The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 71, 27 January 2011    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

CILIP Libraries Change Lives entries close Mon 7 February
www.cilip.org.uk/lcla 
”The CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award highlights outstanding partnership work involving library staff and information services that have changed lives.  By entering the Award you will have an opportunity to demonstrate the value to the community of you and your service and raise the profile of the community value of your library and information service to stakeholders. 

We welcome entries from any sector of the library and information world. They can be reading projects, learning projects, or projects that promote information. The winning entry will receive national recognition, enhanced credibility with fund holders, the opportunity to celebrate success with staff, stakeholders and partners, and prize money to contribute to the ongoing success of the work. Both small partnership projects and corporately funded ones are encouraged to apply. In 2011 the award celebrates its 20th anniversary. To celebrate there will be a special session focussing on the impact of the award at CILIP’s flagship Umbrella Conference on 13 July in Hatfield.
 
To enter online, watch videos of past shortlisted projects or view entry criteria visit: www.cilip.org.uk/lcla.”  
The Jubilee People’s Millions
http://www.peoplesmillions.org.uk/apply 
“The Big Lottery Fund and ITV, with the approval of Buckingham Palace, will be helping to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. We’re looking for new projects that will improve local places and the lives of people in your community.
In June 2011 ITV regional news will feature two great project ideas in each region each night for three nights, competing for viewers’ phone votes. At stake is up to £60,000 from the Big Lottery Fund.
To have a chance of winning you’ll need to inspire local people to get involved with your project. It’ll also need to capture the public’s imagination and persuade them to vote for you.
We have £3.6 million to give out. We expect to make four awards in each ITV region.”
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Access, equality and diversity resources on CyMAL website
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/cultureandsport/museumsarchiveslibraries/cymal/accessequalitydiversity/accessequalitydiversityresources/?lang=en or

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/cultureandsport/museumsarchiveslibraries/cymal/accessequalitydiversity/accessequalitydiversityresources/?skip=1&lang=cy 
(Source: email from Gethin Lloyd Evans, CyMAL)

Resources on the CyMAL website have been updated. 

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Early intervention: the next steps
http://offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/PYC/early-intervention-7th1.pdf 
(Source: National Literacy Trust newsletter, January)

Graham Allen MP has published the interim findings of his review – according to C&YP Now, “Nineteen of the most effective early intervention programmes should be supported and expanded, with a new body created to promote effective practice … The interim findings of the early intervention review, led by Labour MP Graham Allen, also recommend the creation of 15 ‘local early intervention places’ to spearhead the development of practices. These areas would be supported by a newly created Early Intervention Foundation.” (Taken from: http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Social-Care/1050038/Allen-review-recommends-early-intervention-body-promote-best-practice/).  

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

‘Hello’ launches
http://www.hello.org.uk/IntroducingHello/Aboutthecampaign/Default.aspx
(Source: National Literacy Trust newsletter, January)

 ‘Hello’, “the 2011 national year of communication, is a campaign to increase understanding of how important it is for children and young people to develop good communication skills.”

Through the above website, “you will find out about the monthly themes we have devised for the year, free resources to help support children’s communication development and find out about events that are happening in your area.” 

Rural Community Action Network case studies
http://www.acre.org.uk/our-work/rural-services/social-inclusion/case-studies-social-inclusion 

Last year, RCAN published a Policy Position Paper, Social inclusion – see: http://www.acre.org.uk/Resources/ACRE/Documents/SocialInclusion.pdf - and they have now published a small series of case studies to illustrate key points. (It would be great to have a museum, library or archive in there too!) 
Young people not in education, employment or training – policy brief 
http://www.ark.ac.uk/pdfs/policybriefs/policybrief3.pdf 

(Source: 4 Nations Child Policy Briefing, 26 January)

Produced by ARK Northern Ireland, this Brief looks at the background to young people being NEET in Northern Ireland, and makes some broad recommendations. 
Migration issues – News 
“Funding cuts threaten English lessons”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/jan/18/esol-courses-funding-cuts?CMP=twt_fd 
(Source: email from refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm)
Article from The Guardian, which looks at the effects of changes to the funding of ESOL classes:

