The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 80, 26 May 2011     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

Communities First Trust Fund
http://www.wcva.org.uk/grants/dsp_grant_scheme.cfm?display_sitetextid=64&grantid=14
(Source: j4b Community Funding Newsletter, 13 May)

The grant scheme which supports people-led activities in Community First areas of Wales has reopened for 2011.
Fulfil my dreams – Art exhibition from Iraqi Fine Artists Association in Britain (IFAAB) – organisations invited to host this exhibition 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 9-13 May 2011) 

“The Iraqi Fine Artists Association in Britain (IFAAB) have created an exhibition "Fulfil My Dream" in which 1000 young people living in London and Baghdad and in Iraqi diaspora communities in countries such as Sweden, Holland and France have expressed, through art, common dreams and wishes for a world of peace and safety, trees and greenery, happiness and joy where children of all backgrounds might be friends, and enjoy life together. IFAAB coordinated the project with support from London-based Iraqi community organisations and Arabic schools, the Iraqi Centre for Integration and Cohesion, the Humanitarian Dialogue Foundation, the British Red Cross, the Islamic Cultural Centre and London Central Mosque, the Children's Society, West London Refugee Women's Forum and the Evelyn Oldfield Unit. The exhibition of children's art is now travelling to schools, universities, community centres, libraries and art centres. To express interest in hosting IFAAB's exhibition please email info@iraqifineartists.com.”  
British Red Cross' Positive Images Programme 
http://www.redcross.org.uk/positiveimages 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 16-20 May 2011) 

 “Grants of up to £1,000 are available to support activities that promote positive attitudes towards vulnerable migrants. The grants range from £50 to £1,000 and they are available to schools, colleges, universities, youth groups and student groups working with young people aged 12 to 25. The deadline for applications is 17 June.” 

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
Surrey County Council’s Reminiscence Collection
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/Reminiscence+Collection?opendocument
(Source: email from Sally Wilton)

 "The Reminiscence Collection is held at Redhill library for professionals working in the field of elderly care and those who care for elderly people at home. 

The collection consists of a wide range of materials for use in reminiscence therapy. It includes music, DVDs, flashcards, posters, toys and books: textbooks, activity books and themed books for browsing. The collection aims to stimulate memories of life from the 1920s onwards." 
There is also a link to the 2011 Catalogue: http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspublications.nsf/f2d920e015d1183d80256c670041a50b/7dbcb8611c5416cb8025784c00474b7f/$FILE/2011%20Reminiscence%20catalogue.pdf.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Children in Service families
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Children-in-Service-families
New report from Ofsted, which looks at the “quality of provision and outcomes for children and young people who are in families of Service personnel whether living in England or abroad.” It looks in particular at the reasons why many children of Service personnel do not perform as well at school as their peers, and highlights the lack of proper record-keeping of children’s school moves, attendance, achievement, etc. 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Poverty and ethnicity: a review of evidence
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-ethnicity-evidence-summary.pdf
Summary of important new research which looks at the relationship between poverty and ethnicity across a number of key areas – links to the separate research papers can also be found at: http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-and-ethnicity-review-evidence. 

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

“Sticks and Stones: ‘It’s only Words’”

http://www.enargywebzine.eu/spip.php?article28&lang=en 

(Source: MEMO, 23 May)

Important post by Suzette Bronkhorst, Secretary General of the International Network Against Cyber Hate (INACH), which looks at hate-mail/speech on the internet.

Arts Alliance. Evidence library 
http://api.ning.com/files/DfWrum2fPRIA1gPdI-4hUIvVQ1*XIY7SZM*yXkdicfmtpnfzdbIfpfze15-yor5nME-naHXqguprdiAMC6PbaBYq9BSDmLtY/80256_Evidence_Guide.pdf 

(Source: Arts Alliance Supporting arts in criminal justice, issue 1, 23 May)

“This evidence library is part of the work of the Arts Alliance to build the case for the arts in criminal justice.” [p3] It includes a compilation of some 60 research and evaluation documents that arts-based organisations and agencies have undertaken to support their programmes of work; this is followed by a more in-depth analysis of the evidence, plus recommendations. 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Deteriorating attitudes towards disabled people”
http://www.scope.org.uk/news/attitudes-towards-disabled-people-survey
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 23 May)

“New poll commissioned by Scope shows the alarming levels of discrimination disabled people face in daily life.

