The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 65, 8 November 2010    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Funding & Opportunities

EU Funding
http://www.enar-eu.org/Page.asp?docid=25578&langue=EN 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 1 November)

The EU has issued a call for proposals to promote social inclusion and gender equality in education and training, including the integration of migrants:

“GRUNDTVIG
1.2.3 Social inclusion in education and training, including the integration of migrants
Studies should notably focus on

· the effectiveness of measures to reduce early leaving from education and training; 

· the role of early childhood education and care in social inclusion (participation, pedagogical approaches etc.); 

· measures to improve the participation of underrepresented groups (social, economic, ethnic…) in higher education; 

· the role of adult learning in alleviating social marginalisation and exclusion.”

Equality Act 2010
RNIB – frequently asked questions
http://www.rnib.org.uk/livingwithsightloss/yourrights/equalityact/Pages/equality_act_faqs.aspx
(Source: Share the Vision Bulletin, 74) 

RNIB’s answers to 14 FAQs about the Equality Act.
The Gender Equality Duty
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/8803-TSO-GenderEqualityDuty-FactSht.pdf
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 8 November)

Updated factsheet which includes some useful FAQs. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

National Rough Sleeping Conference – speech by Grant Shapps MP
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/roughsleepingconference2010
Speech that sets out the Government’s aims (including getting rough sleepers off the streets, into training and jobs and onto independent living).
Improving the outcomes for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils: final report
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR043-WEB.pdf
“Findings from this study are a further reminder to policy makers and those responsible for providing education that much more needs to be done to achieve equality in educational opportunities for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils.” 

Child in the countryside: a challenging reality 

http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/childinthecountryside.pdf
New information sheet from the Commission for Rural Communities, which highlights some of the key issues which disadvantage many rural young people.

Children with Special Educational Needs 2010: an analysis

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STA/t000965/osr25-2010.pdf
Important new report from DfE – “The information in this publication will help teachers, parents, school governing bodies, local authorities and those they work with to assess the quality and efficiency of the provision they make with a view to improving those outcomes.” [p1]

Includes lots of useful background info and statistics.

Scottish Government launches Literacy Action Plan

http://scottishlibraries.wordpress.com/2010/10/28/government-launches-literacy-action-plan/ 

“The Scottish Government published its long-awaited Literacy Action Plan on Wednesday 27th October. It seeks to outline the next steps to further raise standards of literacy from early years through to adult learning.”
Child poverty toolkit
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=22025996
Important new resource “for individuals and groups who will lead on understanding family poverty locally. It will help in providing the underpinning information and insights to develop strategies that can reduce and mitigate against child poverty.”

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Racism, ethnic discrimination and exclusion of migrants and minorities in sport: a comparative overview of the situation in the European Union
Summary report: http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-report-Racism-in-sports-summary-EN-2010-10-28.pdf 
(Source: Minority Ethnic Matters Overview, 238, 1 November)

 “… the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) has carried out research on racism, discrimination and exclusion in sport, focusing on different sports and levels of practice. The findings show that despite significant progress made in past years, sport continues to face a number of challenges related to racism and ethnic discrimination. Incidences of racism and ethnic discrimination affect sport at professional as well as at amateur level. Particularly at amateur level, there is reluctance to recognise such incidents. Moreover, few Member States have established effective monitoring systems to record racism and racial discrimination in sport.” [p3]

Child poverty
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/oct/15/fifth-uk-children-severe-poverty 

Just in case you haven’t seen this useful summary of key issues around child poverty (based on the latest findings from the Millennium Cohort Study).
The real wealth of nations: pathways to human development

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2010/ 

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 8 November)

This is the latest in the series of assessments by the United Nations Development Programme; it places the UK 26th in the ranking of countries on the scale of human development, which is below the average for OECD countries.

Age UK blog
http://ageukblog.org.uk/
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 8 November)

Age UK have just launched a pilot blog: “In the first instance, we’ll be using it to talk about political and policy issues that affect people in later life and some of Age UK’s experts in various key areas will be posting their thoughts over the next few months.”

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Reading Matters: RNIB National Library Service Newsletter October 2010 
The October issue of the Newsletter is now available – if you’d like to receive this, please contact megan.gilks@rnib.org.uk. 
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Study of Latinos and libraries suggests ways to draw more users”
http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/communitypublicservices/861938-276/study_of_latinos_and_libraries.html.csp 
Interesting article from the US Library Journal, looking at the relationship between public libraries and Latino communities; it makes some good points about recognising diversity within communities. 
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Comprehensive guidance for employers on preventing illegal working
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/employersandsponsors/preventingillegalworking/currentguidanceandcodes/comprehensiveguidancefeb08.pdf?view=Binary 

Just published is this latest advice from UKBA (I’m including it as there has been some discussion recently amongst Network contacts around what employers need to do).
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Film: “Migrants for London, London for Migrants”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2010/09/mrn-launches-short-film-migrants-london-london-migrants
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 20 September)

“MRN has launched a short film exploring some of the issues around immigration in contemporary London. Based on our report ‘Migrant Capital’ which was published in June, we hope that the film encourages watchers to stand back and reflect on some of the underlying reasons why immigration continues to play a key part in the city’s economy and on the effects of restrictions on many of the migrants living here.” 

Just a reminder that Migrant capital: a perspective on contemporary migration in London can be downloaded from: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/publications/MRN_Migrant_Capital_June_2010.pdf. 

What more can we takeaway from the Chinese community?

http://www.bteg.co.uk/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&task=download&id=2&Itemid=125 

(Source: Minority Ethnic Matters Overview, 238, 1 November)

Report by the Black Training & Enterprise Group, that examines why British Chinese pupils consistently outperform other ethnic groups in education. 

