The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 69, 6 January 2011    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Prison Library Visit to HMP & YOI Bronzefield

http://communities.cilip.org.uk/blogs/informationadvice/archive/2011/01/04/prison-library-visit.aspx 
(Source: email from Richard Hawkins, CILIP)
See above weblink for more info about this visit on 3 February.
Consultations

Tackling Child Poverty and Improving Life Chances: Consulting on a New Approach

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1737&external=no&menu=1
“The Government is today asking local communities, voluntary groups and charities for their views on a new strategy to tackle the root causes of poverty and disadvantage.

A consultation published today sets out a new approach to tackling poverty, building on Frank Field’s Independent review on poverty and life chances and Graham Allen’s work on Early Intervention.” 

[taken from press release at: http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/pressnotices/a0071184/government-sets-out-new-vision-for-ending-child-poverty]. 
Closing date: 15 February 2011. 

Funding & Opportunities

The Gurkha Resettlement, Education and Adult Training (GREAT) project 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 21-31 Dec 2010)

“This is a three year advice, guidance, integration and education programme, funded by the European Fund for the integration of third country nationals, in partnership with NIACE, Greenwich Community College, Barnet College, Coleg Powys and the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association. The partners would be glad to hear from local authorities, ESOL providers and Gurkha community groups already working with Gurkhas to create a network to spread good practice, develop and share ESOL learning materials and help to shape the development of national policy. 

For more information, please contact: 

Marina Koniotou, NIACE ESOL Project Officer e: marina.koniotou@niace.org.uk t: 07789 272 299 or 

Chris Taylor, NIACE ESOL Programme Director e: chris.taylor@niace.org.uk t: 0116 204 4267.”
Equality Act 2010
Equality Act 2010 – what’s new & what’s changed: at a glance
http://www.acas.org.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=2840&p=0 
(Source: email from John Pateman)
Handy chart that shows the changes brought in by the Act.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Libraries Change Lives Conference 2010 – Improving Outcomes for Offenders 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/1172/libraries_change_lives_conference_2010
In October, Edinburgh Library & Information Services hosted a seminar highlighting the role that the prison library plays – some of the presentations have now been made available.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Community cohesion in Wales
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/socialjustice/2010/101203cohesion/?lang=en 

The Welsh Assembly Government has just announced a further £1.5 million for 2011-12 to help create community cohesion across Wales.

Not just another statistic
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Wales/not_just_another_statistic_email.pdf
This new report from the EHRC “explores the life experiences of Gypsy Travellers, asylum seekers and refugees, transgender people and people with a mental health condition” in Wales. 

“Our hope is that by seeing life as others experience it, all of us will be moved to take responsibility, in our own area, for tackling prejudice and speeding up progress towards our goal – a society where everyone can be confident, living without fear of reprisal for being open about who they are.

We hope that our report inspires you to rise to this challenge.”

“The implications of local government cuts and changes to service provision”

http://www.cles.org.uk/files/106452/FileName/Theimplicationsoflocalgovernmentcutsandchangestoserviceprovision.pdf 
(Source: CLES December Newsletter)

The Centre for Local Economic Strategies has published new research, looking at the ramifications of cuts in local government based on work carried out in Suffolk. A particular issue is the future of care for vulnerable and ageing populations …

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Living Together”
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/resources/podcasts/living-together-podcasts.html 

(Source: Runnymede E-Newsletter, 15 December)

Podcasts of the presentations given at the Runnymede workshop of the CRONEM “Living Together” conference in June 2010. 
“2010 – what we’ve learned” 
http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2010/12/2010-what-weve-learned 

(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Summary of what JRF has learned from their research over 2010 – and the list is fairly stark.

This makes a very useful summary for us to feed into arguments about why social justice work is important. 
Making an impact across the game: Kick It Out annual review 2009-10

http://www.kickitout.org/files/59eb2a35-/KIO%20Annual%20Report%202010.pdf 

Summary of Kick It Out’s recent work, which has evolved “to include challenges to unacceptable homophobic, Islamophobic, anti-Semitic and sexist attitudes and behaviour, as well as abuse and discrimination directed at those with a disability.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

My care: the challenges facing young carers of parents with a severe mental illness
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/?entryid5=83759&p=3&char=M 
(Source: LGA Analysis and Research Bulletin, December 2010, http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1094975) 

