The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 103, 19 May 2012
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

“Research into the Impact of Reading on the Lives of Blind and Partially Sighted Adults”
(Source: email from Rachel Spacey, LISU)

“The RNIB have commissioned The Reading Agency and LISU at Loughborough University to carry out important new research into the impact of reading for pleasure on the lives of blind and partially sighted adults. 

As part of this research, we would like to recruit blind and partially sighted people willing to take part in short face to face or telephone interviews. We are particularly keen to visit places where there are groups of blind and partially sighted adults already meeting,  e.g. reading groups, groups meeting in day or community centres or people coming together informally at specific times. Each interview will last approximately 30 minutes.

If you are a member of such a group, know of a group who may be interested or would yourself like to be involved in this research about reading please contact Rachel Spacey at LISU by email: R.E.Spacey@Lboro.ac.uk by May 31st 2012.

Interviews will need to be completed by the end of June 2012.

An accessible on-line survey will also be available for completion on the Loughborough University website. Please contact Rachel Spacey for more information.” 

Funding & Opportunities

“£150,000 to Let Teachers SHINE (England)”
http://www.shinetrust.org.uk/site/pages/43_news.php?pg=449
(Source: email from Jo Ward)

“Shine the Education Charity has announced that it has teamed up with the Times Educational Supplement to launch Let Teachers SHINE – a competition to find the country's most innovative literacy and numeracy teachers. Let Teachers SHINE is open to any qualified teacher working in England with students aged up to 18.
 
Shine want to hear about the most innovative ideas to raise literacy and/or numeracy attainment in disadvantaged students. Winning proposals might involve innovative use of technology or superb after-school programmes. They could include unique teaching activities for groups or for individual students. Equally, however, they might be none of these.
 
Shortlisted teachers will be invited to come to London to discuss their proposal in more detail with our judges, who will include representatives of both SHINE and the TES. The judges will then choose up to 10 winning projects. Each one will receive up to £15,000 from SHINE. This money will fund a year-long pilot programme to demonstrate that the initiative can achieve measurable improvements in the literacy and/or numeracy of disadvantaged students. For this reason, the pilot must benefit disadvantaged students – either at the teacher’s school, or living nearby.  At the end of the year (summer 2013), Shine will review all the pilot programmes. The most successful will be considered for continued funding to allow them to expand and develop further in the years ahead.  
 
The closing date for applications is midnight on Sunday 3rd June 2012.”

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

7 key truths about social mobility: the interim report of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Social Mobility
http://www.appg-socialmobility.org/
This interim report identifies seven key ‘truths’:

1. “The point of greatest leverage for social mobility is what happens between ages 0 and 3, primarily in the home 
2. You can also break the cycle through education… 
3. …the most important controllable factor being the quality of your teaching  

4. But it’s also about what happens after the school bell rings 
5. University is the top determinant of later opportunities – so pre-18 attainment is key 
6. But later pathways to mobility are possible, given the will and support 

7. Personal resilience and emotional wellbeing are the missing link in the chain” [p10] 

and goes on to explore how these issues can be tackled.
“£10m to boost literacy for year sevens”
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/10m-boost-literacy-year-sevens 
Just in case you haven’t seen this announcement of up to £10m additional support for pupil premium children who leave primary school without Level 4 literacy.

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Social care in crisis – the need for reform: the Learning Disability Coalition Annual Survey 2012
http://www.learningdisabilitycoalition.org.uk/latestnews.asp.

