The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 75, 14 March 2011    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Consultations

Libraries inspire: draft strategic development framework for Welsh libraries 2012-15

http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/cultureandsport/librariesinspire/?lang=en&status=open
Just in case you haven’t yet seen this, the Welsh Assembly Government is consulting on the future development of libraries in Wales.

The closing date for comments is 31 March. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations
“Hidden Communities”
http://archivesinfo.blogspot.com/2011/02/hidden-communities.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ArchivesInfo+%28ArchivesInfo+blog%29 
(Source: “News from abroad” email from Michèle Losse to ARCHIVES-NRA@JISCMAIL.AC.UK) 

Very interesting blog post about the value for archives of considering communities, especially under-documented communities. 

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

NEET Statistics – Quarterly Brief, Feb 2011 
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000987/osr05-2011.pdf 
The latest stats are available at the above weblink.
You might also be interested in the report, Activity Agreement Pilots – trialling different approaches to re-engaging young people not in education, employment or training (NEET), which evaluates pilot schemes delivered in eight areas of England, which aimed to re-engage young people who were NEET – see: http://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFE-RR086.pdf. 

Improving support for young carers – family focused approaches
http://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFE-RR084.pdf
“This paper focuses on the work undertaken by 18 local authorities … that received funding to develop systems and support to address the needs of families with young carers. It explores some of the positive outcomes linked to taking a family focused approach and showcases good practice developed in this field.” [p1] 

At the same time, this provision is at risk: "This has meant that, at the time of publication, many young carer projects are still uncertain about their future position."
Child poverty strategy for Wales
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dsjlg/policy/110203newchildpovstrategy2en.pdf
(Source: 4 Nations Child Policy E-Brief, no.103, February 2011)

 “This document sets out the Welsh Assembly Government’s new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales. It aims to give a clear account of what the Welsh Assembly Government can achieve in helping to reduce poverty – particularly in the areas of improving the health, education and economic outcomes for children in low-income families during the next three years (2011–14).”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Richer yet poorer: economic inequality and polarisation in the North of England
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=801
New report from ippr (available to download from the above weblink), which “explores how patterns of household income and individual pay inequality differ across the Northern regions and the extent to which Northern city-regions are becoming more spatially polarised in terms of household income and segregated in terms of economic inactivity over time.”

Important example of the continuing levels of inequality, even whilst there has been economic growth.
Transitional fund for children's services projects

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1057119/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin 
“Around £60m of funding for voluntary and community organisations has been announced by the Department for Education.
Big winners of the grant scheme, which launched last year, include Kids Company (£4.5m), the National Council for Voluntary Youth Services (£1.49m), Home Start (£792,000) and Children England (£1.25m).” 

 

Islamophobia and progressive values
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/seminar_one.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 4 March)

The Institute of Race Relations have just published this (and the following) report – this one is the proceedings of a seminar that took place in October, and which aimed to “bring together scholars, voluntary sector organisations and activists in an attempt to outline the general parameters of hatred towards Muslims with a view to increasing the possibility for pan-European action and collaboration in the future.”

Islamophobia, human rights and the anti-terrorist laws
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/seminar_two.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 4 March)

Proceedings of a second seminar, this one considers “the relationship between Islamophobia and the war on terror, focusing particularly on the ways in which the human rights of Muslim communities, refugees and migrants are being breached by counter-terrorism measures.”
Quick Reads
http://www.quickreads.org.uk/about-the-books/new-books-for-2011?utm_source=http%3a%2f%2flists.niace.org.uk%2flz%2f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Members+Bulletin+Extra+03+March+2011&utm_term=Members%20Bulletin%20Extra%2003March2011&utm_content=5700
The latest titles in the Quick Reads range have just been published. 
National Literacy Trust Early Years Network
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/early_years_network
NLT have just launched their new network “to support professionals working with children under five to raise the profile of language and literacy at their setting, and to get families more involved.”
Communities and local areas
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/communities
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the NLT also has a new set of webpages that focus on working strategically on literacy development in a particular local area.
Engaging homeless people, Black and Minority Ethnic and other priority groups in Skills for Life
http://www.nrdc.org.uk/publications_details.asp?ID=182# 
This research report examines how adults identified as priority groups in the Skills for Life strategy are engaging in learning with regards to improving their language, literacy and numeracy skills.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The West Midlands Public Library Health and Social Care Offer
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/media/press-releases/HealthandWellBeingPressRelease.pdf 
(Source: email from Debbie Hyde, Oasis Media)

“Public Libraries in the West Midlands launched a pioneering health, well-being and social care offer at NHS West Midlands' Patient Information Forum Partnership Event in Birmingham at the end of January.

The offer positions public libraries as key partners for the health and social care sector, advocating the important contribution local services are making to improving the health and well being of the communities they serve. The shift of responsibility for public health from the health service to local authorities makes this a timely rallying call for the positive health benefits libraries can deliver.”
The offer “has been developed by West Midlands Society of Chief Librarians (SCL), in partnership with The Reading Agency, as part of a regional advocacy campaign promoting the impact of public libraries on the health and well being of local people.”

