The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 81, 7 June 2011      
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Community-Led Libraries 

http://www.webjunction.org/outreach/articles/content/117292462 
(Source: email from Ken Williment)

Halifax Public Libraries have been asked to present a webinar on community libraries (based on their “Working Together Project”) for Library Journal/OCLC sometime in September.  In preparation for this, he has prepared a resources list – info at the above weblink. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Joining the dots: a better start for Scotland’s children
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/343337/0114216.pdf
(Source: Cross-national E-Briefing, 104, March 2011,   http://www.ncb.org.uk/email/saved//62758096-1323-4d65-b553-cc0732429765.html) 

Independent report by Prof Susan Deacon, which “notes the wealth of research, evidence and good practice that already exists, and which should be connected up …”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

State of the world’s mothers 2011 
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/State_of_the_Worlds_Mothers_2011.pdf 
(Source: Local Government Group Analysis and Research Bulletin, May 2011, http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/18663025) 

New report which compares the well-being of mothers and children in 164 countries (plus some info on an additional eight). The top countries are Norway, Australia and Iceland – Afghanistan ranks last (the UK is 13th). 
No child born without a chance
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/No_child_born_without_a_chance_wales_manifesto(2).pdf
(Source: Cross-national E-Briefing, 105, May 2011,   http://www.ncb.org.uk/email/saved//9631b622-b729-421f-9a8c-129983be8c09.html) 

Save the Children’s manifesto for tackling childhood poverty in Wales. 

“A town still divided?”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/oldham-a-town-still-divided-2289002.html 
Thoughtful article by Ben Chu, looking at some of the recent criticisms of the Cantle and Ouseley Reports – and referring to ‘Sleepwalking to segregation? Challenging myths about race and migration (for more info, see: http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847420077) and Yunas Samad’s research, Muslims and community cohesion in Bradford (http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/Muslims-cohesion-Bradford-full.pdf).
Ben Chu has also written a blog entry, giving some background to his article and links to the documents he mentions – see: http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2011/05/26/muslims-in-britain-continued/. 
Also, good positive blog from Ruth Grove-White, Migrants’ Rights Network, at: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2011/05/10-years-after-race-riots-britain-s-patchwork-heritage-not-problem. 
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Including The Excluded”
(Source: email from Gary Collins, The Children's Society Records & Archive Centre via archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk)
“The Children's Society Records & Archive Centre would like to announce a new project called 'Including The Excluded', which aims to open up part of its archives to show how disabled children have been cared for by the society since its creation in 1881. The project is being supported by funding from the National Cataloguing Grants Programme for Archives, and also aims to show how The Children's Union helped with this work.    

The ‘Including the Excluded’ materials will document the history of The Children’s Union and its relationship with The Children’s Society’s care of children with disabilities. The Children’s Union was an innovative fundraising initiative that ran from 1889 until 1979, and gave children the chance to support individual beds for disabled children in The Children’s Society’s care homes. Its remit gradually extended to contributing toward the funding of specialist disabled children’s homes and hospitals nationwide ... “

The results will be made available as widely as possible, eg via the ”Hidden Lives Revealed” website, http://www.hiddenlives.org.uk/.
Migration issues – News 
“Plugged in for safety”
(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)

Members of Southend’s Polish community can now “pick up EU-to-UK conversion electrical plugs at Southend Library’s weekly information sessions. The free plugs are being provided along with copies of the Electrical Safety Council’s (ESC) Polish/English language information leaflets: Adapt your electrical appliances for safe UK use and Fire Safety in the Home.” 

See: http://www.esc.org.uk/public/guides-and-advice/leaflets/ for the range of leaflets available from the ESC, and http://www.esc.org.uk/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/public/leaflets/Polish_EU_Plug.pdf for the Polish leaflet.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The Manchester Chinese Archive
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/448/archives_and_local_studies/506/multi-cultural_manchester/11 

(Source: email from David Govier, Greater Manchester CRO to archives-nra@jiscmail.ac.uk)

The Manchester Chinese Archive, funded through a Heritage Lottery Fund grant, was deposited with Manchester Archives at an event at the Greater Manchester County Record Office on 11 May 2011. 

