even when family circumstances and parenting skills are taken into consideration. On a scale from 0 to 100, a child who has been in persistent poverty will rank 10 levels below an otherwise similar child who has no early experience of poverty.”

“Falling poverty rates in inner London …”

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/2012/04/18/poverty-housing-london-fenton/
Very interesting blogpost from the LSE’s CASE about shifting poverty and the effects on outer suburbs.

Pedlars [sic] of hate: the violent impact of the European far right
http://www.irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/PedlarsofHate.pdf 

(Source: IRR News, 9-14 June)

New report from IRR, which “brings together over 100 cases, mostly from EU countries, but also Switzerland and Norway, which documents patterns of violence, from the peddling of hate online and the drawing up of lists of ‘national traitors’, to violence, arson and murder on the streets, and the stockpiling of weapons in preparation for ‘race war’.”
Think Again! – classroom activities for challenging prejudice and fostering community cohesion 
http://www.kickitout.org/files/b563edf0-/Think%20Again!%20NEW.pdf 
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

This “free educational resource is designed to accompany The Y-Word, a short film addressing issues around anti-Jewish abuse in football.” 

“The relentless rise of in-work poverty”

http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2012/06/relentless-rise-work-poverty?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+11+June+2012&utm_content=Weekly+publications+and+blogs+wb+11+June+2012+CID_dd33b496ee4ce61e600781135c3c3726&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=The+relentless+rise+of+in-work+poverty 

(Source: JRF Weekly publications and blogs, w/c 11 June)

Interesting blogpost from JRF, that highlights ‘hidden’ poverty.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

In sickness and in health
http://carersweek.org/about-carers/in-sickness-and-in-health
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

This new report includes “the findings of the survey of nearly 3,400 carers and their experiences. It concludes with recommendations from the eight charity partners and a call to action for the four governments of the UK.”
“Mental health stigma and discrimination is harming our next generation”
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk/news/mental-health-stigma-and-discrimination-harming-our-next-generation 
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 28 June 2012)
 “Tragically, a quarter of young people (26%) have said that the stigma attached to their mental illness has made them want to give up on life, according to new statistics released by the mental health anti-stigma programme Time to Change, which is run by the charities Mind and Rethink Mental Illness.” 

A literature-based intervention for older people living with dementia: an evaluation report …
https://89a0d790-a-d0c2bdff-s-sites.googlegroups.com/a/thereader.org.uk/get-into-reading-downloads/files/A%20Literature-Based%20Intervention%20for%20Older%20People%20Living%20with%20Dementia.pdf?attachauth=ANoY7cpvvfdvJ1gd_5AJsSS9kQyY_KfKK1XAScMXJnb5_rvpEyqyX81ekhplq2INhfVOa0l4F34vpcX4YrfdBQYGrHRzNJCgpG8Y3MVre1o0uVpX-DBLES3FRye7RE371Vf-nz9M0DXJRsedE9TWvqBLi0_jqh1mTCfU6OhkNFBEs2ZkoH3LyPkiwy4j6SrgTmjhjEs-Y98p6_1pZZXKikNg3mCmiD664VFd0dmE4dAJCBva391xk_NMzwVsAtAoOxxS6kp6JvzR_Ufp2j4Y6a6gsg_0uOOSot1aNKdvCfsifFse2j4lsZQ9putbho21LCeXWWjtrADD&attredirects=0 

(Source: email from The Reader Organisation, 29 June)

“This new report by the Centre for Research into Reading, Information and Linguistic Systems is the product of a six-month mixed-method study into the impact of the Get Into Reading model as a literature based intervention which can reduce the symptoms of dementia. The Reader Organisation has a long history of shared reading with older people and this research supports our own positive evaluation results.”
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
The Conversations Project: a report to the Steering Group of The National Review of Services for Disabled Children and Young People
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/1592/downloads 
Report of the Conversations Project which aimed to “find out what things were most important to disabled young people and what they thought about the services and activities that they used and what they would like to see developed.”
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Tackling digital exclusion: older blind and partially sighted people and the internet
http://www.rnib.org.uk/aboutus/Research/reports/2012/digital_exclusion.pdf
(Source: STV Bulletin, 114, June 2012)

New report from RNIB, supported by BT.
“Older people with sight loss ask: Where would I start? What do I need? Where do I get support? How can I stay safe online? How can I help others? This report outlines our commitments to tackling digital exclusion of older people with sight loss …”

“Special educational needs”

http://annehardingtraining.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/special-educational-needs.html 

(Source: email from Anne Harding)

Anne has put together a very useful bank of weblinks and resources, following her workshop at the “Lighting the Future” conference (see: http://www.lightingthefuture.org.uk/home.php). 

Migration issues – News 
“Miliband’s immigration speech – Sorry doesn’t seem to be the hardest word”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2012/06/miliband-s-immigration-speech-sorry-doesn-t-seem-be-hardest-word?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=5e994bd436-MRN_Newsletter_25_June_2012&utm_medium=email
(Source: MRN Newsletter, 25 June)

Insightful blogpost from Don Flynn, Director of the Migrants’ Rights Network, looking at some of the background to Ed Miliband’s speech. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
The New Londoners Refugee Week 2012 Supplement

http://issuu.com/migrantsresourcecentre/docs/tnlrw12 
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

Latest issue which includes an article on Refugees Into Schools and an interview with Roma Tearne. 
No way out, no way in: irregular migrant children and families in the UK

http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/files/Publications/Reports/NO_WAY_OUT_NO_WAY_IN_FINAL.pdf
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

This major new report from the ESRC Centre on Migration Policy and Society (COMPAS) at the University of Oxford “shows that irregular migrant children – more than half of whom were born in the UK and have lived here their entire lives – are being trapped between laws protecting children and the enforcement of migration control.”

UK migration controversies: a simple guide

http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/4711AA55-F60A-4B16-9F30-27DEF5232C03/0/MigrationFINAL.pdf 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 312, 25 June 2012)

Produced by the Royal geographical Society, this is an overview of current research evidence on migration and its impacts on the UK economy and society, “to help non-experts better understand some of the debates in this complex and politically sensitive area.”
“More than 100 asylum seekers and refugees living in forced destitution”
http://www.gcu.ac.uk/gsbs/newsevents/news/article.php?id=43839
(Source: MRN Newsletter, 25 June)

“More than 100 asylum seekers and refugees living in Glasgow are destitute, meaning being prevented from either working or accessing financial support, according to a snapshot survey conducted by a Glasgow Caledonian University (GCU) researcher earlier this year.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Deeper impact”
http://www.museumsassociation.org/maurice-davies-blog/13062012-deeper-impact?utm_source=ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=13062012 

Blog piece by Maurice Davies about the importance of museums’ recognising a variety of impacts they may have.

“20 essential Twitter chats for the library crowd”

http://oedb.org/library/beginning-online-learning/20-essential-twitter-chats-for-the-library-crowd 

(Source: email from Helen Olson, Online Education Database)

US listing, but some very interesting Twitter accounts here.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“£6 million library fund will support partnerships with arts organisations”
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/media_releases/9168.aspx 
Press release with info about the three initiatives just announced:
· a £6 million Arts Council England fund to help libraries work with arts and cultural organisations and local communities

· a series of pilots to test automatic library membership for primary school children, run in partnership with ACE and DfE
· new ‘comparative profile reports’ showing how library authorities’ services compare across England.
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