The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 88, 13 October 2011     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

“The Silver Dreams Fund”
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_silver_dreams_fund 
“The Silver Dreams Fund is the first of the Big Lottery Fund’s dedicated investments in older people in England, and is being delivered in association with the Daily Mail. 

With an ageing population it is more important than ever to recognise the positive contribution older people make to society. Older people have a wealth of skills, knowledge and experience that can benefit others. We want to pioneer ways of working with older people that will allow them to play a much greater role in their communities. They should be able to influence the local services and facilities that will help them prepare for and manage major life-changes.”

The closing date for submissions is 28 October. 

Social Action Fund
http://www.thesocialinvestmentbusiness.org/our-funds/social-action-fund/
(Source: MENTER Ebulletin, 3 Oct)

The Social Action Fund is a new grant Fund of over £20 million managed by The Social Investment Business on behalf of the Office for Civil Society.
“The Fund aims to inspire organisations to create new social action opportunities through people giving what they have, be that their time, their money, or their assets, knowledge and skills.”

The Fund will launch on Thursday 6 October 2011 – the deadline for applications is noon on 2 November 2011. 
“£1.9 million boost for volunteering in recession-hit communities”
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/News/mediacentre/News+2011/£1.9+million+boost+for+volunteering+in+recession-hit+communities
(Source: email from Louise Ray)

Volunteering England, in partnership with 15 local Volunteer Centres, has been awarded a £1.9m Big Lottery Fund grant over three years to help communities most affected by the recession through stimulating volunteering. There are links to the Volunteer Centres from this website.

Allen Lane Foundation 
http://www.allenlane.org.uk/index.html 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 3-7 Oct 2011) 

“The Allen Lane Foundation makes grants for up to three years, with a value of £500-£15,000 in total. Funding is focused on a number of specific beneficiary groups and grants are made across the UK. Please see the guidelines for more details of the criteria how to apply. The Foundation is interested in funding work which benefits people in the following groups, or generalist work which includes significant numbers from more than one such group: 

· Asylum-seekers and refugees (but not groups working with a single nationality) 

· Gay, lesbian, bi-sexual or transgender people 

· Gypsies and Travellers 

· Migrant workers 

· Offenders and ex-offenders 

· Older people 

· People experiencing mental health problems 

· People experiencing violence or abuse 

If the beneficiaries of your work do not include a significant proportion of people from one or more of these groups it is unlikely that your application will be successful ... There is no closing date to apply.”
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“‘You’ve changed my life’: teenagers, reading and libraries”
http://www.anneharding.net/libraries-supporting-teenage-reading.html 
Article by Anne Harding, looking at the role of libraries in supporting teenagers’ reading, and outlining some of the discussions at a seminar she and John Vincent co-presented for students & staff from the University of Missouri.

“The role of cultural and heritage organisations in supporting young offenders” 

http://annehardingtraining.blogspot.com/2011/09/role-of-cultural-and-heritage.html
Brief blog-post by Anne Harding, commenting on a course that she and John Vincent ran in September.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Child abuse and neglect in the UK today
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/findings/child_abuse_neglect_research_PDF_wdf84181.pdf [NB 6 Mb]

(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Digest, 23 Sept)

This is the first report from the NSPCC's research study of child maltreatment in the United Kingdom.

There is a summary of the key findings at: http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/findings/child_abuse_neglect_research_wda84173.html. 

No excuses: a review of educational exclusion
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/client/downloads/CSJ_Educational_Exclusion_WEB_12.09.11.pdf 
(Source: NCB Policy & Parliamentary Digest, 23 Sept)

New report from the Centre for Social Justice, which argues the need to look behind the behaviour that leads to exclusions to see what underlying causes there may be in the young person’s family/social background.
“Viewpoint: What it’s like to be mixed-race in Britain” 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-15019672 
Article by George Alagiah as background to the new BBC TV series starting on 6 October.
Voice of a child
http://www.howardleague.org/publications-women/
(Source: NCB Policy and Parliamentary Information Digest, 30 September) 

"In 2010 at least 17,000 children were separated from their mother due to imprisonment.  This report draws on interviews with children to document the impact that the imprisonment of their mother has on their lives: including long term emotional, social, material and psychological damage, with little or no dedicated support.  The Howard League first looked at this issue in the 1990s and this revised edition demonstrates how the children’s voices are still relevant today.

The research was published to coincide with the United Nations' Committee on the Rights of the Child Day of General Discussion on prisoners’ children in September 2011."

NB Charged-for publication, £10.
“Letterbox Club wins prestigious award”
http://www.letterboxclub.org.uk/news-views-and-press/news/62/ 

“Letterbox Club has won the prestigious Third Sector Excellence Charity Partnership Award for its work with Fostering Network Northern Ireland, as part of their Fostering Achievement programme.”