Executive summary of a new report from the Mental Health Foundation. “There are an estimated 50,000-200,000 young people in the UK living with a parent with a severe mental health problems. This report investigates the experiences and needs of young carers and gives recommendations for policy, young carers’ services, mental health services and schools.”
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Mole’s sunrise – publishing first!
http://www.walker.co.uk/214/section.aspx/193 
(Source: email from Sarah Zama, Living Paintings)
“Walker Books are really excited to be working with award winning charity Living Paintings to produce a new touch and sound picture book for blind children. The book, ‘Mole’s Sunrise’ by Jeanne Willis and Sarah Fox-Davies, it will be published by Walker Books in February 2011, and Living Paintings’ adaptation will be available from its free library at the same time! This is a world first –where both sighted and blind children will be able to equally access the book.”

Further info about the production process at: http://www.livingpaintings.org/moles_sunrise. 

Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

‘"Mythbusting" campaign needed to dispel migrant misinformation’
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-10/ceq10-s3-007.htm
(Source: )

The Scottish Parliament’s report, Equal Opportunities Committee Report: Inquiry into Migration and Trafficking (see: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/reports-10/eor10-05-00.htm) calls for a campaign: “The inquiry revealed a lack of awareness about migrants and their reasons for coming to Scotland, and that this has helped to fuel negativity towards them. For example, the committee heard that terms such as “bogus asylum seeker” and “illegal immigrant” are often used as generic terms by the public to describe all migrants – who may have come here for a variety of reasons, including to work or study. The committee heard how migrants contribute hugely to our economy, however this is generally either not known or acknowledged.” 

Unaccompanied minors in the migration process
http://www.frontex.europa.eu/download/Z2Z4L2Zyb250ZXgvZW4vZGVmYXVsdF9ha3R1

YWxub3NjaS8zMS84Ni8x/unaccompanied_minors_public_5_dec.pdf  [you'll need to paste this into your browser]
New report from the European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States of the European Union [FRONTEX], which includes very useful background info about unaccompanied minors, who they are and where they are coming from.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Investing in skills for sustainable growth – the impact on ESOL
http://www.irr.org.uk/2010/december/ha000017.html 

(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 17 December)

Analysis by a FE lecturer of the implications for ESOL teaching of the new strategy for FE. 
Student Migration – key facts and figures

http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/news/Student_Migration_-

_key_facts_and_figures_6_12_10.doc 
Useful briefing from ippr – includes:
· “£2.5 billion is estimated to be earned by universities from foreign students’ fees alone 

· For the majority of universities these fees represent between 10% and 30% of total income.  For publicly funded FE colleges, the numbers are often smaller, but the income equally significant.

· Another £2.5 billion is spent by international students on goods and services in local communities, giving a total of some £5 billion.” [p1]
Hope costs nothing: the lives of undocumented migrants in the UK – 2010 report
http://www.migrantsresourcecentre.org.uk/images/umr.pdf?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 21-31 Dec 2010)

New report from Migrants Resource Centre, which “aims to give a voice to people who are generally both unheard and maligned”. It includes some useful background info, plus vivid case studies of the lives of individuals who have arrived in the UK.

“Central and Eastern Europeans – guidance for organisations”
http://www.homeless.org.uk/cee-guidance 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Newsflash 21-31 Dec 2010)

“Homeless Link have launched a comprehensive resource for local authorities and third sector agencies who are responding to growing service demands from rough sleepers from central and eastern Europe.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Future Libraries Programme
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/the_future_libraries_programme/~/media/Files/pdf/2010/libraries/FLP%20project%20updates%20dec%202010.ashx 
The December issue of the FLP update includes a handy summary of the 10 schemes. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Green up!
http://www.cdf.org.uk//c/document_library/get_file?uuid=593f146f-0f39-486a-b70c-c9ab40b64332&groupId=10128
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

New guidance from the Community Development Foundation. 

“This guide is for community and voluntary groups who want to build and maintain a positive relationship with their local authority … while working on the environment, climate change, and sustainability … issues.”
Sustainability is defined as including:

· “living within environmental limits, protecting limited natural resources and limiting climate change (environmental sustainability)

· stimulating strong, healthy communities and a just society (social sustainability)

· building a strong, stable economy (economic sustainability).”

WebJunction Guide to Community Support Resources

http://www.webjunction.org/community-relations/-/resources/overview 
Very useful examples of advocacy and good practice that we can draw on for both engaging our communities and making the case for our role.
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