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Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
“Working with young offenders”

29 September, Crawley Library
A practical course on improving provision for young offenders and their families, for people working in the cultural heritage sector, including libraries, museums and archives.
Course organised by CILIP SE with Anne Harding and John Vincent.

Further info from: john@nadder.org.uk. 
Consultations

EHRC Consultation on their Strategic Plan
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/
The EHRC has launched the first of three phases of consultation to develop their next strategic plan which will cover their plans and priorities from April 2012 to March 2015 and is due to be laid before Parliament in April 2012.

Phase 1 launched on 23 June 2011 and will run for four weeks until 22 July 2011.
Funding & Opportunities

Jodi Awards 2011 
www.jodimattestrust.org.uk
Nominations for the Jodi Awards are now open.

The Jodi Awards celebrate practice that inspires locally, nationally or internationally. They are for museums, galleries, libraries, archives and heritage venues which use digital technology to provide a shared experience for disabled people. 
The UK Jodi Awards 2011 will be given on 1 December at the National Waterfront Museum in Swansea, Wales. A seminar about digital inclusion for disabled people will be held during the day. The International Jodi Awards 2011 will be given on 8 December at the International DISH 2011(Digital Strategies for Heritage) Conference in Rotterdam, The Netherlands.
More information about the Jodi Awards and new content about cultural rights policy on www.jodimattestrust.org.uk. The closing date for nominations is 21 September.

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“The problem is not the homeless”
http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/communitypublicservices/890752-276/the_problem_is_not_the.html.csp
Interesting article from Library Journal, which looks at provision in some US libraries for homeless people.
“From Project to Branch Integration and Sustainability: Community-Led Work at Halifax Public Library”
http://www.publiclibrariesonline.org/magazines/featured-articles/project-branch-integration-and-sustainability-community-led-work-halifax 
Article by Ken Williment in “Public Libraries Online”, which outlines how Halifax Public Libraries took on this new approach.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

COE Annual report 2010 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20Report%202010.pdf 
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 268, 20 June 2011)
In its annual report for 2010, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance says that “Racism and intolerance are becoming rooted in European societies as the economic crisis gives strength to extremist messages … racism is no longer limited to the fringes of society and that mainstream politicians are increasingly using xenophobic and anti-Muslim arguments and calling referenda targeting non-citizens and religious minorities”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Single mothers: singled out
http://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/documents/Single%20MothersSingled%20Out%20The%20impact%20of%202010-15%20tax%20and%20benefit%20changes%20on%20women%20and%20men.pdf 

New report from the Fawcett Society and the Institute for Fiscal Studies (which you may have seen referred to in the media), which shows that single mothers will be hit hardest by welfare changes.
Prescription for change: lesbian and bisexual women’s health check 2008
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/prescription_for_change_1.pdf
(Source: email from Jacky Logan)

Just in case you haven’t seen this grim background report which looks at the health of lesbian and bisexual women, based on a survey of some 6000 women. 
Enough room: is society big enough for homeless people?
http://www.mungos.org/press_office/919_homeless-people-risk-even-greater-social-exclusion-without-big-society-muscle 
New report from St Mungo’s (published to mark the beginning of its 2011 Action Week). “This is a snapshot report that seeks to ‘take the temperature’ of those not normally included in discussions about society, but who need society’s help more than others. It will surprise no one to find out that homeless people do not feel included in society …” [p2]
Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Who cares? Museums, health and wellbeing 
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance/regions/north_west/news/~/media/North_West/Files/2011/WhoCares_final_midres.ashx 
(Source: MJ, June 2011, p5)

Brief report from Renaissance North West, which looks at six pieces of work to improve wellbeing amongst disadvantaged groups. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Mental Health in Further Education”
http://mhfe.org.uk/ 
This website includes some valuable resources, particularly in its virtual library, see: http://mhfe.org.uk/content/our-virtual-library. 
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Accessible ebook services in public libraries”
http://www.readingsight.org.uk/access_to_reading/finding_books/electronic_and_digital/_accessible_ebook_services_in_public_libraries/
(Source: email from Wendy Taylor, RNIB)