The Chinese Archive (http://www.manchesterchinesearchive.org.uk/) is free to use and will provide a permanent archive of Chinese history and culture in Manchester from the 1900s to present day.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

myUKinfo – free information cards available in Lithuanian, Russian and other languages

http://www.myukinfo.com/ 

(Source: email from Jessica Suranyi-Hammond, myUKinfo)

“myUKinfo is the information portal that gives access to important information about working and living in the UK.  Business-card-sized information cards giving the details of the portal are currently available free in Lithuanian and Russian, as well as Slovak, Polish, Romanian, Portuguese and English. If you or your organisation are interested in having these free cards to distribute to migrant workers, please email info@myUKinfo.com with the number of boxes, (each box contains approximately 100 cards), languages needed and your name, organisation and postal address.”

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Communication & engagement toolkit
http://www.evelynoldfield.co.uk/files/publications/EOU%20Engagement%20and%20Communication%20Toolkit.pdf
New from the Evelyn Oldfield Unit is this important toolkit (intended for “supporting RCOs to better connect with their beneficiaries” [p7]) and which looks at mapping; “tools for engagement”; social media; removing barriers; “human resources” – sources of help and support. 
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

“Eastern European workers under attack”
http://www.irr.org.uk/2011/may/ha000023.html
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 27 May)

“Research by the Institute of Race Relations shows that eastern Europeans in the UK face a significant threat of racial violence. Cases over the last twelve months reveal incidents ranging from graffiti and abuse to brutal attacks causing long-lasting physical damage. Some people have resorted to moving away to escape from danger and although incidents occur throughout the UK, there is a particularly high number of cases in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Most of the cases we have recorded involve Polish people.”

Who’s still missing? Refugees, migrants and the equality agenda
http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/EDF-Report_Whos-Still-Missing_May-2011_Web-2-2.pdf
(Source: email from the Equality and Diversity Forum)

“Coinciding with the introduction of the new public sector Equality Duty, EDF commissioned research to explore what lessons can be learnt from the implementation of the previous Race Equality Duty and to consider how public authorities can most effectively use the new Duty to incorporate refugee and migrant communities into their core work.”

Refugee Integration in Scotland – Briefing 1: Key Findings from Stage 1

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/policy_and_research/research_reports
(Source: MEMO [Minority Ethnic Matters Overview], 265, 30 May 2011)

The Scottish Refugee Council is undertaking a longitudinal study of refugee integration in Scotland. This briefing paper is the first in a series that will highlight the findings of each stage.
“Should we be upset by a silent ‘amnesty’ of asylum seekers in the UK?”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2011/06/coalition-must-stop-making-undeliverable-promises-immigration 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 6 June)

Thoughtful blog posting from Ruth Grove-White, which questions whether there really has been an amnesty …
The Big Society
Powerful people, responsible society: the report of the Commission on Big Society
http://www.acevo.org.uk/document.doc?id=1515 
(Source: News from the Learning Exchange, 25 May)
Report of the Commission set up by the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations to “articulate a vision of what needs to be achieved through the Big Society agenda, and to recommend practical steps that government at all levels, third sector organisations, businesses and others need to take to make that vision a reality.” [p4]
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Future Libraries Programme – Final Report to Governance Board
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/the_future_libraries_programme/~/media/Files/pdf/2011/libraries/Future_Libraries_Programme_Final_Report_to_Governance_Board.ashx 
Just in case you haven’t yet seen this, MLA produced at the end of March the final report, summarising the learning from the FLP.

They have also published the Final reports from pilots (see: http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/the_future_libraries_programme/~/media/Files/pdf/2011/libraries/Appendix_2_Future_Libraries_Programme_Final_Reports_from_Pilots_March_2011.ashx), a fuller assessment of which is to appear in The Network Newsletter. 
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Statistical digest of rural England 2011 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/rural-digest-2011.pdf
Useful statistical overview – “The Digest starts with a section on the rural and urban populations in England. This is followed by a range of subjects, including social issues such as housing, broadband, crime and education. The economic section contains indicators on productivity, earnings and economic activity, as well as a selection of indicators relating to economic growth.”

Broader issues – Other Agencies
The way to work …
http://www.youngfoundation.org/files/images/The_Way_to_Work.pdf 

“This report looks at shifts in the labour market, the workplace, and transitions to work, highlighting the need for education and careers information, advice and guidance (IAG) that responds to the changing needs of young people and the economy. Against this backdrop, the report explores some of the complexities and challenges at play in existing education and IAG provision, highlighting the voices and perspectives of young people and a range of other stakeholders.” [p5]
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