The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 63, 20 October 2010    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Consultations

Supporting a stronger civil society

http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/sites/default/files/support-stronger-civil-society1.pdf
“The Government wishes to consult individuals and organisations about proposals for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of support and advice for frontline civil society groups, over 12 weeks from 14 October 2010.

Please respond by 6 January 2011.”
This consultation follows on from the simultaneous publication of:

Building a stronger civil society

http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/sites/default/files/building-stronger-civil-society1.pdf
A strategy for voluntary and community groups, charities and social enterprises.
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Funding & Opportunities

Offer from Refugee Council E-Shop

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/practice/eshop
(Source: email from Refugee Council)

“We are pleased to be starting the new school year with a half price book sale!  We are offering 50% off our range of educational resources suitable for children with English as a second language and for schools who are interested in learning about and teaching refugee issues.
Books include:

· Words for School Use (General, Maths & Science)

· Resources for Secondary and Primary Schools

· Bilingual Folk Tales.

Languages include: Arabic, Kurdish Sorani, Kurdish and Turkish, Persian, Serbo-Croat and Bosnian, Dari and Afghani Pushto, Somali and Tamil.”
Reaching out to carers innovation fund 2010/2011
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_120426
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“The Government wants carers to be able to maintain a life of their own alongside their caring responsibilities. It is keen to improve early identification of carers so that they can be supported in considering their various options and make informed choices about their lives. We are therefore targeting a specific scheme at voluntary sector organisations in England who, in addition to their primary work with individuals with particular conditions, illnesses or with particular age groups, are also keen to support carers.”

Full information pack and an application form are available to download from the above weblink.

Applications should be returned by 17 November 2010. 

Job vacancy at IRR
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/IRR_News_assistant_app_pack.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 15 October)
”The Institute of Race Relations is looking to appoint an assistant on IRR News who will specifically be responsible for taking forward IRR research and educational work on racial violence in the UK. (35 hours per week £25,000 per annum) Send application to IRR by 31 October. Interviews are scheduled for 11 November.”

Details at above weblink. 

NALD Advanced Mentoring Programme 
http://www.literaturedevelopment.co.uk/cpd
(Source: email from NALD)

“We are delighted to announce our programme for literature professionals with a proven track record in their field who wish to develop their skills with support from a mentor. It is a self directed scheme that can be fitted around a busy work schedule.”
Closing date for applications – Friday 19 November. 
Equality Act 2010
Overview

http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/advice-support/people-hr-employment/equality-act-2010-overview/equality-act-2010-overview 

NCVO has produced this very useful, brief overview of the Act.

Equality Act – Draft Codes of Practice

(Source: out-law.com, http://www.out-law.com/page-11461, and CILIP’s Weekly Information World, 13-19 October)

The EHRC has published three draft Codes of Practice on:

· Employment: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/employment_code_05.10.10.pdf   
· Services, public functions and associations:  http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/services_code_-_06.10.10.pdf
· Equal pay: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/equal_pay_code_05.10.10.pdf. 

These Codes still need to come into force, and will also need testing in the courts: “This document is a Statutory Code of Practice. This is the authoritative, comprehensive and technical guide to the detail of law. It will be invaluable to lawyers, advocates, human resources personnel, courts and tribunals, everyone who needs to understand the law in depth, or to apply it in practice.” [Services, public functions and associations, p13] 

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Gypsy Travellers in Scotland: a resource for the media
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Scotland/gypsy_travellers_in_scotland_-_a_resource_for_the_media__pdf_.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 8 October)

 “We have produced this leaflet as a resource for journalists and others about Gypsy Travellers. It contains facts and figures about the key issues that affect Gypsy Travellers, advice about terminology and how to handle issues of concern, and contact details for organisations who work with Gypsy Travellers in Scotland.” 

How fair is Britain?
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/key-projects/triennial-review/
This EHRC website has links to the full report, a summary, and background information about the triennial review, as well as the significant challenges that face the UK. 