To receive a copy of the offer, please contact Kate Millin on 01384 814745 or 
Kate.Millin@dudley.gov.uk. 
Migration issues – News 
Migration statistics February 2011 
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=803 

Briefing from ippr (available to download from the above weblink), which analyses the latest migration statistics. The headline is that “Net migration is continuing to rise, but this is largely explained by decreased emigration, rather than increased immigration.”

Young People Seeking Safety Week, 28 March-3 April 2011 
http://www.youngpeopleseekingsafety.co.uk/
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 25 Feb)

“YPSS is a network of individuals and organisations who have joined together to promote the rights and safety of unaccompanied young people seeking asylum in the UK.

Unaccompanied young people are alone in the UK without parents or family carers, and are in need of safety and protection.

Young People Seeking Safety Week 2011 is a chance to share the music, film, and photography of young people expressing their experiences of seeking safety in the UK.”
At the time of writing this, events are planned for: Oxford, Glasgow, Brighton, Manchester, Plymouth, Cambridge, Leicester, Somerset and Bristol.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Migrant Help Advice sessions Suffolk – expanded service in response to demand 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 21-25 Feb 2011) 

“Migrant Help have been running the migrant drop-in service in Suffolk funded by the Migration Impacts Fund since October 2010. They have recruited locally and have partnered with local libraries and in Ipswich with CSV Media, to deliver this service. Since the service started, they have given help to over 300 migrants.”

For more information, please contact Allison Coleman, tel: 01473 265160; email: allison.coleman@suffolk.gov.uk.  
“Turin: Bibliomigra brings the library to the people”
http://citiesofmigration.ca/turin-bibliomigra-brings-the-library-to-the-people-2/lang/en/ 

(Source: email from Nora McKenna, Teaching 7 Learning Consultant, Southend-on-Sea)

New item on the Cities of Migration website, in the “Conversations in Integration” section, describing a highly-effective library service. 

“Once a week, a book-laden three-wheeler arrives at the Balon Flea Market in the Porta Palazzo, Europe’s largest open-air market. This is the Bibliomigra, a mobile lending library with 2,000 books circulating in 14 languages. Anyone can get a ‘library card’ – identity documents are unnecessary – and books can be loaned for two weeks.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Including migrant populations in Joint Strategic Needs Assessment: a guide 
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/26070159 
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

This Guide is written to assist those writing a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) as part of the process of commissioning. It is arranged in three parts:
· a ‘How To’ section
· a set of notable examples
· a series of appendices with more detailed information.

This is a very useful practical guide. 
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Runnymede Bulletin – Winter 2010/2011
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects-and-publications/bulletin.html?utm_source=The+Runnymede+Trust&utm_campaign=1ee0e38d00-Winter_Bulletin_2010_2011&utm_medium=email
The latest issue includes an article about the effects of cuts on refugees and asylum-seekers, and one on the plight of Roma people in the UK.

The impact of overseas conflict on UK communities
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/communities-conflict-globalisation-summary.pdf
New report from JRF – this link is to the summary – which concludes that:

· “Government institutions need to use the term ‘community’ with greater clarity.
· Foreign policy (particularly military) decisions have significant impacts on the various types of UK communities considered in this study. Awareness of the local impacts of such policies needs to be incorporated into decision-making.
· Existing initiatives assisting the development of inter-agency communities of practice provide a valuable, cost-effective way of co-ordinating responses to conflict. They need continuing support.
· Local communities responding to conflicts require access to detailed information. As local and voluntary service providers take on more responsibility for matters such as integration of refugees, it is important to rationalise any centralised provision of information and recognise local expertise among the various communities directly affected.”
The full version of the report is at: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/communities-conflict-globalisation-full.pdf. 

Student immigration reforms and their anticipated economic impacts
http://www.appgmigration.org.uk/sites/default/files/APPG_migration-international%20students-briefing_paper.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 7 March)

New briefing from the Migrants' Rights Network for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Migration. It discusses the anticipated economic impacts of the international student visa reform.

The Big Society
Who volunteers? 
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/government_volunteering_trends_2001_2010.ppt
A briefing from nfpSynergy looking at current trends in volunteering and highlighting that levels of volunteering has been steadily declining since 2005 on almost ever measure; and that there is no evidence that the targeting of excluded groups or ethnic minorities – such as those with no qualifications – has been successful. It calls for the need for better evaluation of what does and doesn't work in terms of increasing levels of volunteering.
Added to The Network website with the kind permission of Joe Saxton, nfpSynergy.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Play, Talk, Read”
http://www.playtalkread.org/ 

(Source: 4 Nations Child Policy E-Brief, no.103, February 2011)

The Scottish Government has just launched this campaign to help parents lay the foundations for improved future life chances for their children.

The “Let’s Read” section includes tips on reading books with young children, info about reading stages, and lots more useful material – including a link to finding your nearest library to join. See: http://www.playtalkread.org/read. 

England’s smaller seaside towns: a benchmarking study
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/regeneration/pdf/1858214.pdf
This report provides an information base on England's smaller seaside towns, (including statistical evidence on socio-economic conditions) and compares the figures with regional, rural and English averages and with the averages for larger seaside towns. It focuses on 37 smaller towns rather than all smaller places around the coast.

And, finally …
Do you live/work in a creative cluster?!

http://www.nesta.org.uk/areas_of_work/creative_economy/geography_of_innovation
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