The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 89, 20 October 2011     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

“Big Society and Inequality: what do you think?”

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KX5ZTTD
(Source: MENTER Ebulletin, 18 Oct)

“Voice4Change England launched the Big Society and Inequality survey: they want to hear from voluntary and community organisations focused on equality about what the Big Society means for you and your beneficiaries. The Big Society and Inequality survey asks you how Big Society policies and programmes will affect the communities you work with; what the opportunities and challenges are; and what examples of good practice you would like to see more of. Voice4Change England will use responses to let Government know about your experiences of the Big Society and to identify what steps can be taken to take advantage of opportunities, tackle challenges and to make sure that all communities benefit.”

The deadline for responses is Friday 11 November 2011.

Funding & Opportunities

LiteracyActionNet Awards 2011 
http://lemosandcrane.co.uk/home/index.php?id=213555&emailid=2:135:0 
(Source: email from Lemos&Crane, 17 Oct)
“LiteracyActionNet members are invited to enter the LiteracyActionNet Awards for outstanding examples of work to improve the speaking, reading and writing of socially excluded adults and young people. 

A total prize of £1,000 is available. Entries are invited from local authorities, social landlords, providers of care and support, criminal justice agencies and community-based organisations.

We are particularly interested in examples of work that demonstrate innovative and successful approaches for: 

· Motivating and engaging socially excluded people to improve their literacy, 

· Using new methods, materials and technologies to develop learners' skills, OR 

· Partnership and multi-agency working.” 

Deadline for entries: 5pm, Friday 4 Nov 2011. 
Communitybuilders re-launches
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/newsview.aspx?RF=NEWS&WCU=DSCODE%3dOTSSCMLIVE%2cNEWSITEMID%3d248-N40615
(Source: Funding Central Newsletter, 19 Oct)

“This round is looking for up to 6 of the best examples of sustainable community regeneration projects in England to be pioneer investees of the new Communitybuilders Fund.”

Equality Act 2010
Equality objectives and public authorities: tips, hints, and bright ideas
http://www.brap.org.uk/index.php
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 11 Oct)

“There will be statutory guidance in the future to inform how public authorities approach this. However, it is worth considering the approach you want to take in advance of that. The earlier you start to consider equality objectives, the more opportunity you will have to refine them based on evidence and make them work for your authority. This short guidance document offers some advice on that.” [p4]

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
“Guidance on the Equality Duty for the Welsh Public Sector”
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/wales/publications/guidance-on-the-equality-duty-for-the-welsh-public-sector/
(Source: NCB 4 Nations Policy E-Brief, 14 Oct)

The EHRC has developed eight guides (available to download from the above website) looking at, for example: objectives and plans; engagement; assessment of impact.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Review of best practice in parental engagement: practitioners summary
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFE-RR156%20-%20Practitioner%20Summary.pdf
“This report presents a review of studies of interventions aimed at supporting and improving parental engagement in the education of children aged 5-19.” Whilst obviously aimed at schools, nevertheless this Review has some useful pointers for all of us trying to engage with our communities, including:

· Engagement is less likely to be successful if it is just ‘bolted on’ to existing mainstream activities

· To engage effectively, “staff require training and coaching, particularly when working with parents whose backgrounds are very different to their own.” [p4]

The full report is available at: https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFE-RR156.pdf. 

“Let’s fight racism!”
http://www.un.org/en/letsfightracism/index.shtml 

(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 280, 10 Oct 2011)

Useful web resource from the UN: “Racism, xenophobia and intolerance are problems prevalent in all societies … What can you do to fight racism?”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

"Everything you always wanted to know about sexual orientation monitoring but were afraid to ask"
http://help.northwest.nhs.uk/somworkbook/
(Source: Christine Burns via the Institute of Equality and Diversity Practitioners on LinkedIn)

Excellent resource for planning for, carrying out, and using the results of monitoring. 

“Child poverty figures predicted to rise by more than half a million by 2013”
http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5710 

(Source: Children & Young People Now, 11 Oct 2011)

New research by the Institute for Fiscal Studies suggests a large growth in child poverty: “Absolute and relative child poverty are forecast to be 23% and 24% in 2020-21 respectively. These compare to the targets of 5% and 10%, set out in the Child Poverty Act (2010) and passed with cross-party support. This would be the highest rate of absolute child poverty since 2001-02 and the highest rate of relative child poverty since 1999-2000.”
You may also be interested in a blogpost by Julia Unwin (CE of the JRF), “The truth behind the poverty figures”, which concludes: “The IFS study has reminded us, in clear and unambiguous ways, that arguing about the different measures of poverty is at best a distraction and at worst a way of failing to acknowledge the damage done both to individuals and to a society facing such rapid and dangerous increases in poverty.” See: http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2011/10/truth-behind-poverty-figures?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New+JRF+publication+and+blog+-+12+October+2011&utm_content=New+JRF+publication+and+blog+-+12+October+2011+CID_f29764899301cad3023c058c0f8aa45f&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=The+truth+behind+the+poverty+figures. 

Also a paper published by DWP, Exploring poverty gaps among children in the UK, which looks at the ‘poverty gap’, ie “the extent of poverty for those who are below the relative poverty threshold.” [p1] See: http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/WP103.pdf. 
The influence of parents, places and poverty on educational attitudes and aspirations
Full report: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/young-people-education-attitudes-full.pdf 
Summary: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/young-people-education-attitudes-summary.pdf.
“Low aspirations among young people and their families in disadvantaged areas are often seen as explaining their educational and work outcomes. This study challenges that view.”