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Ready for retirement? Pensions and Bangladeshi self-employment 

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/154/32.html?utm_source=The+Runnymede+Trust&utm_campaign=8a98236238-Oct_e_newsletter10_8_2010&utm_medium=email 

(Source: Runnymede E-News, 8 October)

New report from the Runnymede Trust, which shows that “Black and minority ethnic people in all ethnic groups are more likely to live in poverty during retirement than the wider population. Bangladeshi and Pakistani people are three times more likely than white people to be in pensioner poverty. Meanwhile, black Caribbean people are twice as likely.”

The report is available at the above weblink – you need to log onto the site before you can download it (for free).

Older people with high support needs: how can we empower them to enjoy a better life
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/supporting-older-people-summary.pdf 

This summary report pulls together what JRF have learned so far about older people with high support needs and how they can live a better life. Includes some valuable statistical info about older people.

Rebalancing local economies: widening economic opportunities for people in deprived communities

http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=779
(Source: ippr weekly personal update, 14 October)

New report from ippr north, which looks at what has had the greatest impact on deprived communities – one key issue is “a positive and outward-looking neighbourhood spirit fosters confidence, leadership and aspiration and improves local economic prospects.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Health and Safety documents and resources for migrant workers with ESOL needs 
(Source: AS&R/MW Weekly Newsflash, 11-15 October)

The HSE has produced a range of its leaflets in a variety of languages for use by those with refugee and other migrant languages, which are available on its website:

· Portuguese: http://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/portuguese/index.htm 
· Polish: http://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/polish/index.htm  
· Kurdish: http://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/kurdish/index.htm
· Pashto: http://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/pashto/index.htm 
· Lithuanian: http://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/lithuanian/index.htm.  
It has also produced a free teaching resource, a DVD called: It’s your right – health and safety guidance for migrant workers, for use by ESOL teachers working with migrant and refugee workers or work-seekers attending ESOL classes. The DVD uses simple English to explain basic health and safety rights for all workers. It also explains how workers can contact HSE anonymously if they have concerns about their workplace. They can do this in their own language if they prefer – HSE provides access to phone interpreters in over a hundred languages. 

For the DVD please follow this link: http://www.hse.gov.uk/migrantworkers/video.htm. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Accelerated removals …
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/ERA_BriefingPaper4.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 8 October)

New report from the Institute of Race Relations European Race Audit, which “documented the deaths of 28 men, 8 women and 2 boys, mostly asylum seekers, from January 2009 to 30 June 2010, in ten EU countries, Norway and Switzerland. 

The vast majority of the deaths were either suicides linked to fear of deportation, or deaths that could have been avoided if asylum seekers were afforded proper medical care.”

MyUKinfo
http://www.myukinfo.com/en/home
(Source: AS&R/MW Weekly Newsflash, 11-15 October)

Has just launched in Russian – see: http://www.myukinfo.com/. 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Free museums from comfort zone”
http://www.mla.gov.uk/news_and_views/press_releases/2010/Free_museums_from_comfort_zone 

Just in case you haven’t seen this, it’s the MLA press release about the Leading Museums Group proposals for the future development of museums, including: “Museums should see themselves primarily as open spaces for sharing learning where the public, rather than passively observe, can meet, participate and converse - and where after the visit, the conversation continues through the use of digital technology.”
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Education reforms
http://cde.cerosmedia.com/1U4caf245c4dd7c169.cde
(Source: Children & Young People Daily Bulletin, 14 October)

Very useful brief guide to the major educational reforms introduced by the new Government. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Localism
http://www.nya.org.uk/news/insight-essential-youth-sector-analysis-and-reflection-issue-6-6-october-2010
(Source: email from NYA)

The National Youth Agency have just produced this very useful brief briefing on the localism agenda – and what it means for provision for young people. 

The Heart of the School
http://heartoftheschool.edublogs.org/
(Source: CILIP’s Weekly Information World, 13-19 October)

“This site has been created to celebrate and showcase the work of school librarians in the UK.” 
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