RNIB has produced this useful guide to providing accessible ebook services.
Migration issues – News 
“Refugee Council Multi-lingual telephone advice service now operational across the UK”
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 20-24 June 2011) 
“Since the launch of the Own Language Telephone Advice Service (OLTAS) in Birmingham, followed by the east of England, the service has gone live across the UK from 20 June, meaning that all Refugee Council offices are closed to drop-in advice. Callers can talk directly to an adviser in the following languages: Farsi, Pashtu, Arabic, Kurdish Sorani, Tigrinya and Mandarin. Anyone who does not speak the above languages will have the option to speak to an adviser in English who will make a return call to the client using an interpreter or bilingual adviser. The OLTAS telephone number is 0808 808 2255. 
For people with a hearing impairment, a minicom / textphone service is available 0808 808 2259. 
Calls from landline numbers and the main six UK mobile phone networks 3, Orange, Virgin, Vodafone, T-Mobile and O2 are free. Callers do not need to have any credit on their phone to make an OLTAS call. The OLTAS service is open 9.30am – 1pm and 2pm – 5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 2pm – 5pm Wednesday.”
“CSJ launches major inquiry into modern slavery”
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/default.asp?pageRef=37
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 20-24 June 2011) 

The Centre for Social Justice has just launched a Review into slavery in the UK. 

“UK slavery takes three main forms: domestic servitude, forced labour such as the tragic case of the 21 cockle pickers drowned in Morecombe Bay in 2004 who were the victims of a criminal gang trafficking vulnerable migrants; and sexual exploitation through prostitution.”

“… contrary to popular perception, slavery is as much a problem in the UK as it is abroad. In the year to March 2010, 706 victims of slavery were formally identified in this country but the true numbers are much higher. According to one estimate, at least 6,000 women and children have been trafficked into the UK and forced into prostitution.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Home Office says that cuts in student visas will cost the UK economy £2.4 billion”
http://appgmigration.org.uk/reports 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 20 June)

“The Home Office Impact Assessment Report has estimated that the cost to the UK economy of the government's policy cutting back on international student visas is likely to be in the region of £2.4 billion over the next four years, and possibly as high as £3.6 billion.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Longitudinal study of migrant workers in the East of England 2008-2010: final report
http://www.eelga.gov.uk/documents/Policy%20and%20Priorities/Strategic%20Migration%20Partnership/Migrant%20workers/EEDA%20Report%202011%20Final%20(DCS).pdf 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 13-17 June 2011) 

This “study explored the perspectives of migrant workers (and stakeholders) in relation to: factors that influence decisions on coming to the UK and length of stay; barriers to full participation in the regional economy; and, barriers to social inclusion in local communities.” 
Improving immigrants’ employment prospects through work-focused language instruction
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/workfocusedlanguageinstruction.pdf 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 13-17 June 2011) 

This new report from the Migration Policy Institute looks at how to deliver host-country language skills which are necessary for success in the workplace. Useful background for those of us involved in ESOL provision.
“Off Target …”
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/commentary/target-government-policies-are-not-track-reducing-net-migration-tens-thousands-2015 

(Source: Migrants Rights News 27 June)

“The latest report by the Migration Observatory at Oxford University has dealt a painful blow to the credibility of the Coalition government's immigration policy. It concludes that the government is 'unlikely' to meet the prime minister's target of reducing net migration to the 'tens of thousands' by 2015.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Museums for the Future – a development toolkit: become the centre of a sustainable community”
http://abcofworkingwithschools.org.uk/widening-access/museums-for-the-future/
(Source: Renaissance North East E-Bulletin 24 June)

“Renaissance South East has produced a new toolkit to help museums become the centre of a sustainable community. The toolkit provides a framework and materials for museums to become agents in forging a more environmentally sustainable future. The toolkit is offered free to museum staff and supporters and to anyone involved in museum training and development.”
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Why we all have the right to a share of city space”
http://www.neweconomics.org/blog/2011/06/20/why-we-all-have-the-right-to-a-share-of-city-space?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+neweconomics%2Fblog+%28the+new+economics+foundation+blog%29&utm_content=Bloglines
Interesting blog post from the New Economics Foundation, which looks at some of the exclusion issues around re-making private spaces (centring on the media stories about two Councils introducing charges for play-spaces).
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