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“£20 million to knock down mental health stigma”
http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2011/10/10/20-million-to-knock-down-mental-health-stigma/
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Information Digest, 14 Oct)

“The Government is joining forces with Comic Relief to help tackle mental health stigma, with funding of up to £20 million for Time to Change, the leading stigma and anti-discrimination campaign, run by Mind and Rethink Mental Illness.”
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
eBook services in public libraries
www.readingsight.org.uk 
(Source: email from Megan Gilks, RNIB)
Results of a survey carried out by RNIB.
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Involving disabled people in social research: guidance by the Office for Disability Issues
http://odi.dwp.gov.uk/docs/res/research/involving-disabled-people-in-social-research.pdf
(Source: STV Bulletin, 97, 16 Sept)

As David Owen says in the STV Bulletin: “This 61 page publication is mainly relevant to research on topics where the views of disabled people are a specific focus but it is also applicable to including disabled people in wider samples of the population. It is very clearly drafted in plain English and offers good practical advice on conducting surveys of disabled people.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Action for Social Integration
http://www.afsi.org.uk/
(Source: email to refed from Ernest Rukangira, AFSI)

Just in case you haven’t come across AFSI – their aims are:
· “To relieve poverty and prevent social exclusion by developing and implementing community-level social development and advocacy initiatives on issues and conditions relating socio-economic disadvantaged communities; in particular people with disability, women, children, the minority and other marginalized and vulnerable groups.

· To eliminate discrimination towards asylum seekers, migrants, refugees and people from Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) communities.

· To promote social and cultural integration, equality, inclusion and diversity.”

They have the following publications available on their website:
· Schooling in London: a guide for BME and migrant parents, http://www.afsi.org.uk/images/stories/documents/AFSI-Newly-Arrived-Migrants-and-Schools-Guide-for-Parents-final.pdf 

· Newly arrived migrant and refugee children in the British educational system: executive summary, http://www.afsi.org.uk/images/stories/documents/AFSI-Newly-Arrived-Migrants-and-schools-Executive-Summary-final.pdf 
· Newly arrived migrant and refugee children in the British educational system: research report, http://www.afsi.org.uk/images/stories/documents/AFSI-Newly-arrived-migrants-and-schools-Research-Report-final.pdf. 
“TRANSIT”
http://www.transit-project.com/
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten via refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

“TRANSIT documents the plight of some of the 43 million refugees and displaced people around the world today. On the run from conflict, political persecution or natural disasters, desperate people, uprooted from their communities, undertake arduous journeys to find safety for themselves and their families. From the displaced of the war in Georgia, to the Janjaweed who kill and rape in Darfur, Rasmussen travelled to 10 different countries, recording the lives of individuals trying to make new lives for themselves after fleeing their homes, and the hardships that set them on the run.”
“Thinking beyond the bogeyman: responding to public opinion on immigration”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2011/10/thinking-beyond-bogeyman-responding-public-opinion-immigration
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 17 Oct)

Interesting blogpost by Ruth Grove-White, which takes the recent work by The Migration Observatory (see: “Thinking behind the numbers”, http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/understanding-uk-public-opinion/executive-summary) and some other new reports, and urges a reassessment of our approach to migration – “In fact, building public confidence in immigration management will not be achieved by simply cracking down on the bogeyman of irregular migration, or of any other group of migrants. Instead, it will require a longer-term, more nuanced approach to these thorny issues …”
The Big Society
One year on: snapshot of activity in vanguard areas
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1947204.pdf
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round-Up, Oct 2011)

Update on progress from the three remaining Big Society “Vanguards”.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The “Hear All About It!” audio-trail project
http://www.sounddelivery.org.uk/sounddelivery-youth-engagement-project-scoops-award/
Congratulations to sounddelivery and Crich Tramway Village, whose project has won the “Working with Children and Young People” award at the Derbyshire Heritage Awards.

 Voluntary sector organisations working at the neighbourhood level in England: patterns by local area deprivation
http://www.tsrc.ac.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ic%2fcqM4W5V4%3d&tabid=841
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 11 Oct)

New paper from the Third Sector Research Centre, which shows that more deprived areas of the country have a lower prevalence of voluntary organisations.

Broader issues – Other Agencies
Truth, lies and the internet a report into young people’s digital fluency
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Truth_-_web.pdf?1317312220 
(Source: email from ken Chad to lis-pub-libs)
New report from Demos, which “examines the ability of young people in Britain to critically evaluate information they consume online. The report reviews current literature on the subject, and presents a new poll of over 500 teachers. It finds that the web is fundamental to pupils’ school lives but many are not careful, discerning users of the internet. They are unable to find the information they are looking for, or trust the first thing they see. This makes them vulnerable to the pitfalls of ignorance, falsehoods, cons and scams.
This pamphlet recommends that teaching young people critical thinking and skepticism online must be at the heart of learning. Censorship of the internet is neither necessary nor desirable; the task instead is to ensure that young people can make careful, skeptical and savvy judgments about the internet content they encounter. This would allow them to better identify outright lies, scams, hoaxes, selective half-truths, and mistakes, and better navigate the murkier waters of argument and opinion.” [taken from: http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/truth-lies-and-the-internet]. 
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