(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round-Up, May 2012)

The 'headline' findings show that "Despite the best intentions of local authorities and providers to manage the situation by making efficiency savings, the consistent message is of a struggle to maintain services and people receiving insufficient support, making it a challenge for people with a learning disability to live the lives they want to lead."
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Here to Stay”
http://arcuk.org.uk/heretostay/
(Source: Migrants’ Rights Network Newsletter, 8 May))

“Here to Stay is a five year national study into a situation of people with learning disabilities from ethnic minority communities and new migrant communities living in England.”
No way out, no way in: irregular migrant children and families in the UK
http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/files/Publications/Reports/NO_WAY_OUT_NO_WAY_IN_FINAL.pdf [NB 3.85 Mb]
(Source: Children & Young People Now, 16 May 2012)

“Irregular migrant children are a diverse population mostly below the radar of current political debate. Of an estimated population of 120,000 irregular migrant children (0.9 per cent of the UK’s population under 18), over half of them (65,000) were born in the UK to irregular migrant parents.” [p vii]

This report highlights the issues that these young people face, and looks at the implications for public policy.

“Nobody’s children: young refugees in Scotland”
http://www.scotsman.com/the-scotsman/features/nobody-s-children-young-refugees-in-scotland-1-2278786 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 306, 14 May 2012) 
Powerful article from The Scotsman. 
“Integration up North”
http://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/integrationupnorth 
(Source: email from Sue Lukes via ref-ed)
“‘Integration up North’ is a new project to provide free training and guidance on migration for local authorities and others across the North of England. The project started in August 2011 and is for 3 years. It’s funded by a grant from the European Integration Fund, administered by the UK Border Agency.”

Sue is asking for help around the following:

1. “Do you know of or provide any guidance that could be relevant?  This could be about education or other areas, it could be written, on the internet, or in any format.  It may be about how to work well with migrants, about rights and entitlements, or any other relevant area.  Just give us the information about how to find it and we can follow it up.  Feel free to tell us how useful it is and how you use it, though: that is very helpful

2. And do you know of any training that could be relevant? Again, this could be about education or other areas, could be provided face to face or via the internet, could be free, cheap or market price.  And if you can, tell us what you think of it.   

3. Lastly, if you are in touch with any migrant groups in the area who might benefit from contact with the project, please tell me about them.  We may contact them for their views, and also to participate in a survey that Integration Up North are doing, and they may also be interested in opportunities to participate in the training programmes. “ 

If you can help, or would like further info, please contact: sue.lukes@btinternet.com. 
The Big Society
“Bridge Big Society “gap” warns first ever Big Society audit”
http://www.civilexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Big-Society-Audit-Release-3-May-2012final1.pdf?utm_source=Urban+Forum+Members+PRU+May+2012&utm_campaign=d5e33541a0-Urban_Forum_Policy_Round_Up_April_20125_9_2012&utm_medium=email 
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round-Up, May 2012)
An audit of the Big Society by Civil Exchange (the think-tank – see: http://www.civilexchange.org.uk/making-the-connection), supported by The Guardian, has found that there is still a big gap between different communities (eg younger and older people, deprived and affluent communities).
However, “the minister for civil society, Nick Hurd, begged to differ. He stopped short of saying big society had been an outstanding success: but he did argue that the government had "done a huge amount" to make it a reality.” In order to get some discussion going about the real position, Patrick Butler has published Nick Hurd’s list of achievements, and is inviting comments – see: http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/patrick-butler-cuts-blog/2012/may/08/big-society-achieved-a-lot-really-claim-ministers?utm_source=Urban+Forum+Members+PRU+May+2012&utm_campaign=d5e33541a0-Urban_Forum_Policy_Round_Up_April_20125_9_2012&utm_medium=email 
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19][image: image20][image: image21][image: image22][image: image23][image: image24][image: image25][image: image26][image: image27][image: image28][image: image29][image: image30][image: image31][image: image32][image: image33][image: image34][image: image35][image: image36][image: image37][image: image38][image: image39][image: image40][image: image41][image: image42][image: image43][image: image44][image: image45][image: image46][image: image47][image: image48][image: image49][image: image50][image: image51][image: image52][image: image53][image: image54][image: image55][image: image56][image: image57][image: image58][image: image59][image: image60][image: image61][image: image62][image: image63][image: image64][image: image65][image: image66][image: image67][image: image68][image: image69]
PAGE  
4

