The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 92, 25 November 2011      
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

“Seeing it My Way” Consultation
http://www.vision2020uk.org.uk/ukvisionstrategy/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“‘Seeing it my way’ is a major new UK wide initiative which will set out a range of outcomes that blind and partially sighted people have told us are most important to them. The initiative is supported and endorsed by the UK Vision Strategy Advisory Group.”

The draft document is now available from the above weblink – the consultation closes on 16 December 2011. 
Funding & Opportunities

Refugee Council E-shop

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/practice/eshop
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Just in case you missed this, the E-shop will close in February 2012, so the Refugee Council are selling all their publications at discount prices.


“The shop includes:

· Bilingual Folk Tales 

· Words for School Use (General, Maths & Science) 

· Resources for Primary Schools

We have many supporting resources for children learning English as a second language as well as general resources on citizenship, asylum and integration.”

Advice Services Fund
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/168-million-support-free-advice-services
“A new £16.8 million central government fund to help not-for-profit free advice services in England will be delivered by the Big Fund … The fund will provide immediate support to debt, welfare benefits, employment and housing advice services.”
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Bridges over the digital divide”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/publicservicesawards/bridge-over-the-digital-divide?INTCMP=SRCH
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Just in case you didn’t see this, Brighton & Hove Libraries have won a Public Services award for their “Council Connect” digital inclusion work.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“NEET figures hit record high”
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Education/article/1106026/neet-figures-hit-record-high/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily 
Latest DfE figures “show that 1,163,000 16- to 24-year-olds – or 19 per cent of the age group – were NEET in the third quarter of 2011. This is up from 1,026,000 in the same quarter last year, or 17 per cent of the cohort.” 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

The new geographies of racism: Stoke-on-Trent
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/New_geographies_racism_Stoke.pdf 
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 18 Nov)

New report from the Institute of Race Relations, which records a series of serious and systematic attacks on the city's BME communities, but which never claim national attention. 

This is the second in the series from IRR: the first, The new geographies of racism: Plymouth, was published last June (and mentioned in the July Ebulletin). Still available at: http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/New_geographies_racism_Plymouth.pdf. 

“Racism: on the pitch but off the agenda”
http://www.irr.org.uk/2011/november/bj000028.html 

(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 25 Nov)

Interesting article about racism in football – have things really improved for Black players?
Is Croydon racist? You decide
http://www.generation3-0.org/croydon/?utm_source=The+Runnymede+Trust&utm_campaign=64bb983da5-Julyupdate2011&utm_medium=email
As part of their Generation 3.0 work, the Runnymede Trust have just produced this new “short documentary film, Is Croydon Racist? You Decide, asking the people of Croydon about their experience of racism and whether they feel we can end racism in a generation.

We have interviewed over 40 people: young, old, white, BME, police, teachers, shopkeepers and parents.”
All babies count: prevention and protection for vulnerable babies – a review of the evidence
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/resourcesforprofessionals/underones/all_babies_count_pdf_wdf85569.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 18 Nov)
New report from NSPCC, which “warns that at least one newborn baby in four is at high risk of death or abuse because one or both parents are beset by a ‘toxic trio’ of domestic violence, mental health difficulties or substance dependency.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

UCL Institute of Health Equity
http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2011/11/21/new-institute-to-help-narrow-the-health-gap/
“A new UCL (University College London) Institute that aims to reduce health inequalities through action on the social determinants was launched [on 21 November] … The Institute will receive £1 million funding from the Department of Health over the next three years to take forward action that will reduce health inequalities in England. The Institute will also be supported by UCL, the BMA and independently commissioned projects. The UCL Institute for Health Equity will be new, authoritative and independent.  It will collect the latest evidence, provide expert advice and share best practice both locally and internationally. It will build on previous world-renowned research and reviews led by Professor Marmot such as The Whitehall Study and the Fair Society, Healthy Lives review, which underpinned the recent Public Health White Paper.”
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Unlimited potential? A research report into hearing loss in the workplace
http://www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/~/media/Documents/Research%20and%20policy/Unlimited%20potential/Unlimited%20potential.ashx 
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 17 Nov)

Based on interviews with 27 people with acquired hearing loss, this research looks at the support (or lack of it) they received, and makes recommendations for action.
Migration issues – News 
“£1.5m fund to help the Gurkha community settle in the UK”
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2028939
Announced 15 November: “£1.5m of additional Government funding to support the successful integration of retired Gurkha soldiers and their dependants, who having served in the British Army, now wish to apply for settlement in the UK.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Oriental Culture Educational Society
http://www.o-ces.com/ 
“We are a multicultural learning organisation that works to raise more comprehensive awareness of the rich heritage of Chinese culture and its positive contribution to the lives of Western people living in Dorset and the Bournemouth-Poole area.  At a broader level, through our online and in-the-community work and activities, enthusiastically promote multicultural learning / multicultural integration and the development of an Inclusive society in our local community.”
OCES has a growing range of resources on their website on migration and Chinese culture.

Public perception of A8 migrants: the discourse of the media and its impacts 
http://bemis.org.uk/PDF/Jan%20Semotam%20MSc%20Dissertation.pdf 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 286, 21 November 2011)

Interesting piece of work (part of a MSc) which looks at media coverage – much of it positive, except for the Sun. 
“Making Ireland home”
http://www.mrci.ie/-Young-immigrants-launch-film-about-their-experiences-in-Ireland--detail-news/
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 286, 21 November 2011)

New film, produced by eleven young people from Migrant Rights Centre Ireland's mPower Youth Project, “reveals experiences of isolation, racism, barriers in education and in accessing residency and citizenship whilst exploring identity and sharing hopes for the future.”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Charging at the point of delivery”
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/networking-discussions/blogs/21433/11/11/09/charging-point-delivery 

(Source: NCVO Member News Bulletin, 18 November)

There’s an interesting blog-post on the NCVO site, which looks at some of the issues facing organisations striving to keep provision free at the point-of-delivery – and what charging could mean for them.
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