· More than half of disabled people say they have experienced hostility, aggression or violence from a stranger because of their condition or impairment (56%).

· Half of disabled people say they experience discrimination on either a daily or weekly basis.

· More than a third (37%) said people’s attitudes towards them have got worse over the past year.

· 58% of people thought others did not believe that they were disabled and 50% of people said they felt others presumed they did not work.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Population Estimates by Ethnic Group (experimental)”

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/product.asp?vlnk=14238 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 23 May)

The Office of National Statistics has just published these new figures: “Population estimates by ethnic group are available for mid-2001 to mid-2009 for England and Wales and for constituent areas (regions, counties and local authorities). The estimates are provided by age, sex and ethnic group as defined in the 2001 Census.”

However, as you may have seen, there have been some ‘knee-jerk’ reactions to these figures. Ruth Grove-White at Migrants’ Rights Network takes a more analytical look at what they mean in her blog-post at: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2011/05/looking-those-immigration-stats-beyond-hysteria. 

Also, The Guardian has produced an interactive map: http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/may/19/ethnic-breakdown-england-wales. 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Glossary on migration
http://www.west-info.eu/files/iom.pdf 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 9 May)

This is the 2nd edition of the Glossary first published in 2004, and which is a valuable source for governments, practitioners, NGOs and students working in the field of migration.

“The Plight of Chinese Migrant Workers in the UK: Survey findings from East Midlands”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2011/plight-chinese-migrant-workers-uk-survey-findings-east-midlands
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 11 April)

 “Migration Pulse” blog entry from Dr. Bin Wu, a senior research fellow in the China Policy Institute, School of Contemporary Chinese Studies at the University of Nottingham, which highlights research findings from a pilot survey on Chinese migrant employment in East Midlands two years ago.

The full report, Employment conditions of Chinese migrant workers in the East Midlands, is available at: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/cpi/documents/funded-projects/ilo-employment-conditions-migrant-workers-final.pdf. 

33rd IBBY International Congress, August 2012 – call for papers
http://www.ibbycongress2012.org/ 
The themes are translation and migration; submissions accepted up to Thursday 30 June 2011.
Further info on the IBBY (International Board on Books for Young People) weblink (above).
New MA in Migration & Social Cohesion
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/news/MA_Migration_and_Cohesion.pdf
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 16 May)

A new MA course in Migration and Social Cohesion at the London Metropolitan University will start in September 2011. The MA focuses on the interplay between migration and social cohesion in contemporary societies.

For any further information regarding course requirements, please see the above weblink to the course description, or contact the course convenor, Dr Nick Mai, n.mai@londonmet.ac.uk. 

What have I done? The experiences of children and families in UK immigration detention 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/tcs/research_docs/ExperiencesOfDetention_ExecSummaryRecs_FINAL.pdf (Summary)

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/tcs/research_docs/immigration%20experiences_full%20report.pdf (Full report)

(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 20 May)

Important new report from the Children’s Society, which “investigates the experiences of UK immigration detention of children and their families”, and which found that “the majority of the 79 children and parents in the sample were detrimentally affected by a period in immigration detention.” 

Ending the abuse: policies that work to protect migrant domestic workers – report from Kalayaan 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 16-20 May 2011) 

 “Kalayaan, the charity which provides advocacy and advice to Britain’s migrant domestic workers … has published a new report which draws on evidence collected over the last decade and demonstrates that migrant domestic workers are highly vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.” 

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Alyson’s Welsh Libraries Blog”

http://libalyson.wordpress.com/ (English)

http://libalysoncym.wordpress.com/ (Welsh)

(Source: email from Alison Tyler)

Just in case you haven’t seen Alison Tyler’s new blog. “This blog will feature a mix of information about the libraries strategy for Wales, things I pick up or learn as part of my job roles, information about CyMAL activities, and general library stuff relating to Wales and beyond.”

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Duty to Involve
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1885419.pdf
(Source: Urban Forum Infomail, May 2011)

Just in case you haven’t seen this consultation document from CLG (Best value: new draft statutory guidance – consultation), it includes the intention to repeal the Duty to Involve. For a critique of this, see Toby Blume’s posting at: http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/whitehall-watch-blog/reaction-to-plans-to-repeal-the-duty-to-involve.  

Giving White Paper
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/giving-white-paper.pdf
The White Paper has just been published – it aims to:

· Make it easier to give

· Make it more compelling to give

· Give better support to those providing and managing opportunities to give.
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