‘Under the government strategy on skills, the only people eligible for full funding are those on "active benefits" – jobseeker's allowance (JSA) or employment support allowance (ESA). Those on support described as "non-active benefits" such as income support or on low incomes, including spouses, will not be eligible, nor will asylum seekers, migrant workers and refugees. Even where there is other support, individuals must pay at least half the full cost of the course under a system of co-funding to share the costs between government, employers and individuals.’
Article by Esmé Madill on the effects of cuts on small organisations working with refugees
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/esme-madill/cameron-is-cutting-very-projects-that-make-britain-civilised-society 
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 
In this article, Esmé Madill tells of small charities that make a huge difference to some of the most vulnerable, and whose existence is imperilled by the cuts.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“East European migrants and their rights – What will happen in May 2011?”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2011/01/east-european-migrants-and-their-rights-what-will-happen-may-2011 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 24 January)

Background info about the Briefing produced by MRN and the AIRE Centre, available at: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/publications/FAQ-rights-benefits-A8-May-2011.pdf. From 1 May 2011, “The Worker Registration Scheme (‘WRS’) will no longer exist. Any A8 national will be able to access income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit by signing on as a jobseeker at Jobcentre Plus and meeting the requirements imposed on British Citizen jobseekers …”
Rights on the line: Human Rights Watch work on abuses against migrants in 2010
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/12/12/rights-line 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 24 January)

“This roundup of Human Rights Watch reporting on violations of migrants’ rights in 2010 includes coverage of Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and the United States.”
Books for Keeps

http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/186 
The latest issue of the children’s books review has an interview [pp12-13] with Elizabeth Laird, author of eg A little piece of ground and Lost riders.

The Big Society
The ‘big society’: next practice and public service futures
http://www.solace.org.uk/library_documents/solace_DEC2010_screenready.pdf 
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round Up, January 2011)
Collection of think-pieces by people from within local government and other commentators on what the Big Society could mean; as it says in the intro:

“This collection of articles enthusiastically embraces ‘big society’ as representing a defining period reflecting a new set of values and presaging total change.”
European Year of Volunteering

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/european-year-volunteering-welcome-boost-big-society 
The Year has just been launched in the UK. It involves:

“… a central programme of activities led by the European Commission, and national work programmes led by member states. The Office for Civil Society in the Cabinet Office is leading activity in England. The national priorities for the Year are:

· Priority 1 - Encourage and enable individuals to make a contribution within their communities and help solve social issues by volunteering.

· Priority 2 - Promote good practice within the private, public and voluntary and community sector in relation to the development of effective employer supported volunteering (ESV) programmes.

· Priority 3 - Identify and share good practice and resources relating to effective volunteer management.

· Priority 4 - Promote good practice in opening the doors to volunteering opportunities to those traditionally less likely to volunteer (e.g. disabled people, those from minority ethnic backgrounds, the unemployed etc.).”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Our past, your future: local government archives
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1716507
(Source: email from Lorraine Logan, ARA)

Just in case you haven’t seen this very useful summary of the importance of local authority archives …
What do the public want from libraries? A practitioner guide
http://research.mla.gov.uk/evidence/documents/what_public_want_from_libraries_practitioner_guide_0112bl2_2010.pdf 

This is a practical guide to developing approaches identified in the research, What do the public want from libraries? (see: http://research.mla.gov.uk/evidence/documents/what_public_want_from_libraries_full_research_report_final_081110.pdf) and includes, for example, tips on stock, library promotions, improving “customer focus”.

It also includes some tips on motivating people to read (rather than focusing on barriers) and on libraries as “social levellers”.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
 Decentralisation and the Localism Bill Briefing
http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/files/ufpublic/2010_12_decentralisation_and_the_localism_bill_briefing.pdf
(Source: Urban Forum Policy Round Up, January 2011)

Urban Forum have just produced this very useful Briefing on the key elements of the Bill …
Briefing on the Decentralisation and the Localism Bill
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/sites/default/files/Decentralisation_and_Localism_Bill_briefing_0.pdf 
(Source: NCVO Member News Bulletin, 13 January)

… and NCVO has also published a useful briefing note. 
“Looking for Volunteers?”
http://www.volunteeressex.org/looking-for-volunteers/ 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace, with thanks to Adrian Ure)

This very useful website from Volunteer Essex has both local and national resources, including a guide to Volunteering by underrepresented groups – see: http://www.volunteeressex.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Underrepd-gps-Volunteering4EP.doc. 

The Online Neighbourhoods Network Study – summary 
http://networkedneighbourhoods.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Online-Nhood-Networks-4-page-summary.pdf 
Brief, four-page summary of this “study of the social impact of citizen-run online neighbourhood networks and the implications for local authorities” carried out by Hugh Flouch and Kevin Harris. “The research shows that [the networks] serve to enhance the sense of belonging, democratic influence, neighbourliness and involvement in their area. Participants claim more positive attitudes towards public agencies where representatives of those agencies are engaging online.”
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