NACCOM – The No Accommodation Network 
http://boaztrust.org.uk/naccom/
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Weekly Newsflash, 25-29 October)
“NACCOM is a network of organisations across the UK supporting destitute asylum seekers by providing some form of accommodation. The network offers members the chance to share ideas and expertise, and to encourage one another. It is also useful to help people who are interested in setting something up in their own area to find out what is already being done and how they could do it. The network is convened by Dave Smith, the founder and manager of the Boaz Trust and now has 23 member organisations in 18 towns and cities across the UK ... 

Anyone interested in joining NACCOM or finding out about setting up a project should email Dave at davesmith@boaztrust.org.uk.”  
The Migrant at Home

http://www.migranthome.co.uk/ 

(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Weekly Newsflash, 25-29 October)
Monthly free magazine, written in Polish and English, featuring articles on daily life around culture, health and the law, and targeted at Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and London. 

Refugees into Teaching
http://rit.refugeecouncil.org.uk/
The Refugee Council has just launched this new website which includes information for refugees and for schools and education authorities, and also has news and info about training opportunities.

Motivated, skilled but under-employed?: the employment outcomes of migrant workers in the South West
http://www.equalitysouthwest.org.uk/esw/live/about-us/promoting-equality-for/migrant-workers/useful-documents--migrant-workers/Migrant_Employment_Outcomes_Research_FINAL.pdf 

(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter, 11 October)
This report “focuses on the skills, qualifications and experience of migrant workers in the South West and considers the primary obstacles faced by migrant workers wanting to access better employment.”
Polish families and migration since EU accession
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=9781847428202&
“Based on 115 interviews with Polish mothers in the UK and Poland, as well as a specially-commissioned opinion poll, this topical book discusses recent Polish migration to the UK. In a vivid account of every stage of the migration process, the book explores why so many Poles have migrated since 2004, why more children migrate with their families and how working-class families in the West of England make decisions about whether to stay. Covering many broader themes - including livelihoods and migration cultures in Poland, experiences of integration into UK communities and issues surrounding return to Poland - this book is highly relevant to migration policy across Europe and beyond. It will be of interest to policy-makers and the general public as well as students and scholars.”
NB Charged-for publication. 

UK NARIC
http://www.naric.org.uk/index.asp?page=1 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“UK NARIC provides a service whereby qualifications from outside the UK are compared to the UK's qualification frameworks.”
The unwanted – social and cultural determinants of homelessness and alcohol abuse among Eastern European migrants in London
http://www.eelga.gov.uk/documents/Policy%20and%20Priorities/Strategic%20Migration%20Partnership/Migrant%20workers/CRONEM_report%5B1%5D.pdf 
(Source: EoE AS&R/MW Weekly Newsflash, 1-5 November)
 “This study looked at alcohol abuse and problem of homelessness among Eastern European migrants living in London exploring how both structural and individual factors determine their current situation.”

It paints a fairly gloomy picture: “If nothing changes, there will be more, not less, Eastern European street drinkers and rough sleepers.” [p6]
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
MLA/NSPCC Safeguarding Guidance supplement
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/commissioning/CPD/~/media/Files/pdf/2010/programmes/MLA_NSPCC_Safeguarding_guidance_supplement.ashx 
(Source: email from Jan Kofi-Tsekpo, MLA)
Update to the first Safeguarding Guidance Bulletin (http://www.mla.gov.uk/~/media/Files/pdf/2010/programmes/MLA_safeguarding_bulletin_03-10), which includes the most recent developments with the ISA. 

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The Place Survey is scrapped
http://www.communities.gov.uk/newsstories/newsroom/1683070 

Just in case people didn’t see the announcement in August, “The Place Survey, one of the largest surveys in Europe carried out by local authorities, has been scrapped by Local Government Minister Grant Shapps to prevent cash being diverted from vital public services.”

Neighbourhood Statistics
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadHome.do;jessionid=ac1f930d30d53f11d67ff25841b59f20b9f05fe7deed?m=0&s=1288885097703&enc=1&nsjs=true&nsck=true&nssvg=false&nswid=1007
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Very useful access via ONS to info and statistics about local areas – excellent for community profiling. 

Hillingdon evaluation reports
(Source: email from Deborah Mbofana)

Hillingdon Specialist Health Promotion Team have kindly given permission for me to link to their reports. These are excellent examples of how a library service can use evaluation techniques to show their value to (in this case) the health and wellbeing agenda. Highly recommended.

There are four key documents:

· Hillingdon Libraries Evaluation Report – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/hillingdon_libraries_evaluation_report.pdf 

· A journey to health and wellbeing in Hillingdon Libraries – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/hillingdon___a_journey_to_health_and_wellbeing_in_hillingdon_libraries.pdf 

· ‘A place where you belong’: the impact of Yeading library activities on service users – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/hillingdon___a_place_where_you_belong___the_impact_of_yeading_library_activities_on_service_users.pdf
· Let’s write: creative writings of local residents in Yeading – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/hillingdon___lets_write_document_lr.pdf. 

Broader issues – Other Agencies
How to create a successful community project
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/how-to-create-a-successful-community-project/communityprojectscreate.pdf/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Very useful brief guide to successful project planning, including outreach work.

ContinYou
http://www.learning-exchange.org.uk/learning-exchange/
ContinYou have just launched their new “online network for the extended services community” – includes news, tips, good practice. Has a very useful summary of the ideas behind “The Big Society” – see: http://www.learning-exchange.org.uk/learning-exchange/news_and_events_pages/big_society. 
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