Words for Work evaluation report 2011
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/0688/Words_for_Work_evaluation_report_2011.pdf
The National Literacy Trust has published this evaluation of their programme, “Words for Work”, which brings together secondary school pupils and volunteers from the business community to explore the use of speaking and listening skills in the workplace. See: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/words_for_work. 

There is a summary report at: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0001/0691/Words_for_Work_Evaluation_report_executive_summary_2011.pdf.
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
“Coping with the cuts”
http://disability-cuts-map.demos.co.uk/ 
Scope are working with Demos to highlight the impact that cuts are having on services for disabled people – this link takes you to a website where you can find out how a particular local authority has been ranked.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Promoting integration through English & multiculturalism: Australia & Canada compared to the UK 
http://www.mipex.eu/blog/unlike-uk-australia-canada-promote-english-and-multiculturalism-too
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 19-23 Sept 2011) 

New report from the Migration Integration Policy Index (MIPEX).

“Today, Australia, Canada, and the UK benefit from policies that slightly encourage legal residents to put down permanent roots in their community, become full citizens, and fight discrimination. Before they can naturalise, most will have weak political rights in the three countries, especially compared to Ireland or other Northern European countries. During this time, many temporary workers in the UK and Australia will also have to live without the equal job support and flexibility that everyone enjoys in Canada. 
The UK falls significantly behind both Australia and Canada on family reunion, education, and teaching English. The UK creates more obstacles for migrant workers and residents to reunite with their families than these and other labour migration countries, even more than most European countries. Newcomer students get less support in schools in the UK than they would in Australia and Canada, where multiculturalism policies better prepare all pupils to live and learn in a diverse society. Multiculturalism policies also deliver free support to teach English to future citizens and to their school-age children. Immigrants will find it harder to learn English and make the mark in the UK than they would in other English-speaking countries as the coalition government withdraws support and changes the rules for family reunion, settlement, and citizenship.” [p3] 

“Therapeutic Writing with Refugees – Why It Works”
(Source: email from Sheila Hayman)

“My name is Sheila Hayman, and I run Write to Life, the therapeutic and creative writing group at the London based charity, ‘Freedom from Torture’. All our clients are refugees and asylum seekers who have been tortured in their place of origin. We teach them to use writing to lay the ghosts of past experience, to express the frustrations (and occasional joys!) of their current situation, and to participate confidently in their new homeland. 
Obviously, this client group is particularly traumatised, but the very experience of becoming a refugee is traumatic. Clinical research since the 1940s has shown that refugees are liable to develop all sorts of physical ailments that are not susceptible to treatment by conventional drugs. This is because their pains are not physiological in origin, but emotional. Having no words to express or explain the depths of their distress, they unconsciously turn it into physical pain – something culturally acceptable. Of course, no doctor can cure these pains. 
But writing can. Writing can put feelings into words, make them make sense to the writer, and thus lose their power over her or him.
So this is just one of many reasons I’m a fan of using writing with migrants and refugees. Another is that ubiquitous funding fishing-rod, ‘social inclusion’. 
Writing in a group makes people feel they’re not alone, gives them a second family, bonded by common experience, to share and soothe their frustrations. But it also integrates migrants into their new communities. Not just by improving language skills, but also by explaining, in their own words, that they are just like everybody else: parents, neighbours, colleagues, children, friends and lovers, with all the preoccupations shared with every other human on the planet. These bridges of words can be built in many contexts, and on any scale. It coheres communities, because once people understand each other, they no longer fear each other.
When a person has lost everything and gained little in return, when they may have nothing permanent in their life at all except a name and a mobile phone number, writing is a support they can take wherever they go. With a pencil and paper, and the time and space, writing can change not only their world, but ours.
I’m trying to spread this activity more widely, and find out:

A. who is already working with refugees and migrants in this way

B. whether anybody would be interested in exploring ways to use libraries to host writing groups of this kind. 

We would aim to find professional writers to facilitate the groups, and set up a digital ‘hub’ where the writers could get extra support, inspiration, workshop plans, and online mentoring.
Please get in touch with any ideas, reactions, or information:

Sheila Hayman, Sheila@sheilahayman.com, 07903 532 776.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“The Resilient Library” 
http://www.nationofchange.org/resilient-library-1317616624
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

US article that looks how libraries are transforming: “They are evolving and innovating despite significant economic challenges and budget cuts, and people are utilizing libraries at steady or increasing rates.”
“New directions for library volunteers”
http://www.webjunction.org/volunteers/-/articles/content/125439117?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=2011-10%20Crossroads
Very useful set of resources from US-based WebJunction. 
“History to Herstory”
http://www.historytoherstory.org.uk/
(Source: email from Katy Goodrum to archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk) 

Re-launch of the important web resource which allows “free access to 80,000 images taken from primary sources relating to the lives of women in Yorkshire, from 1100 AD to the present day.”
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